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Phi Gamma Delta
at Wabash College

A history of the 25 years of Psi Chapter,
Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Indiana,
from 1941 to June, 1966.

Preface
History is little more or less than the words and deeds
of mankind at a given point in tim<'. It's usually told best
by those who said the words an d did th e d eeds . 11ms this
particular piece is an attempt to let the "sayers" and
"doers" of their time write their own history.
Wabash men, and Phi Cams especially, usually have
been able to draw th eir own conclusions from a set of
facts, and then take whatever actions th ey thought advisable or necessary at the tim e. In keeping with this
concept, th e chronicle of th e past 2.5 years of Psi as it
appears in the following pages generally does not "cry
out for change,'' "point with pride" or "condemn the
actions of." It has heen written with the hclief that whatever needs to be done will be done and with the certain
knowledge that someday-perhaps on our 200th anniversary-someone will again write <lhout the progress,
and problems of a great chapter of a great fraternity.
June, 1966, Psi Chapter, Phi Gamma D elta, Wabash College, will be a happy starting point for that next volume.
G. I-IESLEH, '43
June, 1966
HALl'll
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Chapter 1

The War Years
1941 - 1946

The letter to all men of Psi , dated May 1, 1941, was
printed in royal purple. It read:
Dear Brother Fiji:
Two big days in June, Friday and Saturday, June
6th and 7th, will mark the celebration of the 75th
anniversary of Psi Chapter of Phi Gamma Delta at
Wabash College. You're sure to have a great time
and we will keep you busy every minute.
Indeed those two big days did mark a busy celebration
-still remembered by those who came. That June weekend, in the year of 1941, before World War II inevitably
engulfed Psi and Wabash College, was full of fellowship
and fun , of earlier days and memories renewed. Little
outward care was shown about the war clouds on the
horizon.
From Friday noon until Sunday afternoon of that festive weekend, the schedule was full for the 175 brothers
on hand. Friday evening, June 6th, was the big banquet
in the house.
We had tables in the dining room, living room and
library and we served filet mignon. George was the
chef, at his best. Laughter and liquidity filled the
air. The alumni had a big party the following day
at the nearby Sportsman's Club. Both days were
somewhat fluid and sleep was at a .premium. E. E.
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"Ned" Ames, '03, and Phil C. Leffel, '14, were the
leaders of the big diamond celebration.
Other brothers who took important roles in the
jubilee were J. K. Pierson, '25, vice-chairman; R. H.
Tinsley, '02, treasurer; E. H. Ziegner, '42, secretary;
John P. Collett, '24, finance; Nathan Pickett, '29,
housing; Ernest Linville, '11, music; James Ray
Thomas, '01, memorabilia; Clifford Peterson, '00,
press; Raymond D. Brown, '08, attendance; and
Kenneth C. Lovgren, '33, publicity.
Brother Ziegner wrote "Phi Gamma Delta at Wabash," a memorable account of Psi's first 75 years
to commemorate the diamond jubilee. Cecil J.
"Scoop" Wilkinson, executive secretary of the national fraternity was on hand.
These are reminiscences from John Henry Schroeder,
'42, then Psi president, about the diamond jubilee which
closed the first 75 years of Psi.
As chapter president in 1941-1942, Brother Schroeder
had every right to be proud of the house and the 75th
anniYersary, for it was under his regime that Psi's men
in 1941-42 ran every worthwhile function on the campus.
Some 39 actives lived in that year, six others lived out.
But those 45 men were active in every sense of the word!
The list of Fiji accomplishments in the "Little Giant
Fiji," June, 1942, shows nine lettermen; five editors, from
the "Caveman" to "The Bachelor" to the insurgent newspaper, "The Informer;" at least three major oratorical
contest champions; the "Scarlet Masque" president; and
vital representation in every other campus activity from
Wabash Youth Forum, the French Club and International Relations Club to Blue Key, the Glee Club and
the Pan Hellenic Council.
Too, after a 20-year absence from our house, the college's Pan Hellenic Scholarship Cup had come again to
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Psi due chiefly to the 3.0 accomplishments of Schroeder,
Frank Barnett, '43, Robert Bracken, '43, and Daniel
Evans, '44. These four brothers and John Whitney, '43,
made Phi Beta Kappa, and Barnett became a Rhodes
Scholar! These achievements were the basis for bringing
Phi Gamma Delta's highest award, the Cheney Cup, to
Psi the following year.
But even before, in the unsettling spring of 1942, some
of Psi's marching Fiji men already had marched away
into military service. }.Iiles Porter, '42, and Pat Cassel,
'43, were among the first to enter active service. In the
following five months, 12 other brothers entered military
life, some as reservists, others actively.
By the time the class of 1943 returned in the fall of
1942, the nation's deep involvement in vVorld War II
and its effect on fraternity and college life, as well as
on each man's personal life was a noticeable, distracting
pressure.
Psi was then 76 years old. It had survived fires, rebellions and financial problems-and the diamond jubilee!
Wabash College was 111 years old. It had survived several major wars, depressions, innumerable college and
national administrations, severe financial strains, as it
was then, in the early 1940's, again facing. Tuition was
only $125 per semester. "What would World 'Var II do
to Psi and Wabash College? These were questions uppermost in all minds.
Nevertheless, the Fiji doors opened in the fall of 1942
and the warm Indiana autumn sun still filtered gracefully through the oaks and maples on campus. The war
seemed far away, and the college, along with Psi, felt
confident of the future. College enrollment was over 400.
The Phi Gam pledge class was 21 strong and 11 actives
had been deferred to finish their college. Frank Barnett,
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'43, was president with an active chapter of 48 men.
House bills were $50 per month. The word was go "all
out, time is short, the future uncertain."
This was the group of brothers which made history by
receiving the Orion H. Cheney Cup for Psi. The award
was made in late 1942 for the 1941-42 academic year.
Psi, then in its 77th year, was the best Phi Gam chapter
in the nation, judged on general all around excellence.
Harbinger of the Cheney award, however, had come
earlier to Psi at the state-wide dinner in indianapolis in
No,·ember, 1942, when the Wabash Fijis noisily and
eagerly accepted the Beta Cup for Achievement. Psi
was the best chapter in the state! This award was recognition of Psi's improvement in campus position under
the leadership of Brother Schroeder and Brother Barnett.
Psi was first in scholarship, first in activities and runnerup
in intramurals. Significantly, Psi won the cup from Indiana University's Zeta Chapter, then holder of the same
Cheney Cup which Psi was shortly to gain.
From Pearl Harbor to June, 1943, despite the overall
great accomplishments of the Chapter, many individuals
were troubled. Feelings had run high at times. Chapter
and academic discipline were difficult to maintain. A
forced, carefree attitude seemed to be the mode for some;
a rushed, determined pace for others. The war clouds
were darker and lower as 1942 became 1943. They were
having an impact on young men destined for they knew
not what. Even the Cheney Cup couldn't prevent individualistic expressions by the personalities of the time.
_\dding further to the uncertain mood:
1. The college held an early set of comprehensives
during the Chrishnas vacation of 1942 for men who had
to leave for service in early 1943.
2. . Brother Charles Davidson, '42, an early enlistee,
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was reported killed in a parachute jump in Holland.
3. The LITTLE GIANT FIJI in January, 1943, said in
its top headline, "FIJIS MAY CLOSE DOORS-NAVY
MAY RENT PROPERTY IN WAR MOVE." And in the
lower corner of the same page, a melancholy headline
read, "Christmas Dance Will Linger Long in Memories."

ELDO J.

WAGNER

According to Robert Bracken, one of the Phi Beta
Kappa recipients who led the scholastic charge of Psi
toward the Cheney Cup, "our principal activity during
those last few months was choosing between, and then
trying to qualify for, various Army, Navy, Air Force and
Marine programs."
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That this was more than Bracken's Hoosier humor
is indicated by the "Little Giant Fiji Alumni in Service
Directory" of January, 1943. Dozens of Psi men, from
classes 1915 to 1943, were in, or signed to go in, every
branch of the military from Chemical Warfare to the
Army Veterinary Reserve c!orps. Twenty-four members

CLIFF P E TERSON

of the active chapter were on reservist standby at that
time. Few, if any, knew what the next mail would bring.
From 1940 until1945, Eldo I. Wagner, '10, was Purple
Legionnaire. His untiring efforts to keep Psi always moving onward were fine contributions to the chapter and
its men. He was succeeded in 1945 by Cliff V. Peterson,
'00, who served until 1953. Brother Peterson's work dur14

ing the reconversion years and his untiring efforts to
maintain high standards for all Fijis will always be
remembered and deeply appreciated.
In the spring of 1943, the exodus of active members
to military service continued. And as the Navy actually
did move closer to Wabash, much planning was done
to preserve Psi. Brothers Wagner and Collett, and other
alumni, along with Brother Don Korb, '45, then president
of Psi, all worked with the college officials to keep the
fraternity healthy, or at least alive.
In early April, 1943, Brother Korb, reporting on his
meeting with Dr. Frank Sparks, college president, said,
"Each fraternity house has been asked to take a property
inventory and turn it in within three days. Then a committee of 15 men (college and Navy) will inspect the
house for suitability. Right now the problem is how to
determine the rental, depreciation, etc. As it stands now
some 202 Navy men are coming to school here, but President Sparks is trying to get 300 men. He'll probably
do it. We will need six additional toilets, eight urinals,
16 lavatories and six showers. Quite a clean bunch, this
Navy."
Brother Korb's forecasts were right. Dr. Sparks shortly
requested "the Navy wishes the facilities of Phi Gamma
Delta which they can use to an advantage, and for those
portions which they are able to employ, they wish to pay
the actual cost to the college of supplying these facilities,
plus an over-all of four percent on the capital investment represented. The plan is to use all of the fraternities except the Lambda Chi house. Taken by and large,
I am exceedingly well-pleased with the present outlook."
So, the United States Navy sailed into Crawfordsville,
Indiana, on July I, 1943, with its famous V-12 program
and Psi Chapter became Company 4, a Navy Barracks!
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Comments from Brother Joe Foster, '45, provide a
keen insight on college, fraternity and social life while
the Navy was in charge.
Joe Viehmann was Psi president in July, 1943.
Wabash went on "trimesters," with full semesters,
starting in November, March and July. I was elected
president in November, 1943, and Dick Reidel succeeded me in July, 1944. I left in October, 1944,
just before Tom Mason became president in November, 1944. Four presidents in 18 months!
(Brother Mason contributed greatly to fraternity
continuity, and today is a career Air Force officer. 0 )
Without a chapter house, we met weekly (and
hung out daily) in two rooms assigned to us by the
college in the southwest corner of the little old frame
building just north of the science building (Forest
Hall).
vVe had one initiation ceremony in the chapter
room. vVe were permitted to keep two locked basement rooms, one, the chapter room, the other for
storing the piano, etc. We also had two initiation
ceremonies at the Masonic Temple.
Wabash was down to perhaps 350 students. Our
chapter ranged in size from 35 to 50 or so. Almost
all were Navy V-12 students, apprentice seamen,
USNR, with only a handful of civilians. Brothers
Viehmann and Mason were civilians while each was
president.
The Navy took over six fraternity houses (and
called them "ships"-my God!) to use as barracks.
Fijis were scattered through all six houses. Only
Hal Pennock, Dick Grayson and I were assigned to
"Company 4" from the men who'd been at ·wabash
and lived in the house as civilians.
There was little drinking, no hazing, and not many
• .Editor's Note.
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high points during the V-12 period. We went to
schooll2 months a year, including Thanksgiving and
Christmas Eve (but not Christmas Day) and were
damned glad to be getting an education when we
could (and probably should) have been at Great
Lakes or at sea!
The student body became far more homogeneous
than it had been. Intramurals were by "Company,"
not by fraternity. Wabash continued to compete interscholastically in football (we won the ~1onon Bell
back from DePauw, and went to Greencastle to rescue it, in 1944) and basketball, but all other sports
were dropped.
All V-12 members arose at ti a.m. six days a week,
spent five and a half days in classes or labs. We
drilled, (we were in uniforms and were paid $30 a
month as I recall) , we saluted, we called fraternity
houses "ships," ~vindows '·ports," toilets "heads;"
walls "bulkheads," stairs "ladders." TI1e 'vVestern
Union girl trainees also were there. Thanks a lot!
Almost all ''' abash traditions (pots, yellow cords,
green, for "rhinie", paint on the senior bench)
ground to a halt. Looking back, it awes me that the
vitality existed to continue any semblance of fraternity activity.
If the above sounds rather grim, that's the way I
remember it. The world was pretty grim in 1943
and 1944.
We had some dances, some parties and raised
some surreptitious (we hoped) hell, but it was pale
by comparison to what went before and, I assume,
after the World War II ended. The one other novelty
of that time was the extreme youth of Psi's members.
I'll bet the average age wasn't yet 19, A 20-year-old
was an old. old man!
During the Navy's stay on Caveman soil, Peck Hall
was made into a chow hall, Kingery Hall became the
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sick bay. There was some talk, apparently by the fainthearted, that Psi become inactive for lack of good material. But with the arrival of the sailors in such good
quantity and quality, the idea was quickly dropped. It
must have been the right decision.
TI1e LITTLE GIANT Fl JI of May, 1945, convincingly
tells the story of how Psi carried on during those two
and one-half years of Navy life:
Psi has st~ycd con~istently on top of everything:
sports, scholarship, social activities, Pan-Hel, "The
Bachelor" and "The Caveman!" Star athletes have
been Phi Cams. Psi has maintained the highest average of any fraternity since th e Navy has been here.
In the March term, with 24 men, the chapter's average was 1.95. The policy of the chapter has remained the same-no men have been pledged unless
they have been good material for Phi Gamma Delta.
We serenaded the sororities at DePauw in November-a cold night outside, hut a warm reception on
the inside. Psi has a glorious past. We will iron out
the difficulties that are certain to he met when the
Navy leaves. There will always be an active chapter
at Wabash no matter what difficulties.
All precedent was not completely gone during those
war years, however. Capsule comments on the social life
of the time reveal:
1. What an afternoon at the Shades! Fifteen gallons of beer disappeared in no time, and so did the
boys and their dates. It took more than two hours
to get them out of the woods.
2. Can't tell you too much about Pan-Hel dance.
Spent most of the time in the locker room fixing
cokes for me and my date.
3. I got a bad case of indigestion just looking at
him dancing out here, and than at the Sportsman
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Club the next morning he was knocking himself out
all over again. What kind of joy juice is he using?
Even with all the fun, Psi's scholastic standards wen·
not forgotten throughout these years. ln each semester,
from the fall of 1941 through the fall of 1946, Phi Gamma
Delta was never lower than fourth in academic standing when measured against the all-fraternity and the
all-college averages. The two times Psi was fourth, and
once third , were during the Navy occupancy. For the
entire balance of those five years, Psi was either first
or second scholastically each semester.
Throughout the war period, the Phi Gam house itself
<mel its assets were under the careful eye of the Wabash
Phi Gamma Delta Association. Mainstavs of the association were Brother Phillip Leffel, Brother E. E. Ames,
Brother P. F. Goodrich, '16, Brother John P. Collett, and
Brother Paul Stump, '11. Interesting to note was an appraisal of the Phi Gam House, as compared to the five
other fraternities taken into the Navy V-12 program.
Made in April, 1943, by a group of Montgomery County
realtors, the report valued the Fiji houst> at $79,000. TI1is
was $20,000 more than the Kappa Sig house, second
most valuable property at the time.
In a statement of financial condition put up by the
association at May 31. 1943, total assets of the association were listed as $62,290. Long term liabilities on the
then 17-year-old Psi structure consisted of first mortgage
5% bonds outstanding in the amount of $19,500, less
$7,000 held in the treasury, or a total long term liability
of $12,500. Twelve years earlier, as of June, 1931, debts
had amounted to $43,870!
Financial references are made in this chronicle to show
that over the years brothers from all ranks and classes
have been involved in keeping Psi solvent. Without their
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continued guidance and counsel, from the early '30's
through the mid '60's, the financial health of the house,
and consequently the chapter's ability to prosper, to
pledge high caliber young men, might well have diminished. It is fortunate that Wabash College and Psi
have been able to attract, develop and send forth into
society men who know how to count all sorts of values,
and in turn, share their counting with those behind them.
The overwhelming force of the United States and its
allies brought World War II to a close and with it, from
the far away Pacific beaches and European forests, the
Fiji men came trooping to their respective homes. Almost to a man they insisted they wanted to pick up
where they had left off-at '" 7abash, in Psi!
So reconversion for Wabash College and Psi became
the dominant theme early in 1945. The thought of "why
I fought" was almost pushed away. The goal became
"Let me go on from here as quickly as possible."
TI1e Navy had been in our house from July, 1943,
until October, 1945-two and one-half years. The "Good
Ship Psi" was still afloat, despite the lack of understanding it had been given at times. Now it was in a position
to move into friendlier hands. Needed was a captain and
crew, all signed unto the same manifest.
According to the LITTLE GIANT FIJI, mid-1945,
"The boys would be coming back and things would have
to be the way they left them, no excuses accepted. In
September. 1945, two of the old boys got back, and another one in early November. United with the men who
were still in the chapter (a total of eight active members),
they tackled the job-a common objective-to resume
operations in the chapter house."
As with all good ideas, there were obstacles, It wasn't
going to be an easy task to get Psi moving!
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The problem was presented vividly to the total clan
of Psi in a letter dated October 26, 1945.
"Dear Brother: (The letter started quietly.) "I have
a problem to present to you for reactions you may have."
(The letter moved quickly.) "We have been out of Psi
for 29 months. We want back in! (The letter stated one
problem. ) "We definitely have repairs to make. We want
the house for actives to live in, for alumni to come back
to." (The letter pointed to other problems.) "President
Sparks wants the house for a civilian dormitory. The
other fraternities on campus feel we should wait until
next fall-almost a year, before all houses re-open . They
just want to penalize us for being tops. Our time in
school is short, we want Psi, its friendship and pleasures
now." (The letter had a clincher. ) "The alumni are the
ones who can help make this dream come true. ·we actives will help all we can. Any Gieu;s, any takers." Signed,
"John Vale, Corresponding Secretary, Psi. Perge!"

A meeting of the housing trustees was held within
days after tqis missile had hit target. It was at this meeting that Ray D. Brown, '08, came to the fore. Psi was
in need, "Bo" answered the call. He gave assurance of
the $15,000 to $20,000 needed to refurnish Psi, but his
was not the only help.
Brother "Ned" Ames, Brother John Collett, and many,
many other alumni of record joined in, in true Fiji
fashion.
In a determined memo of late October, 1945, circulated
by Brother Phil Leffel, the meaning was clear.
I think the boys should have the privilege ... of
living in our house. They are Phi Gams. We have
no valid or sound reason to deprive this group from
occupying their property. Let's remember that Psi
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of Phi Gamma Delta is one of the oldest, one of the
first to occupy a house, or own a house and build a
house! Let's don't lose this prestige at this time.
Likewise, Harry Duckworth, '92, Crawfordsville hunberman, spoke up.

If the boys are able to swing it by February-well
and good, and if not we might be able to rake up
enough to take care of the deficit. Within a year or
so do not believe they will have to worry much over
finance. For some decades we have gone to the house
and licked up their food and hospitality and it is
high time we were making some return.
All
ing a
right
those

these men, alumni and undergraduates alike servcommon purpose, knew the power of saying the
things to the right people at the right time, in
times.

We received grateful boosts from our alumni all
across the land-all the way back to A. A. Yount, '77.
We maintained touch with every available and interested alumni and with undergraduates who would
be coming back. Our goal was: "Open Psi in February, 1946."
From records available, it remained for the masterful
touch of "Bo" Brown, with his catching spirit, to operate
in the manner required. He got decorators, carpenters,
stone-workers, architects, and "jack of all trades" friends
moving into the fray-and he put his money into it until
the time when it could be repaid by an increase in the
mortgage. He came to Crawfordsville twice a week to
see the job was being done-and done it was. His was
the limestone fireplace, among other renovations.
Psi alumni were heavily behind the program with
letters and personal contacts with Wabash President
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Sparks, who finally saw the light and said, "the Phi Gams
are ready-they'll open first in the spring of 1946." The
job had been done.
The other five fraternities did not open until the fall
of the same year-seven months later.
The Wabash College yearbook for 1946 said:
The credit for having the house reopened can be
attributed to John Vale, who started the ball rolling.
The roster spreads over eight years of Wabash men,
some pledged in 1938, some only last year-but all
have pitched in with equal zeal in reopening the
chapter.
The chapter then had 33 brothers, united and raring
to go! Included were 18 major sport letter men, including Richard Neibur, then president and still tireless halfback, who was returned from the wars. Brother Neibur
later resigned as president to concentrate on comprehensives and was replaced as "E" by Harold Pennock,
'48. The Fiji contribution ( 5 starters and 7 "first-in-subs"
on the varsity) to the gridiron squad was primarily responsible for the 26 to 0 defeat of the DePauw Tigers
that fall.
Brother Neibur recalls,
Our intramural team was tops, we had the president of Sphinx, Senior Council and lead parts for
Scarlet Masque. We practically owned the "W" mens
club and Pan-Hel that year was outstanding because
nobody remembers it. Of all the years that Psi
Chapter has been active, this group of Fijis was
unique in the variety of personalities (Jekyll to
Hyde), ages ( 18 to 30), experience (Okinawa to
Main Street only) that have ever existed. A cherished memory as the "E" for the chapter in those
days.
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A more academic view of the end of this era at Wabash
recently given by Acting President of the College,
W. W. Shearer states:
Then came what l believe was the beginning
of the revolution in American higher education-the
wave of veterans. Encouraged by the G.I. Bill, in
a hurry to complete their education and get on with
their careers, they provided a yeasty element which
previously had been, even if not at Wabash, a serene
accumulation of hours and credits for four years
until ultimately a degree was attained. Older by
several years than the ordinary college student, these
veterans brought a maturity of outlook which challenged the best that a faculty member might offer.
If their behavior outside the classroom may be
judged by what I observed at Wabash, it is surprising that institutions with rigid rules did not find their
foundations cracked by the spirit of independence
which these young men displayed. Fortunately their
attitude was in complete accord with the Wabash
principle-the fewer rules the better, each man is
responsible for his own life, behavior as a gentleman and a responsible citizen was, apart from academic achievement, the only criterion for remaining
at Wabash.
In the first full year following the war, 556 students attended Wabash, thus shattering the more
or less mythical peak which had previously been
reached in the 1920's. And with this increase in the
student body came a corresponding increase in
faculty, both in quality and quantity, and an expanded physical plant.
World War II had truly sent a multi-faceted crew of
men back to Wabash College and to Psi in 1945 and
1946, men who had known death, men who had known
life in its variety of strange and endearing forms, and
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others who knew little of either, but really wanted to!
Psi had its share of all these. And Psi was off the ground
and flying, first of all fraternities at Wabash after World
War II.
There remained one problem:
"Psi is looking for a mascot, preferably a large
do.g.,We would appreciate help from the alumni on
th1s.
What powerful messages the "LITTLE GIANT FIJI"
can carry!
A Great Dane wandered into the house the next evening.

2.5

Chapter 11

The Post-War Era
1946 - 1951

L1irty-three Fijis living in the house in the spring ot
HJ46 weathered the storm of Psi's rebuilding and finished
the term with a good all-around record. But Psi was not
alone with reconversion problems.
In a March, 1946, interview with "The Little Giant,"
a temporary college publication, President Frank Sparks
released his plans for the Wabash building program:
"Waugh Hall, a biological science facility, a Student Union, or Campus Center building, and a
dormitory to house some 137 men are high on the
schedule in the near future," Dr. Sparks said.
Rebuilding professional reputations and individual
positions also were currents then running within the
faculty and the student hotly.
The main editorial in "The Little Giant"' was entitled,
"That Old Feeling." It cussed and discussed the spirit of
Wabash College, what it had been pre-war, during the
war, and post-war. "Why isn't that same spirit here today,
that unique feeling of a grand school ready to take on
any problem." From the editorial it was apparent that
the "grand problem" of the clay was housing.
Simultaneously, a revival of the college newspaper,
"The Bachelor," was planned by the college "as soon
as the paper could make itself self-supporting."
Chapel speeches of the day were by Dr. Nmwood
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Brigance, Dr. Theodore Gronert and James Paterson.
Dr. Gronert's talks pleaded for better understanding of
Russia. "Russia doesn't want war, just friendly nations
on her border." Dr. Brigance spoke, "in his dynamic
way," about the "Transfer of Hate from the Germans
and Japanese to the Russians, British and to Racial and
Religious Minorities." No small subject for one talk, but
he handled it all! And "Pat" Paterson gave an outline
of student activity plans which covered everything from
dances to religious discussions to "we are open for
suggestions."
But Psi moved ahead, despite the variety of opinions
on the national and college rebuilding to be done. The
post-war renovation shows:
The slate roof and metal work on the house were
repaired. The porch roof was renewed. Brick and
stone work were re-pointed and cleaned. The exterior and interior of the entire house were completely repainted and revarnished. The heating plant
was overhauled. Hot water and water softener tanks
were replaced. The sump pump assembly was rebuilt. New rugs, linoleum, study chairs and lamps,
kitchen range, deep freeze, chinaware, glassware,
silverware, drapes, beds, mattresses, pillows, hallway
runners, living room fireplace and light fixtures were
refurnished. Bridge tables, chairs, smoker stands and
table tennis sets were added to the recreation rooms.
All of these items and many others (among which
were the oil burning heating system with 2,000 gallon storage tank, new electric refrigerating unit and
other similar improvements and additions installed
and paid for by the active chapter) were necessary.
In January 1, 1946, there were $13,500 of outstanding bonds, dated April 25, 1926, secured by the
old mortgage on the chapter house property, of
which $5,000 were held in the treasury of the associ-
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tion. To finance the rehabilitation as described earlier it was necessary first to acquire and retire the
$8,500 remaining outstanding bonds that were held
by the public.
Except for the items which were paid for by the
active chapter during the years 1946 and 1947 and
two or three items paid for by the association during the transition period, all of the funds required to
finance both the rehabilitation and the purchase and
retirement of bonds were advanced by Brother "Bo"
Brown in the total amount of $30,572. Of this
amount, $1,400 was contributed by "Bo" Brown and
payments aggregating $1,200 were received from
the active chapter, at the rate of $400 per month for
October, November and December of 1946. A payment of $3,000 was received from the association
treasurer on March 30, 1946, leaving the net amount
advanced by "Bo" Brown of $24,972.
A new mortgage and mortgage note, authorized in
the trustee's meeting of June 1, 1946, was prepared,
executed and delivered in satisfaction of these advances in the total amount of $25,000 bearing interest at four percent, payable over a period of ten
years, in form acceptable to the insurance company
with which arrangements had been made to place
the loan.
From this account of financing the house repairs in
1946, the Navy obviously had played hob with the chapter house and its furnishing. But all this work, by alumni
and actives alike, made it possible for the chapter to
open in the following September with more than 50
active men, and go into the 1947-1948 school year with
more than 65 active men, with Harold Pennock as president. However, the fiinancial liabilities of the Wabash
Phi Gamma Delta Association had risen to $24,000 from
the $12,500 figure of 1943 because of these expenditures.
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Robert Slade, '45, is one example of a war veteran
returned in those post-war days. He had entered Wabash
in the fall of 1941, started his second year in the fall
of 1942 only to find himself in the U. S. Army a few
months later. After a 3Jf year tour of duty he came back
to Psi in the fall of 1946 and went on to graduate in
June, 1948. Brother Slade remembers:
We had big chapters in the post-war days, diverse
age ranges-a real range of personalities. We were
strong scholastically and in key campus activities
such as Blue Key, Sphinx, etc.-a great, exciting
period. Campus clothing was a curious mixture of
old uniforms and plain old civvies!
Gene Burks, '43, also returned from service with the
Distintinguished Service Cross and as the most decorated Wabash man in World War ll , but had lost his
larynx from a sniper's bullet in the process. Brother
Burks, a big man in body and spirit, was also a king-size
influence in reviving fraternity and campus traditions
after the war. Brother Larry Chamberlain, '42 and '48,
who gained the rank of Navy I ,icutenant Commanderhighest rank achieved by any Fiji then-also returned as
a campus old-timer.
Word trickled back that the spirit of Phi Gamma Delta
truly had made a lasting impression on the Navy men
who had joined Psi during their V-12 days. For example,
Jack Adamson, '48, after only seven months at Wabash
had been transferred by the Navy to the University of
Michigan where he was active in Phi Gamma Delta's
Alpha Phi Chapter. Similarly, Hobert Doll, '48, affiliated
with the Alpha Iota Chapter at Iowa State University
upon his transfer.
Fully returneu to its pre-war strength and depth, for
the acauemic year 1947-48, Psi won the Beta Graduate
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Cup as the best all-around chapter of the fraternity in
Indiana. With 62 brothers ably guided by their president, Robert Long, '48, the chapter was the second
highest house scholastically on campus. Ten Fijis played
varsity football, four were on the varsity basketball team,
and there were a number of Fijis starring in track and
baseball.
Brother Long recalls:
Hazing was temporarily suppressed and we tried
somewhat unsuccessfully to substitute psychology.
Greater individual latitude was certainly more the
rule but the men were disciplined in their demands.
There was an overtone of seriousness toward academic achievement which undoubtedly was higher
than usual in undergraduate chapters.
Coal was the primary source of energy for heating the house and we decided it was high time to
eliminate this house job and substitute gas. This
change was accomplished but at the same time we
were sold on a temperature control unit which was
to operate on the outside of the house and provide
uniform heat throughout our rambling structure.
The oil unit was installed during the summer and
worked quite well until the first cold snap when
we discovered that something was wrong with the
thermostat device. It took us several weeks to unwind the problem and you can imagine the level
of grousing, complaining and fuss that this little idea
caused.
One event that we put on during the vear was a
Las Ve!!as casino replete with slot machines, dice
table, and all the appropriate decnrations. This
nearly wrecked our relationship with Dean Triopet
because some of the fellows insisted on takinl! home
their loot which was not accordine: to the rules of
the game for the party. I also remember a beer
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drinking bust with our chapter at DePauw which
established the superiority of our capacity but
strained relations for some years thereafter.
The October Pledge Dance, the Christmas Formal,
the Christmas party for the Montgomery County Orphans, initiation of 14 pledges early in March, the Norris
Pig Dinner and the Initiation Dance added their part
in rounding out the 1947-1948 year for Psi.
The annual Pig Dinner that year reflected the general
confidence of Psi's total recovery from the war era. As
usual, the guest of honor was "His Majesty, The Pig."
Pig Carvers were Harry Duckworth and Cliff Peterson,
toastmaster was John Collett. Hudson Ralph Sours, '31,
was the speaker. "The Scotchman" had never rung out
with such force. Keeping track of the nicknames, and
their subtleties, of the actives and pledges really must
•h ave been a full time job for the alumni present. There
was "Hypo" Carnes, "Sterno" Aulsebrook, "Knockers"
Knutson, "Side Saddle" Scott, "Barrel Butt" Slade,
"Raper" Draper, "Mother" Howard and "Neville" Chamberlain, among the upperclassmen, and "Chamber" Potts,
and "Rot Gut" Klein among the pledges. (These were
the printable names lifted from the program of that
year.) Obviously, Psi was back in form!
Fijis continued to win many top campus honors. Three
brothers were cited by President Sparks in the June,
1948, graduating class.
Philip C. Leffel, Jr. (Wabash '46) received the
highest honor bestowed by the college upon a graduating senior-the John Maurice Butler prize, given
to the member of the graduating class, who, in the
opinion of the faculty, is outstanding in both character and scholarship. Brother Leffel, an army veteran, was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, played varsity
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football and was editor of the yearbook. He studied
at Oxford in the summer of 1947. Selected for distinguished honors was John L. Naylor, Jr. (Wabash
'49), while Robert B. Slade (Wabash '45) was one
of the 12 seniors scoring "first" in senior comprehensive examinations, as was Phil Leffel.
After World War II several revolutionary social
changes occurred, including the first break in hazing.
They put up the 'board" in April, 1946, and practically
stopped using it on freshmen. Road trips were out of
style. Many of the "rooks" were older fellows, with war
records and it just didn't sit too well to get five swats
for not tipping a pot or lighting an active's cigaret.
Moreover, a general anti-hazing trend was gaining
momentum in national fraternity circles as well as the
academic world. Dean Trippet, in a January, 1951, letter
to Psi President Don Pratt, said:
Each January for several years I have written all
fraternities on the Wabash Campus to invite them
to eliminate from their pledge training programs
practices which are commonly described as "Hell
Week" or "Work Week." For the progress which has
been made on this problem in recent years I wish to
commend all fraternities at Wabash and I also want
to recommend that all fraternities consider again this
year constructive programs as substitutes for practices which have repeatedly brought public censure
on the American fraternity system.
I shall expect you as president of your chapter to
see to it that the following points are strictly observed:
1. Any such program shall be confined to the first
three days of the second semester and shall be
concluded before Thursday, February 1.
2. The program shall not include anything which
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impairs the academic obligation of the fraternity pledges involved.
3. The program shall not include anything which
involves risk of physical injury or which is
morally degrading.
4. The program shall be confined to the fraternity
house and shall not involve anything which may
lead to public criticism of the fraternity or the
college.
Too, for the first time the married student entered the
life of the fraternity and the college. Many lived with
their wives across the New York Central Railroad tracks
in a place known as \1ud Hollow. Attesting to the selfassertiveness of the period, open bars were established
at dances and other social events in the chapter house.
However, a local high school student got "potted" at a
Phi Gam bar, went downtown and busted out a plate
glass window. The college cracked down and closed the
house bars!
Further evidence of individualistic expression of the
times was the influx of sh1dent-owned automobiles surrounding the fraternity houses and flooding the campus.
For the first time in history the college had a parking
problem, not with faculty so much as the students. Dean
Trippet sent out a call for help in a letter to all house
presidents.
Because of the crowded parking conditions on the
campus I am going to request all students who have
cars and who live within a radius of four blocks of
the campus not to bring their cars on the campus.
Please get this information across to each person
in your fraternity who has a car and emphasize the
cooperation needed to help handle a difficult
problem.

During the next two years-just prior to 1950-Psi continued to thrive in many ways. House bills had risen to
$70 a month, but this was no deterrent to would-be Fijis
or returning actives. President of Psi through the 1948-49
year was ~1ilo Vale, '49. The yearbook called it "the
best year since the war. Contributing heavily to varsity
football, leading all the way in intramurals, standing at
the top scholastically, Psi has gone through no better era
than this one with its 60 men in the house. In June, 1949,
11 seniors were graduated. These men represented the
last of the prewar Wabash products, and all but one was
a World War II veteran. Conversely, this year's pledge
class was composed of all non-veterans except one!"
In 1949, death befell Brother Harry W. Duckworth,
'92, and Psi became one of the major beneficiaries of
this brother's unswerving generosity and love for the
c:hapter. His will left some S65,000 to Psi, the largest
single bequest ever received by a Fiji Chapter! The
money wiped out the $17,000 debt on the house and left
some $48,000 for the benefit of the chapter and its
members.
But the full story is best told by Brother Edward
Ziegner, '42, written at the time of Brother Duckworth's
death:
Across long years of service to his community, his
church, his college and his friends, the late Harry
Wright Duckworth (Wabash '92) never forgot his
fraternity.
His loyalty and love for Phi Gamma Delta burned
brightly from his initiation in 1891 until his death
in 1949-a span of 58 years.
And in the twilight of his life, in 1945, he wrote a
will leaving what amounts to $65,000 to Psi Chapter
-the largest single bequest ever received by a Fiji
chapter.
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He said simply in his will, after he had left onethird of his total estate of a quarter of a million dollars to the Wabash Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Crawfordsville and a third to Wabash College: "The
remaining one-third shall be paid to the Wabash
College Phi Gamma Delta Association and it is my

HARRY

W . DucKWORTH

desire that said funds be applied toward the payment of the debt against their chapter-house."
Through the records of the association, formed in
1902 "to purchase, maintain and erect a chapterhouse" and for allied fraternity objectives, runs the
name of Harry Duckworth. He was president of the
association in 1928 when the trustees took over the
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obligation of the house, which had been built two
years before.
A resident of Crawfordsville, he seldom missed an
alumni function and saw the sons of Psi come and go
across the years. H e was always a part of them and
of the chapter.

JOHN CoLLETT

Now the association, under the presidency of John
P. Collett (Wabash '24) , for 18 years treasurer, is
busy with plans for the use of the $48,000 available,
after payment of the outstanding house debt.
The Duckworth Fund has paved the way toward
the establishment of a building fund, toward the
day when Psi will need a new lodge or will have to
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do extensive remodeling of the present house. Even
though there is no debt on the house, the chapter
will continue to pay rent and such payments above
taxes, insurance and maintenance, will go into the
building fund.
Brother Duckworth's generosity to Psi began long
before this bequest-he gave $1 ,000 toward the present house in 1926. He thoughtfully provided for the
payment of taxes on the bequest to Psi, so that the
chapter receives the full $6.5,000 .
.-\nd the name of Harry Wright Duckworth will
occupy, as it always has, a very special place on the
chapter roll.
Throughout the 1946 to 1951 era the Wabash College
Alumni Association continued to function effectively as
financial advisor to Psi . Brother Brown was president of
the association trustees from 194.5 until June, 1949, when
John Collett was elected president. Other men who
served as trustees during this period were Philip Leffel,
'14, William Backman, '24, Paul Stump, '11, Harold Cash,
'24, ~·Iarsh McKay, '14, Dan Evans, '44. ~Iinutes of these
association meetings showed considerable concern about
the collection of $100 house "notes" which had been
signed at the time of initiation by brothers in years past.
Several efforts were made to speed the payment of these
obligations, but the returns were, unhappily, few and
slow. House notes outstanding in 1950 totaled almost
821,000.
The school year 1950-1951 began with flying colors
for Psi. Don Pratt, '51, was president. He earlier had
served as pledge trainer and recalls:
I honestly believe there is as much or more to
learn in these activities than any other on campusabout people and values. The college left us pretty
much alone-we had the housing. Later on as the
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college was able to build more housing they tried
to put us under tighter control and I protested
vigorously against this. George Brown was still going
strong and from 1947 through 1951 the house started
buying a $25 Savings bond each month for George's
inevitable retirement. In 1951, house bills were up
to $75. I loved that "House" but I don't believe it
detracted from my love for Wabash College-rather
I think it enhanced it.
As to the house presidency in those days, Gene
Potts, '51, was elected for 1949-1950, served most of
the term but got married and moved out. Charles
Scott, '51, served the unexpired term.
The chapter had 22 pledges, 40 actives in that fall of
1950. Fijis were installed as president of the Senior
Class, Blue Key and Scarlet ~1asque. The house won
the Pan-Hellenic scholarship cup. 1l1e trustees purchased
new carpeting for the downstairs. the exterior was repainted and all windows refitted.
1l1en came another pinnacle! Psi captured the coveted
Cheney cup again (for the academic year 1950-51), with
a 97.3 score out of a possible 100!
The fraternity's national magazine, "The Phi Gamma
Delta," acclaimed:
Psi topped all chapters in ex-tra-curricular activities and ranked third in scholarship and chapter
relations.
The Fijis at Wabash were a well-rounded band.
The astounding roster of activity men included eight
members of Blue Key, as well as the president of
that honorary soqiety; the president and three members of Phi Beta .Kappa; the presidents of four other
campus organizations; senior class president (each
of the classes had a Fiji as one of its officers); the
varsity football captain and 12 lettermen; key personnel in the dramatic, choral and religious groups
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and professional societies; staff members whose work
resulted in Fijis being named as the editors of the
three major campus publications-the Bachelor,
Caveman and Wabash.
Represented in all phases of campus activity, the
chapter realized the goal of placing every member
and pledge in outside activities, as well as giving
them a position of responsibility within the chapter
organization.
Interfraternity competition records the Psi Fijis as
winning permanent possession of the scholarship
cup; singing themselves to first place at the annual
vocal fests; earning the Number 2 spot in intramural
athletics, with several firsts and seconds to their
credit in individual sports, and preparing the second
best homecoming decorations.
The powerful campus position which these activities reflect was founded on an effective internal organization. A sound financial position (the ledger
revealed a profit of $2,084 at the year's end) was
maintained and the law stipulating that members
leaving the chapter owing money should sign notes
securing their debts was enforced.
Those who did leave with financial obligation
were contacted by a series of letters asking for payment. An assistant treasurer was trained and nearly
$4,000 was expended on repairs to the chapter-house.
Continuing the high scholastic achievements of Psi,
the years 1946 through 1951 . saw the Fijis either first or
second each semester compared to the all-fraternity and
all-college scores. Thus were the deeds of Psi as the
school year of 1951 closed on the post-war era.
In retrospect, the first years after World War II carried with them onto the campus and into the fraternity
a feeling of "we won the war, we can pretty much do
anything we want." Then as this victory ''blush" wore
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off, a more serious attitude appeared. As college enrollment burgeoned and more and more young men realized
the need for college education, almost all students realized they had a job ahead, that they were indeed fortunate to be in Wabash, and that they really ought to
make the most of it.
Wabash College enrollment in 1949 was 594 students.
Tuition was $2.50 a semester. The freshman class had
reached 153, highest entering class in history. Under the
dynamic leadership of President Frank Sparks the college
building dreams began to come true. Waugh Hall, the
new biological science building, was completed in 1947.
The Campus Center with its adjoining Wolcott and
Morris dormitories were assured, with money pledged
and board approval. These were years of growth, of
getting ready for the big 19SO's, and even further out
ahead.
Steady improvement in academic excellence was also
a primary purpose of the college under Dr. Sparks and
Dean Byron K. Trippet. For example, J. Harry Cotton
(Philosophy), Edward L. Haenisch (Chemistry), John
Van Sickle (Economics), Philip S. Wilder, Jr. (Political
Science), R. Robert Mitchum (Music), Willis Johnson
(Biology), and Benjamin Rogge (Economics) joined the
faculty during the post-war era. Undoubtedly the fine
guidance of Wabash scholastic and financial affairs by
Dr. Sparks and Dean Trippet were of substantial inHuence on the accomplishments of Psi Chapter itself during
those vital post-war years.
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Chapter Ill

The Affiuent 1950's
1951 - 1960

J

n the spring of 1951 , Bradford Johnston, '.52, was
elected Psi pres ident and he undertook the job with
optimism and energy. Sure the house possessed the
Cheney Cup! Still, there was work to be done. A new
program for alumni relations was developed; a new
merit-demerit system for pledges, modeled after the Omicron D euteron Chapter, Ohio State University, was instituted; and the evasive grandfather clock came to Psi!
Over the past 15 years all who enter Psi have been
impressed by the seven-foot grandfather's clock which
stands in the entrance hall of the house. But few know
the story.
ln January, 1951, the clock was offered to the Fijis.
transportation paid, by Brother John A. Martin, '27. It
was a Martin family heirloom of significant value. The
Fijis eagerly accepted, and then started a daily watch
for its arrival. But a February rail strike delayed immediate shipment. Additionally, Brother Martin wrote
to say,
The works of the clock are stored in a private
place down near Gary, Indiana, and if anyone is
coming up here I can make arrangements for them
to pick up "the works"-weight about 100 pounds
plus the chimes, one of which is about five feet long.
Later in February, Brother Martin wrote to say, "the
clock is crated, and the railroad will deliver it within
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the next ten days." But that didn't happen.
Over the next few weeks at least a half-dozen letters
were exchanged among worried rail and fraternity officials trying to locate the heirloom. In early April,
Brother Johnston, then chapter president, said,
The express office here knows nothing about it,
yet Brother Martin says it was delivered to the Chicago office weeks ago.
:\Ieanwhile, a pair of good-natured Chicago girls driving
to the Fiji house somehow got the word on the ~'works,"
picked them up near Gary and delivered same safely
to the Fiji House.
On April 8 the clock was delivered late in the evening by the express office-without a word as to where
"grand-dad" had been for over six weeks. And no one
eYer took the trouble to find out; they were all so pleased
with the gift. Cabinet makers and watch makers were
called in, the clock was eventually put together-and a
great round of "Huzzahs" went up from the assembled
brothers as the clock chimed out for the first time on
a late April evening.
Brother Martin's gift has been a regular reminder of
study hours, meal time and bed time from that day forward to hundreds of Little Giant Fijis, alumni and
friends.
Strong interfraternity rivalries, with the Betas, Sigma
Chis and others continued. It was always great to beat
the Betas in anything! From the early 1940's had come
the legend of how the Fijis beat the Betas in an exciting touch football playoff when Fiji Gordon Gregory, '45,
intercepted a pass thrown by one Beta to another. But
the ball bounced, like a bullet, off the receiver's head into
Gregory's arms. He went for a quick touchdown. "Brickhead Betas" they were referred to after that.
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In the spring of 1951 the Fiji dog was named "Babe."
Apparently "Babe," and "Otto," the Beta canine, hadn't
heard about the long bitter rivalry. Anyway, it was spring,
as the following attests:
May 16, 1951
Tau Chapter
Beta Theta Pi
Crawfordsville, Indiana
Sirs:
Without any intention of casting aspersions on the
character of your dog, "Otto," who is doubtless of
undisputable pedigree and the subject of punctilious
upbringing, or doubting the veracity of your records
of the "transaction" in question, it is the considered
opinion of this chapter that we should point out to
you the improbability of your dog's having either
sufficient stature or virility to have performed the
canicular deed which you claim.
If, however, by some quirk of fate subsequent investigation reveals that Otto was indeed the father
of Babe's children, we will have but one course to
follow: with pleasure we will give to you the fruits
of your dog's nefarious actions in the form of several
ugly, multi-racial bastards, and with some degree
of reluctance we will follow the torhwus course
through the courts charging "assault with malignant
intent towards the virginity of a minor," till finally
justice be done and society be rid of your pestiferous
pup.
With kindest regards,

Psx
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Despite such diversions, the school year of 1951-1952
saw Phi Gamma Delta continue as a campus leader.
"Bachelor," "Caveman" and "Wabash" editors were from
the house as were presidents of Blue Key, Alpha Phi
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Omega, Y.\I.C.A., Scarlet Masque and the Political
Forum.
The Korean conflct was of national significance during
the early 1950's, but it appears to have had little effect
on either Wabash College or Phi Gamma Delta.
Frederic Lamb, '53, was elected house president in
.\larch, 1952, to succeed Brother Johnston. His report
on life and times of that year indicated "there was little
drinking in chapter house in those days-of water, that
is ... a tradition we had proudly carried forward from
days that even predate John Collett."
Brother Lamb went on:
We had a chapter of approximately 70 plus, with
a scant ten seniors: Bill (Hose) Bachman, Joe (Card)
Carter, Karl Dickerson, Roger (Bulldog) Drummond,
Fred Lamb, Dan (Beep) Korb, Dave ( Sito) Saunders , Pete (J. Edgar Schmover-the-\1over) Schma,
Dick Williams and Tom (Big T.) Woerner.
As president I had the honor to accept the second
(and thus far, the last) Cheney Cup award for Psi
Chapter at the Mapleleaf Ekklesia in Toronto in the
summer of 1952. The house was under the leadership of Brad Johnston when the information for
judging was given. Nonetheless, during my year the
group of men were equally tops.
George Brown was still Kitchen King-Pin. Babe,
the chapter Great Dane, was queen of the house but
she decided to run away to a less traumatic environment.
Music was almost always heard on Friday or
Saturday nights, after midnight. Kevin Orr (a nonPsi man but a great piano player) would combine
his talents with Brothers Joe Bubala, Karl Dickerson
and Gordon Howard to soothe the ruffled feathers of
the brothers retreating from "An Evening at DePauw."
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"nlis was the year the furnace blew up and was
replaced-the year the entire kitchen was remodeled
and entirely re-equipped-the year Jim Ogle donated
the first pool table the chapter ever had-the year
Psi came in second in scholarship, second in intramural athletics, second in the Section IX songfest,
and first in homecoming award-the year that ground
was broken for construction of the Wabash Student
Union and dormitory- the year Dave Saunders, Bill
Bachman, Dick Williams, Tom Woerner and Bob
:\1orris moved out of the chapter house into Mud
Hollow with their newly acquired wives-and it was
the year of the demise of the Western Union Girls
School (W.U.G.S.) .
Frequently Psi was heavy in varsity athletics, then
again in campus political and social activities. Wabash
and Psi life seemed never to have been better. And there
were periods of individual meditation too.
Comments from Donald Dinwiddie, '56, show what
influence those college years were having:
No earth shaking events happened at Wabash
while I attended except the impact of unusually fine
professors on a young man's mind. Men such as
Byron Trippet, Ben Rogge, Bob Harvey, Bob
Mitchum, John Van Sickle, Phil Wilder, Professor
Roberts, have greatly influenced my thoughts and
actions during the succeeding years.
If Psi chapter has not striven to banish from its
heart the hypocrisy of prejudice among the ideals
we confess to, then-there lies it major work. True
brotherhood cannot be limited by any arbitrary lines.
\1y only disappointment at Psi involved this point.
It takes a great deal of courage to live up to the
ideals that we confess in meetings. Just as the brothers who preceded us displayed courage in their
founding of our fraternity.
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Large chapter membership continued through the mid1950's as the college enrollment target was increased to
750 stuuents. An average Phi Gam house then, including
pledges, was 60 men. In some years it went as high as 70.
In 1956, Psi chapter won the State Day songfest and
won the inter-fraternity sing {or the third year in a row.
As the 1957 Wabash yearbook stated, "the Phi Cams
always were a singing fraternity." In the two years, 1956
and 1957, about half the Wabash College Glee Club
were from Psi.
For the school year 1953-.'54, Brother John Proffitt was
Psi president; for 1954-.5.5, it was Richard Tulley; for
1955-56, it was "Wes" Gregor; and for 1956-57, Gene
Pride was "E."
Ray Swanson, DePauw '27, was Purple Legionnaire for
1954 and 1955, succeeding Brother Peterson.
Brother Tulley, chapter leader in 1955, comments
candidly on the mores of the mid-fifties:
Psi had only commonplace success in intramurals
in 1954-55, about mid-way in the standings as I
remember. We were first in volleyball and in the
middle with all the rest. The seniors all passed
comps. Pan-Hel was the big dance as it was for
everyone then. I recall that Hay Rice (Dr. Raymond
Rice that is) made quite a hit Friday night at the
big dance wearing short tux pants. I might add, his
date that night eventually married him anyway!
Our freshman class had more than its share of
troubles that year. As a group they happened to be
on a blanket party at Pine Hills when a drunk civilian fell off the Devil's Backbone and killed himself.
The trouble was, it was 1 a.m. and they all had their
DePauw dates down there. We had talked to the guy
sometime before he fell, ami we spent many hours
in the Dean's office, and with the sheriff, before we
got off the hook.
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The Fiji convention that summer was in Los
Angeles and president-to-he \\1es Gregor and myself spent a week in California in August. Great!
Scholastically, I don't recall that Psi was any great
shakes· that year. We had Phi Beta Kappa Dave
Lewis in the house and we were above the all men's
average at the college, I think.
We had our fights, like whether to let the boys in
the "pit" serve cocktails before the dance, and who
was to get fined for missing msh weekend, but
across-the-boanl we were one of the top houses on
campus. There was a good spirit of cooperation and
unity in the house. We beat DePauw in football (we
always did then)!
We started that famous ten-year string of wins in
the Mother's Day Songfest in '54, as I recall.
I don't suppose there was any more <h:inking in
the house then than in any other house or in anv
other year when drinking ·was against the rules O'f
the college. In fact, it may have even let up a little
after one brother, six-foot, seven-inches and 260
pounds, tried to break the place up the night of the
Freshman Beer Party.
We maintained a real good standard in our pledging, never went to the hot-box technique. vVe had
a good group of men each year and the few that
weren't so good didn't stay in school anyway. Pledge
hazing really was on the way out.
The Fiji Island Dance came back to Psi in '54.
complete with waterfall and pond in the living room.
It now receives more attention than Pan-He) each
year.
As to the chapter house itself, bills for repairs and
new equipment continued at a steady rate. The Phi
Gamma Delta Association reviewed and generally approved of a stream of items from new porch furniture,
to redecoration of the Powder Room, to new desks and
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carpeting. Two major problems seemed always to plague
the house though. The sump pump and the shower room.
Neither, apparently, was basically "right" to keep the
water where it should be. A parade of architects, plumbers and plasterers marched patiently through the halls
working on these two problems almost annually.
By 1952, prudent investment of the Duckworth money
had raised the net worth of the association to $115,000,
including the Chapter House and grounds. The net
worth stayed at relatively this level in the 1950's despite
the outgo of many thousands of dollars for house repairs
and new equipment'.
In June, 1954, after 23 years of service, John Collett
resigned as a member of the Board of Trustees of the
Phi Gamma Delta Association. Phillip Leffel, Sr., was
elected to fill the vacancy. New officers elected at that
time were \Villiam D. Backman, '24, president; Harold
Cash, '24, treasurer; and Daniel Evans, '44, secretary.
R. D. "Bo" Brown resigned from the association's
Board of Trustees in late 1955, and the board unanimously passed a resolution of appreciation for his many
years of valuable service. He had been a member most
of the years since his graduation and had helped burn
the mortgage on the original house at 207 South Grant
in 1920. In another area of financial service to the chapter, William Ramey, '34, offered to write $100,000 fire
and damage insurance, and $20,000 house contents insurance, at no profit to him or his Indianapolis insurance
agency.

Other highlights of the association's activities in the
mid-fifties included:

I. A report by John Collett that the Duckworth funds,
above those used to pay off the mortgage, had appreci50

ated from their original $47,000 to over $73,600, through
investment.
2. Paul Rusting, '37, was elected a trustee of the board.
:3. Two separate campaigns to collect old house notes
were started. The total then due from brothers had
reached the startling figure of $30,000.
4. The net worth of the association continued to increase (some $119,000 in 1957) despite the payment of
$6,500 for house maintenance improvements in 19.56,
and frequent other prior expenditures.
Contributing to the general well-being of student life
at the time were formidable accomplishments by Wabash
College itself.
On the academic side Eric Dean (Philosophy), George
D. Lovell (Psychology), Stephen Kurtz (History), and
Norman C. \1oore, joined the faculty . Dr. Kurtz served
as D ean of. Students and later as D ean of the College.
Norman \loore then became Dean of Shtdents.
Despite the steady growth of the college-its enrollment went over 600 and tuition was $300 per semester
in 1957-Wabash exerted much effort to retain that personal touch between faculty and shtdent which had been
it guiding philosophy since its founding year of 1832.
In 1956, Dr. Frank Sparks resigned as college president to head the National Association for Liberal Arts
College Foundation. He went to New York City. He
had made a great and lasting contribution to Wabash
College. For 15 years Dr. Sparks had unceasingly and
charmingly sold the cause of "the best Liberal Arts college west of the Alleghenys." His total dedication and
perseverance, his eternal salesmanship, pulled the college through some of its most trying financial periods.
Byron K. Trippet, a man whose full energies had been
devoted to the college, succeeded Dr. Sparks, while Ben
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Rogge succeeded Byron Trippet at dean.
Attesting to the work of Dr. Sparks and the Wabash
Board, as well as the generosity of alumni, friends and
foundations , were the spacious new Campus Center, and
Morris and Wolcott Halls. The latter two could each
house 36 men in relative splendor. They were completed
in 1954. The real jewel, from an academic position, however, was the handsome Lilly Library, completed in
1959. This grand hall included the Goodrich Room of
Great Thinkers, donated by Brother Pierre F. Goodrich,.
The Lilly Library will house 225,000 volumes. It currently has about 160,000 volumes. Available are the
latest in audio-visual equipment, 1,000 phonograph records, .500 periodicals, individual study carrells and research material of all kinds in depth.
On the gridiron, the Little Giants, under Coach Garland Frazier, had beaten DePauw six consecutive times
from 1949 to 1954; once, in 1952, by a whopping 47 to
0 score. However, th e pendulum had swung too far
toward the Scarlet! The next decade ( 1955-1965) was
to bring nothing but sour defeat (except for a 7 to 7
tie in 1956) for the Cavemen in their annual pigskin
hattie with the Tigers of Greencastle.
Thus, for the last five years of the 1950's, and the
first five of the 1960's, thousands of Wabash students,
and hundreds of Fijis, had no glimpse of the Monon
Bell! This sad lack of edification was remedied in 1966,
primarily by Fijis- and without benefit of a Wabash
football victory-in a piece of action and horseplay which
is told by the plotters themselves later on in this report.
Always known for their willingness to put on a good
house party or spark the "high jinks" of Pan-Hel, the
Fijis further became the campus "avant garde" in 1954
with their ''Fiji Island Weekend." Precisely how this
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"back-to-nature" frolic started is difficult to determine.
Did it come from "down in jungle town" or the mere
belief in practicing Fiji Island ways? Perhaps it was an
outlet to relieve the prevailing somberness of the atomic
age. Whatever the catalyst, the Fiji Island Weekend
since the mid-fifties, has become THE social event of
the year for Phi Cams and their girls.
Robert Bracken, Purple Legionnaire, from 1956 to
1960, describes THE weekend thusly: "The downstairs
of the chapter house is completely remodeled with papier
mache and chicken wire walls, complete with a flowing
stream and water fall. Everyone wears skimpy costumes.
You might say it is a trend of the times. For a while Fiji
Island-the living room that is-could only be entered
through a crawl tunnel at each end but the local fire
marshall finally got wind of this and now makes them
keep other· exits open too."
Brother Bracken's experience. as Purple Legionnaire,
covered what may some day be known as the "democratic liberal" period at the house. As an example of
how far things had gone then: "One night I went down
in the basement and found not just a dance bar for men
bringing in their own bottles, but a full time commercial
bar, running 24 hours a day, seven days a week in open
violation of the Indiana liquor laws-with the prices of
drinks actually posted on the door along with the hours
the establishment would be open to serve. Needless to
say, we got this one shut down right away."
References to "Fiji Island" occur in almost all Phi Gam
correspondence-as well as chapter minutes of those
years. One of the best descriptions of this now wellestablished festivity was written by Richard Bottomley,
'58, who was Psi president for the school year 1957-58:
Fiji Island that spring was a big blow out. The
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entire first floor was cleared of furniture and transformed by "daring-do" into a South Sea Island, with
live waterfalls, pools, bridges and dancing girls in
sarongs. One brother, collecting live vines for decorations, got into some poison ivy and spent a week
in the infirmary, flat on his back, with his eyes
swollen shut. Who knows how many Fijis have
flunked out-carried away by working on, or recovering from-Fiji Island over the years.
Probably none.
During this time Psi singing continued to be the
greatest. \Ve sang every evening at dinner, or after
dinner. vVe won every contest we entered.
Through the 1950's, George Brown's cooking became
more and more the topic of conversation-both pro and
c:on. "Too greasy." "Just right." "Not enough." "Great
steaks." "Really got a belly full." "Let's get the kitchen
c:leaned up, once and for all." Despite the controversy,
George stayed on-and indeed nobody would have known
what to do without him. His spirit was one of the most
nutritious entrees Psi had for 40 years or more!
.-\n Indiana spring can be the sweetest time of the
year. It can also be the wildest, much like the month
of March, "in like lion." The spring of 1958 saw the
Wabash young lions break loose in a manner that accidentally attracted national headlines. Here's the story
as recounted by Fiji participants.
An innocent water fight started at the Phi Delt
house, spread to the Kappa Sigs, Phi Cams and across
the entire campus picking up manpower and steam
along the way. Shortly arose the cry, "Let's go to
DePauw," and a 20-car caravan was organized ~n
front of the Campus Center. About 125 Wabash students made the trip. We parked at Blackstone stad-
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ium and started with the Phi Gam house at DePauw
to work ourselves across campus. Everyone was
armed with a waste basket and Brother J olm "Magoo" Wilhelm, had a large crescent wrench to open
fire hydrants for our water supply. The DPU students joined in and the activities spread across the
campus to the Student Union where we were intercepted by local and campus police. The first policeman climbed atop his car to threaten about 1,000
students by this time. Of course, he was immediately
hit by water from all directions. All local, state
police, sheriffs, and national guard were called out.
All Wabash students were taken to jail until it was
full. Thereafter, names were taken. Later in the
night Dean Rogge was called and we were all released from jail to his custody. Brothers Richard
"Botts" Bottomley, John ".\ lagoo" Wilhelm, and
Gordon ~'Gordy" Campbell rode back to Crawfords,·ille with Dean Hogge and Dr. Bedrick.
Others of us enroute hack to Crawfords,·ille were
informed there was a roadblock at the nine-mile
intersection and that we would probably get stopped
again.
Fortunately, the roadblock was down when we
went through. I did learn of one amusing incident
in connection with the roadblock when I got back,
however. It seems that one of our brothers-! won't
name him here-had reason to avoid any further
confrontations with the police. When he· saw that
cars were being stopped, he slipped out of the car
he was riding in and ran into the field next to the
highway. He succeeded in by-passing the roadblock
and then proceeded to nm all the way back to Crawfordsville-a distance of some 18 miles! It was no
less of a feat by virtue of the fact that he was a cross
country runner-they claimed he made it back to
the house before the others whe were riding in the
same car!
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The night was one of good clean fun, of students
venting spring fever, they say. However, the newspapers
got the story. The wire services said Wabash had squared
off against DePauw with ball bats. Almost every major
paper in the country carried an article on all the "destruction." However, total damage reportedly was really
around $200, most of which was to local police uniforms,
watches, etc. This was gladly paid by participating students-of both schools!
Following the nefarious excursion to Greencastle in
the spring of 19.38, the Fijis quickly returned to normal,
along with the other Little Giants who had been involved. Robert R. Nelson, '60, was elected chapter president, the Phi Cams finished third in intramurals, all
seniors passed their comprehensives-and the house took
first in campus scholarship for the year. Pay telephones
replaced the "open-use" phones, thus simplifying bookkeeping on house bills.
The last two vears of the 1950's-from the fall of 1958
to 1960-brought no startling changes to the Psi way of
life. Naturally there were differences of opinion within
the house, the normal disciplines to be observed, and
corrected, and the usual house repairs and upkeep.
Excerpts from the chapter minutes of 1959 ran the
usual range:
The Fijis are tied for first place in intramural
football.
The pledge trainer said the freshmen are not allowed to stay up after 12:30 without permission,
we must enforce study hours more, make sure the
pledges know their fraternity lessons, and let's stress
seniority very heavily.
A new dog was acquired and named "Fang."
Some of the brothers were criticized for:
Throwing knives on the floor.
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\1aking too much noise, leaving the lights on.
\1aking off with steaks and other food without
authority.
Some of the brothers were congratulated for:
Dance decorations, good attendance, behavior,
and winning the "Flowing Bowl" at State Day.
Winning the volley ball championship.
For being pinned, engaged or married.
The fall of 1959 started the Wabash Phi Gams on their
9.5th year. The president of the house was Richard Kite,
'60. There were 25 pledges. The house was full. There
was much talent. The Fijimen received the coveted Beta
Graduate Chapter cup for scholarship, athletic and
campus activities. In earning the cup the chapter had
men participating in all campus activities, but concentrated in cheer-leading, Scarlet \lasque, Glee Club, the
"Bachelor" and "'Wabash" staffs. The house captured the
intramural trophy and had several men on the footbalL
basketball and other varsity teams.
Brother . Kite comments:
In the fall of 1959 the jaws of everyone on campus dropped when Dean Kurtz suggested that we
might promote interfraternity relations if two houses
would occasionally get together over a keg of beer.
You can imagine how that suggestion was greeted!
Thus commenced the "Friday Night Keggers," a
great institution. Every third Friday, one house
would buy a keg and invite another house to he its
guest. These affairs came to serve as the battlefields
on which the contests for the campus "Indian Playing" championship were fought. I tmst that Indian
is still being played and that I don't need to describe
it in detail. Suffice it to say that if somebody gives
your "sign" and you don't see it, you "chug" your
beer. I must say that, in all modesty, the Fijis usu57

ally came out on top-the winner was determined
by counting the number of men each house had
standing when it was over. (Sherrill Colvin and I
were two of our best. )
Comments from alumni who visited the house in 1950's
indicated a new kind of seriousness prevailed much of
the time.
Scholarship is much more regarded, although th eir
grad es aren't any better from a record standpoint.
But, emphasis on fraternity has tended to decrease
to some degree. Its affairs and rituals are not taken
as seriously as we once took them.
Another comment indicated that the "boys aren't as
friendly as they were a few years ago. Last time I went
back to the house nobody even came up to shake hands
and say 'Hello.' Where's the old Fiji hospitality?"
In the summer of 19.59, the complete downstairs,
including the powder room, of the chapter house received another "face-lifting." A complete decorating and
refinishing job was done at a cost of $6,000. A new
outside fire escape on the east side of the house, on the
recommendation of the fire marshall and insurance officials, also was erected at a cost of over $2,000.
The Phi Gamma Delta Association board of trustees
was increased from five to seven men. Brother William
D. Backman was still president of trustees and the other
board members were Harold D . Cash, Paul J. Rusting,
Daniel Evans, Robert Bracken, Robert Slade, and William S. Ramey. The net worth of the association had increased to $127,000 including house and grounds. Likewise, house notes outstanding had increased to $32,000.
As the college itself had completed several new buildings during the 1950's and had announced definite plans
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for other expansion to come in the early 1960's, some
Psi alumni and actives began to talk earnestly of a new
Fiji House.
The Wabash College Phi Gamma Delta Association
was obviously solvent. In some years the association had
even shown a profit despite the payment of substantial
sums for chapter house maintenance and furnishings.
Was the house old-fashioned and unattractive to "rushees?" Would a new chapter soon be necessary to stay
abreast of the times? These were some of the questions
that were sure to receive further attention as the "Affluent Fifties" ended for Psi at Wabash College.
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Chapter IV

Down The Home Stretch To 100
1960 - 1966

In the fall of 1960 the Wabash Fiji chapter house
was 34 years old. It had stood its ground proudly against
Father Time and an estimated 1700 brothers who had
spent four of the most active and energetic years of their
lives in it, around it, and on it. Many thousands of dollars
had been spent over the 34-year span to keep the property sound and competitive in every way. But the other
leading fraternities were boasting of money and plans
which would enable them to scrap their old lodges and
build glistening new ones. The college administration
itself had indicated, more than once, willingness to accept the deed to Psi property so that individual contributions toward fraternity construction would be tax exempt. This suggestion had been given due consideration
by the Wabash College Phi Gamma Delta Association,
and turned down.
Apparently there had been some friction in the active
chapter during the spring of 1960. But any lingering
spirit of discontent had generally disappeared by the
opening of the school in the fall. Brother Joe Barnette,
'61, was president.
Comments on that school year from Brother John W.
Dunn, '61, indicate,
The fall term hummed along rather smoothly. We
made an attempt to temper pledge training a good
bit-something I had always thought should be done
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-without any considerable success. In the spring
semester the chapter once again took highest honors
at the \father's Day sing under Jim Sonnemaker's
leadership. Election of Psi officers that spring was
unusual. Tom Gaisser was generally expected to become president, but at the last minute a sort of "grass
roots" campaign, mostly among the freshmen, rose
up in support of Terry Kilgore. After endless votes
and some heated campaign speeches, Tom squeaked
through. The chapter still seemed fairly well unified.
And a note of social significance: Steve Herman and
Jim Hutcheson inhabited "The Pit" (a basement
room next to the chapter room made into study and
sleeping quarters.) A fine pad indeed they main.tained, including all the luxuries of home, bar and
TV set. As I recall it, despite regular visits to the
"Silver Dollar," Jim Daniel and I had the only 3.0
average in the house that fall.
Dr. Jess E. Burks, '41, became Purple Legionnaire that
year, and for the next five years became a dedicated
leader in keeping Psi men moving onward. both at the
chapter house and in alumni matters.
The Wabash College year hook, reporting on Psi for
the 1960-61 vear said:
With Fijis holding such positions as "Bachelor"
editor, "Wabash" editor, and head cheerleader, with
officers in the Young Republicans, Economics Club,
Public Affairs Forum, German Club, Sigma Pi Sigma,
and Campus Center Board, and with three starting
football players and letter winners in nearly every
sport, the Phi Cams are represented in every phase
of campus life. After a slow year last year compared to the previous year's intramural championship, they again worked hard and managed to finish
second in this year's race. Scholastically, the fraternity has not ranked below third for over four years.
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As usual, the men of Phi Gamma Delta staged
their lavish Fiji Island dance in which the entire
downstairs was converted into a tropical paradise
featuring sarong-garbed couples, huts, a waterfall,
and painted island scenes.
Reports from alumni meetings of the day show that
Brother Thomas ~1arshall's oil portrait was taken down,
retouched and reframed, at a cost of $175, that house
bills were then $81 per month, that the porch and fire
escape were repaired, and that the shower room leaks
were of such a nature as to possibly "disrupt the entire
house if we dig into the floors and walls to find the
trouble." Probable expense and disruption led the Board
to table this discussion for a later decision.
Brother Gaisser, president of the house from March,
1961, to ~1arch, 1962, has made significant observations
ahout that period:
As fas as I remember, my period as president was
a normal one. Several things do come to mind:
l. The cabinet was unable to control satisfactorily
theft and frying of steaks by brothers.
•
2. We managed to win the ~lather's Day sing, but
just barely-the singing talent in the house had
become steadily thinner since 1958-59 when
most of the Glee Club were Phi Cams. Serenades at DePauw dwindled correspondingly.
3. We began to consider the evenhtal necessity of
George Brown's retirement.
4. It was difficult to maintain interest in chapter
meetings, although attendance at meetings was
still required .
.5. "Fiji Hospitality" was at times a bit ragged at
the edges, but the Fijis were first in intramurals
that year.
6. The dances, as usual, were highlights of the
year.
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7. The fellowship, which I believe to be the chief
reason for existence of a fraternity, continued
at a high level.
8. 0 (One brother was voted out of Psi (53 to 0)
because he wanted to help re-establish a TKE
chapter on campus. ln part, he wanted "out"
because of his dissatisfaction with the racial
policies of the national fraternity. This expulsion, at a brother's request, was an unhappy
"first" with the Wabash Fijis. )
"In my opinion, if fraternities are to survive, they
must be reorganized around Item 7 (above) as their
main purpose, perhaps doing away with some customs which are no longer appropriate," Brother
Gaisser said.
Due to close work between the active and alumni leaders, the spirit of cooperation and friendliness among
the chapter members had increased encouragingly in
1961 and 1962. By bearing down on house rules and
discipline, with a number of fines levied at the violators,
the disappearance of meat from the refrigerator had
practically ceased. Scholastically, the Fijis continued to
rank in the top three. Robert Kruse, '63, was elected "E"
for the coming year.
In the spring of 1962, Psi had an active chapter of 62
men, with 53 living in the house. Matters before the
alumni council included proposals to widen the driveway, purchase carpeting for the hallways and stairways,
examine and repair the entire electrical system, and
find a way to eliminate the water from the basement.
Meals and food service also were under study.
Action previously taken by the alumni association in
1961-1962 included refurnishing of study rooms on the
• Editor's note.
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second and third floors of the holiS<' , at a cost of $8,000,
asphalting of the rear parkiug lot, consideration of a
replacement for the then aging, but still willing, George
Brown. A statement of operations as of May 31, 1962,
showed total assets of the association to be $148,000, including an investment portfolio valued at cost at $84.752.
(Market value $109,298) Dr. Jess Burks was made a
trustee of the association to replace Brother Slade who
had resigned.
In the fall of 1962, Paul Husting was president of the
alumni association and it was confronted with three
major issues:
1. George Brown was showing an active interest

in retirement.
2. The house note collection campaign, with notes
20 years or more old being returned to the
brothers, had turned up only $320-a small return on the amount outstanding. A committee
was appointed to study the entire field of fraternity house notes.
3. Comprehensive studies on the advisability of
enlarging and repairing, or replacing, the chap- .
ter house with a new one.
President Kruse reported that the Fiji scholarship
effc.rt was i1~proving and "we are sure to be higher thar.
the eighth spot occupied in the spring of 1962. Psi was
third in intramurals, there were better housekeeping
practices, better spirit and morale and a good freshman
class of 20 members."
House bills had inched up again-this time to -$85, but
stiU one of the lowest on campus. Earlier in the year,
Brother Nate Pickett, '29, had been selected by the
alumni trustees to chair the forward planning committee
on chapter house reconstruction possibilities.
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Social life continued to play an important role in the
early 1960's. The Pledge Dance, informal dances after
major football games, exchange "keggers" with other
fraternities, Pan-Hel, Purple Garter, Fiji Island Weekend continued as annual festivities. The chapter won the
Blue Key Stunt Night with a well-planned skit entitled
"Dannie's Inferno" with Satan, Buddha and an unheavenly host of others hanging from the windows of the
chapel. The annual Christmas Party for the Montgomery
County orphans brought 22 children to the house for
dinner and gifts.
Charles "Chuck" Rubey, '64, came in as Psi president
in the spring of 1963. Brother Rubey recalls:
The flavor of the times seemed to me to be that
Wabash was slowly becoming too intellectual and
that the "good old days" of the "Hell-Roaring 500"
were rapidly leaving forever. Blue Key Stunt night
was, by way of rebellion, a crude thing. We won
Blue Key Stunts and got to keep the trophy when
it was decided that Blue Key Stunts had once again
been banned from the campus.
In the fall of 1964, our dog of several years, Betsy,
finally became too neurotic to be allowed on the
loose in Crawfordsville. She had started to attack
all the little dogs in the neighborhood, so we had to
send her to somebody's grandmother's farm. We soon
got another dog, "Sugar," who to the best of my
knowledge never learned how to climb stairs or
where to do what she had to do. Sugar was too
stupid to be neurotic. Sugar was a Bull Mastiff. Betsy
was a St. Bernard.
There were a few things that the cabinet either
did or tried to do during the year of 1963-64. As far
as I am concerned, the first real effort to modernize pledge training was made in 1962-1963, thanks
to Brothers Kruse and Augspurger. With Brother
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Rhiman Rotz as pledge trainer, we evaluated what
had happened the year before and tried to improve
on that. More emphasis was placed on pledge scholarship and consequently the pledges got second in
campus scholarship. We tried to cut down on the
senseless hazing with the inevitable result that the
sophs thought we were being too easy on the
pledges.
We tried having non-required chapter meetings.
It was a good theory, but it didn't work in practice.
(I still think that attendance at chapter meetings
should be on that basis!) We wrote a new set of
by-laws, and greatly improved the Little Giant Fiji,
which had been hurting as long as I had been at
Wabash.
In campus activities, we were approximately third
in campus scholarship and second in intramurals. As
far as I remember, we won the \lather's Day Sing.
House spirit was pretty good, and had gotten quite
a bit better than my freshman year. The house,
however, rather ignored the National Fraternity.
I think that Wabash attracts the type of student who
is hesitant to be openly "gung-ho" toward a National.
While it was reasonably easy to get guys to do something for the house, it was nearly impossible to get
them to do very much for the National.
Fiji Island got bigger and better every year, and
was, I felt, a real house function and not just something the pledges were forced to spend a lot of time
on. By popular demand, we had the traditional beercase booth at Pan-Hel.
After the last Fiji had left the house in June, 1963, the
impossible happened. George Brown retired! Forty-eight
Fiji classes had graduated from Brother Brown's kitchen
-and over the years, though not quite like the candlelight cuisine of the Waldorf, their stomachs had been

67

fully served. George Brown's retirement is told in an
article in The Wabash Bulletin that year, written bv
Brother Ralph G. Hesler II, '66.
"It will be a long time, a very long time, until
:\lr. George T. Brown will be forgotten by Psi chapter of Phi Gamma Delta, and Wabash College for
that matter. Mr. Brown, after spending almost halfa-century in the Phi Gamma Delta kitchen, retired
this month at the age of seventy.
"On January 1, 1915, George followed his mother
through snow and high winds to the place 'where
those Phi Cams live' to begin his culinary career;
\Irs. Brown ran the kitchen until 1923. And she ran
it ably and successfully. You called her Mrs. Brown,
and she allowed no horseplay in her kitchen. George
helped her by washing dishes and executing other
odd jobs. He left in 1922 but returned in 1928 to
fill the stomachs of thousands of Fijis.
George Watches Wabash grou;
"'\lr. Brown has seen vVabas\:1 College grow. During his lifetime on campus he served through the
administrations of four presidents of the college.
He was here when Goodrich Hall, Lilly Library and
Campus Center were built. He saw the gymnasium
and the chapel erected. He folJowed the Phi Cams
through four houses beginning with the 'Old Hell
Hole' at 207 S. Grant Avenue. Forty-eigh~ classes
haYe graduated during Mr. Brown's reign in the
kitchen.
"George rarely forgot a name and took pride in the
fact. He became the pledges' best friend. He met
eYery 'rook' within a few days after pledge training
had begun. You would walk into the kitchen to clean
it up for lunch and there would be George cooking
over a hot stove. He would turn around and say,
'What's your name, Boy?' You would tell him. Then
he would ask, 'Where's your home town, Boy?'
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Whether you said Indianapolis, Chicago, Columbus
or Detroit, he would reply, 'That's my home, too.'
You would go on about your work and he would
turn around, a smile on his face and mumble 'Yessub,' to himself.

Alumni go first to kitchen
"The kitchen was the first place returning alumni
would go. They wanted to see George, their cook.
George managed all of the ordering and preparing
of food. And he always gave the Fijis an excellent
meal. From one of their diaries is a menu of every
meal, in jest:
Eggs fried, simply fried
Fried eggs, hard
Soft fried eggs
Eggs- up
Eggs - eyes open
Fried eggs - looking at vou
Eggs eggs eggs
Fried fried fried
"Yes, George Brown ruled the kitchen, and if you
had any loose change, George was more than willing
to match you. But George never called it betting. He
always said, 'You knows we don't gamble at the
Phi Gam house; we jes' exchanges money so's I kin
help the brothers get through school.' Then he
would smile and say, 'Yessuh,' to himself. He 'exchanged' money on football and basketball. And in
the spring he was always for the Chicago Cubs.
Some evenings he would drive up to see his team
play.
"Back in the 30's he used to keep a little book in
the kitchen with him. The brothers would write their
name in it and the amount of money they wanted to
'exchange.' On weekends, he would take some of the
brothers fishing with him.

George was a wonderful man.
"When the brothers heard he was going to retire
at the end of the year they began a collection for
him. The Fijis now have over a thousand dollars
for George from alumni and actives. It may not be
much but it will help buy him the new car he has
been talking about. Above all, it is a token of admiration, respect and love for George.
George will be remembered
"Ninety-three years of Phi Gamma Delta at Wabash have gone by. There have been great years and
poor years. Each man who spends four years here
remembers many different experiences he had. But
there is one thing, one man that will never be forgotten by any Wabash Fiji. That man is Mr. George
T. Brown. And the people who knew him will always
remember him turning around, smiling and saying
to himself, 'Yessuh. yessuh.'"
Bernice Nichols, who had assisted her husband for
a number of years at the Beta house, was employed as
a replacement for George. Mrs. Nichols has done a commendable job since taking over and has played an important part in planning for meals during the chapter's
lOOth anniversary in June, 1966.
Fraternity hazing by the early 1960's involved little
if any physical harassment, such as paddles or wearing
gunny sacks for underwear. However, the "rooks" never
got off scot-free. The "Sea Dog Raid" was one popular
form of hazing, perhaps a resurrection from the late
1800's. All the sophomores, wearing white sheets and
carrying buckets of mixed kitchen condiments and
garbage, would invade the freshman dorm on some unpredictable night murmuring, "Sea-Dog-Sea-Dog." With
great spirit the messy and stinky mixtur~ would be
hurled onto the wisely silent "rooks." Orders to have
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the whole mess cleaned before dawn sent the pledges
scurrying for rags, mops and soap. The pledge class
learned, if nothing else, the spirit of working together
for a common cause of survival. Other pledge duties included carrying change for a dollar (precisely three
quarters, two dimes and one nickel) at all times, lighting
actives' cigarettes, and always possessing a pencil and
"black mark" pad.
One time-honored Psi tradition became less popular
early in the 1960's, and by 1966 it had almost vanished.
The practice of carving names on a wooden table top in
the house library lost its appeal to the more sophisticated
brothers of this modern age. Still, today in the library
there are two table tops hanging, and one still atop its
base, all three fully engraved with the signatures of
hundreds of Little Giant Fijis who have come and gone
over the past 100 years.
Wabash College itself was growing under President
Byron Trippet's fine leadership. ~1artindale Hall, a dormitory for 106 men, was completed in 1961. Baxter Hall,
a three-story Behavioral Sciences building, complete with
an electronic computer center in the basement, was
opened in 1964. Enrollment had risen to 720 students
in 1962; tuition was $650 a semester. Kenneth \V. Keuffel
had come in as head football coach and assistant professor of English in 1961.
Both Beta Theta Pi and Sigma Chi built posh new
chapter houses during this period. The Phi Psi house
was completely remodeled and enlarged. These three
ventures were all undertaken by deeding the fraternity
property to Wabash College so that alumni gifts for
remodeling and construction would be tax deductible.
The alumni put up half the money and the College made
loans for half for a 30-year term. The Lambda Chis and
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the Phi Delts also completed extensive remodeling programs during the early 1960's.
Almost everyone at Wabash was concerned with scholarship then. If the 1950's were serious, then the 1960's
were downright deadly. The fraternities were putting on
the pressure for good grades from all classes. The faculty,
too-probably the best total teaching group ever assembled at Wabash up to that time-pushed for higher
student accomplishments. The percentage of each class
going on to take graduate work rose steadily. Back in
the 1940's, only a handful of Wabash seniors planned
graduate work. In the 1950's, the percentage ran from
40 to 50 percent of the senior class. In the '60's, the
percentage had climbed to 68 percent.
Pressures from the school itself and from the competitive industrial age combined to make it seem vital
to obtain a graduate degree in order to prosper in a
chosen field. At least that was the prevailing impression
of the Wabash upperclassmen. Too, the possibility of
military service was not really appetizing to seniors,
even if they were not completely awestruck by two or
four more years of graduate academic work.
In the 1960's, too, came the age of the industrial recruiter. This program, started under Bennett Kline in
1959, was handled by Orner Foust, Wabash '42, Alumni
Relations and Placement Director, during this period.
By steady development, recruiters representing more
than 65 industrial and business concerns visit the campus each year to interview upperclassmen for possible
employment. This, too, has had some effect ~~ inducing
many students to go on to graduate school!
The Wabash College Development had been started
in 1959 as a means of improving the college's financial
position. This board was composed of industrial and
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educational leaders from throughout the U. S. Working
with this group, and the Wabash College trustees, President Trippet set a fast, determined pace to make sure
there would always be a Wabash College, well-endowed!
In 1962, the Ford Foundation presented Wabash with
a $2 million grant, provided the college itself could raise
$4 million within three years-a giant goal indeed, but
it was achieved in less than the required time!
On the athletic fields, however, Wabash still was unable to come up with a football win over DePauw. (What
did the Monon Bell look like-nobody at Wabash had
seen it for almost ten years.) Little Giant basketball,
track and baseball teams alwavs made commendable
'
showings, but the Scarlet eleven couldn't seem to beat
DePauw.
In th e spring of 1963 Brother William !\lcCarty, '64.
assumed the presidency of Psi. During his term the Fijis
placed in the top three in every campus competition
except Pan-He! decorations "where for the fifth sh·aight
year the judges refused to be snowed by the Fiji's beer
case booth." Among top honors were a first in the \!other's Day Sing (for the 15th time in 17 years), a
third in scholarship and in intramurals. The house was
full. Every conceivable room, including "The Pit" and
"The Womb"-the old coal pit remodeled-was in use.
President Rusting of the alumni association reported
on a survey, conducted by the Field Secretary, among
Wabash faculty and administration personnel. Phi Gamma Delta and Kappa Sigma were the two houses mentioned most frequently and favorably. Significant alumni
developments then were the election of Brother Ransom
Griffin, '51, to replace Dan Evans, '44, as a tmstee and
the unanimous approval of increasing, beginning September 1, 1964, each active member's house bill by approx-
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imately five percent, the proceeds to be put in the association's house improvement fund. This latter move was
made because of unsatisfactory payments on house notes
long outstanding, the future needs of the chapter for
rebuilding, and the desire of the association to avoid
deeding the house to th e college and then renting it back
again.

DAN EVANS

In the fall of 1864 the Fijis scored another "first." They
called it P.S.I. P.S.I. was a baby squirrel found on campus, and with true Fiji hospitality, the brothers moved
him into the house, fed him and played with him. It
was great fun until P.S.I. suddenly took sick and died.
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The question came in a slow panic: "Was the squirrel
rabid?" Seventeen of the brothers counted scratches,
cuts and bites from their former squirrel mate. They
went e11 masse to Brother Dr. Keith Baird's office. Meanwhile, some of the unscathed brothers decided to
cremate the squirrel's remains , thus precluding a sound
Board of Health test for rabi es. Taking no chances, Dr.
Baird prescribed "anti-rabies shots" for each man. There
followed an agonizing two-week period in which each
brother took 14 "hypo" shots in the belly. All of the
men came throu gh in fin e style, except for the constant
needling t!1ey took then, and for months afterwards!
Down to sixth place in the fall of 1964 scholarship
ranking's that year, Psi jumped to first place in the second semester. The Fiji fr eshmen were tops in scholarship. Th e brothers had a majority of men in Blue Key,
Pi D elta Epsilon and three cheerleaders.
It was a real going house. \Ve had 57 men living
in. Our spirit was high , our social events such as
Purple Garter and Fiji Island were real swingers.
TI1e Kappa Sigs and the Fijis engaged in their historic sand and water battle in the spring of 1965.
Eventual trophy of this fray was the front door of
the Kappa Sig house which for some time rested
proudly atop the roof of the Fiji terrace, but was
eventually and scornfully returned to its ownersafter the Kappa Sigs had b een made to do proper
penance.
The alumni association's total assets by then had risen
to $161,000, including an investment portfolio valued at
cost at $89,500. (Market value $148,730) The kitchen
had been totally rebuilt in the summer at a cost of
$12,000, and the third floor furniture had been replaced
to the tune of $5,000. Two great horned owls of Vermont
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marble ( 525 pounds each) were presented to the chapter by John Collett. At first they stood alongside the
fireplace, later they were installed atop the Grant Avenue terrace roof for all to see. John Schick, '51, replaced
William Backman as a trustee of the association during
this period. And the trustees were exceedingly pleased
to hear that Brother Hudson Ralph Sours had accepted
the chairmanship for the Psi Centennial Celebration,
then only 18 months away.
At the close of the 1965 .school year, Dr. Byron Trippet
resigned as president. He was a man who for Wabash
students and alumni alike over a 25 year period was the
epitome of "'abash College. During his tenure as president the school's endowment more than doubled, faculty
salaries became fully competitive, nearly two-thirds of
the faculty possessed a Ph.D. degree, and the reputation of the school as one of the top-flight educational institutions of the nation became unquestioned. In 1965,
enrollment at the college had reached 885 Little Giants,
the tuition was $725 per semester. \V. W. Shearer, '36,
formerly professor of economics and chainnan of the
school's academic Division III (social sciences) was
named acting president. The college board of trustees
appointed a committee of its members, including Fijis
Peck and Collett, to find a replacement for Dr. Trippet.
After a long, careful search, Dr. Paul W. Cook, economist
and faculty member of Harvard Graduate School of
Business Administration, was appointed the lOth president of Wabash College in April, 1966. He will assume
office July 1, 196o. At 39 years of age, Dr. Cook is
the second (the youngest was President Burroughs, at 35)
youngest president in the school's history. He is a native
of Illinois, and holds a B.A. with honors from Brown and
a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Chicago.
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Psi alumni have always been close to the college and
its policies from 1941 to 1966. This is sure to continue.
Phi Gams who have been members of the college hoard
of trustees in this 2.5-year span were John P. Collett, '24,

Shown above are a group of Wabash College Fijis who have been
Wabash College trustees. They are, left to 1·ight, Pete Edson, Bill
Howard, John Collett, Mark Brown, Prierre Goodrich, Dave Peck.
Absent when the photograph was taken was Ed Ball, also a Wabash College trustee. The photograph was taken about 1959.

Pierre F. Goodrich, '16, Edmund F. Ball, '27, Daniel P.
Evans, '44, Peter Edson, '16, Richard L. Snideman, '28,
William H. Howard, '29, Mark Brown, '11, Edward E.
Ames, '03, Roger G. Wolcott, '15, and David W. Peck,
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'23. Six Fijis, Brothers Ball, Evans, Edson, Collect, Peck,
Goodrich are still members of th e 20-man governing body
of the college! Currently Brother Goodrich is vicepresident, and Brother Collett is president of the Board.
Brother Collett also has been treasurer, 19.57-1965, and
twice a vice-president of the Board. In this l:34th year

PIERRE GOODRICH

since the founding of the college, Paul Husting, '37, is
serving as president of the National Association of Wabash Men.
Brother John Wilson , '66, had been elected president
of the house in the spring of 1965, but he married that
summer and planned to live out when h e returned in
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the fall, so he resigned. Brother Walter Grills, '66, was
elected presid ent in a special September election in the
fall of 1965.
As the Fijis entered their 100th year in the fall of
1965, it was the largest house on campus. Fifty-five men
lived in the 40-year-old house, 18 other actives lived
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in nearby apartments or second story "pads." House bills
were $92 ..50. The Fijis had finished first in scholarship
in the previous spring semester- and they were determined to preserve this record. Another determination
arose that fall-"Let's get the Monon Bell." Though this
desire was not confined to the Phi Gam house, eventual
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realization of the goal was predominantly a Fiji caper.
In two parts, here's the action as reported by "The
Bachelor" and other authentic Fiji sources:
From The Bachelor, November, 1966

"THE HOAX"
_\bout four weeks ago a plot was hatched on the
Wabash campus. Conceived by Jim Shanks. its purpose was to steal the \Ionon Bell.
While posing as a "~'lexico City News" reporter
on loan to the United States Information Service
to write a brochure on college life, Shanks was to
arrange a luncheon appointment with Dr. 'Villiam
H. Kerstetter, DePauw president. In connection with
this, he conceived a fictitious program under the
auspices of the 1vlexican-American Cultural Institute.
bY \\'hich \lexican students were to be brought to
tht' United States to study. Because Shanks was supposedly inYestigating custom and traditions, it was
hoped that the conversation would lead to whereabouts of the \ 'I onon BelL
On ?vfonday morning, November 1, Shanks and his
"Cuban refugee driver," Hay Santos, left for Greencastle and the luncheon engagement with Dr. Ker~tetter.

The meal went off as planned, with conversation
turning to such topics as the U.S.A., and the strange
color of the DePauw owl. After lunch the "~1exican
reporter" was introduced to Mr. Lou Fontaine, Director of Admissions. Kerstetter then excused himself, already having assured that DePauw would
supply at least one scholarship for needy LatinAmerican students who wanted to study in the U.S.
Fontaine was somewhat more skeptical; his predecessor had revealed the hiding place of the bell in
1959 and it had led to an eventual theft. When asked
for a letter of introduction, the student said such
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material was in the car and would be supplied later.
Dean of the University Robert Farber "rescued" the
student from his uneasy position and esc01ted him
out of the admissions office for a casual tour of the
campus. Farber was extremely enthusiastic about
the idea of more foreign students and felt sure that
the University could accommodate at least two
~1exicans.

When Shanks rejoined Kerstetter shortly before
3:00p.m. the former inquired about taking a picture
of the bell. "My gosh," the university president remarked, "why didn't I think of that. Would you like
to get a picture of that before you leave, if you have
time?"
Kerstetter did not, however, know the location of
the bell himself. He asked his secretary, who noted
ironically, "the last time I told a Yisitor where the
bell was , Wabash stole it." Kerstetter then phoned
:\.thletic Director James Loveless, who somewhat
reluctantly agreed to show the bell and supply se,·eral attractive coeds to picture with it.
Loveless arrived with two girls. Shanks had already picked up two other coeds. Loveless demanded credentials. Shanks produced a Mexico City
Foreign Press Club card which he received last
year while studying in Mexico. Jf Loveless had
examined the press card more carefully, he might
have noticed that it listed the Noblesville Dailv
Ledger as his paper.
·
Convinced that the Wabash students were ~Iex
ican, Loveless led the entire group to the second
floor of the Quonset hut maintenance building near
Blackstock Stadium. The Monon Bell was hidden
behind some barrels. Among the several pictures
taken was the one of Loveless and the maintenance
man, whose job it was to look after the bell. Shanks
asked him if it would be possible to take the bell
outside for some pictures, knowing well that out-
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side were waiting a dozen 'Vabash students and
Ray Santos, who was driving none other than former
Indiana Lieutenant-Governor Richard Ristine's car.
When and if the bell were brought out, the students
were to grab the bell and put it in the trunk of the
car and take it back to Crawfordsville. However, the
situation never materialized, and Shanks had to be
content with only the knowledge of where the bell
was. Everybody returned to Crawfordsville without
the bell, but Shanks did manage to bring back
824,000 worth of DePauw scholarships for "needy
\ ·Iexican students."
"THE HEIST"
By Brother Lou Bu bala ( '66)
We were pretty downhearted at the Phi Gam
house when we learned that the bell wasn't captured
that afternoon. Later, about 4 o'clock, Steve Claffey,
'67, and I were talking about it and decided that
we couldn't let this opportunity slip through our
hands, because it probably wouldn't happen again
for another ten years. After finding Ray Santos and
learning the location of the bell, we came back to
the house and sta1ted rounding up some of the
brothers. Most didn't believe we could grab it,
mainly because nothing was organized. Well, as it
turned out, that was probably the biggest reason
as to why we were able to steal the bell.
Time was running out because we knew that the
only time the heist could be accomplished was between 5 and 7 p.m., when everybody was busy with
supper. By 6:30, Brothers Ralph Hesler, '66, Jack
\1eng, '66, Frank Sedor, '66, Roger Lumpp, '66,
Gene Dieken, '67, Rick Hanes, '67, Tim Morgan, '67,
and Chris W ooling, '68, had agreed to accompany
Brother Claffey and myself. Jim Russel (Kappa Sig,
God forbid) happened to be passing the house and
was enticed into coming along because of his mus-
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cular ability. John Gregory (Independent) was
picked because of his ability to pick any lock that
was ever made.
In the meantime, four independents got wind of
what we were up to and were going to try to beat
us to the punch. We told them to wait until we got
down there but they insisted on going ahead to
"scout around." (Typical of them.) Well, for once,
the independents did something right, because they
unwittingly caused a divergence for our crime because they were picked up by the security patrol at
precisely the time we were stealing .t he bell. Their
car had been observed on campus during the day
when Shanks was visiting the school and they were
"suspect" on sight.
Getting back to the Fijis and the bell, our three
cars pulled into Greencastle at 7 p.m. We inadvertantly drove past the Quonset hut, but were unobserved. \Ve parked about a block away and proceeded from there on foot. Brother Claffey remained
behind in his car with the trunk lid ajar. Taking
position in the bushes surrounding the hut, the rest
of the brothers kept watch, while Gregory and I
proceeded to "case out the joint." V.'e walked around
the hut until we found a door but decided that it
would be easier to take the putty out of one of the
windows and remove the pane of glass. Gregory got
on my shoulders and started scraping. By this time
the sun was almost down, and we could see the
headlights of a car coming up the road. Gregory got
off my shoulders and we both hid on our bellies on
the ramp leading to the door, just out of eyesight of
anyone approaching. The car came up to the hut and
stopped, and who should get out but the infamous
DePauw security patrolmen. They started talking,
not knowing that Gregory and I were just ten feet
from them, defecating in our pants. A call came
over their radio which sent them hustling back to
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their cars and off to some place unknown to us. We
later found out that they were responding to the call
that four Wabash College students had been picked
up and were being questioned. (Independents.)
After the police left, Gregory got back on my
shoulders and finished taking out the window. He
hid the pane of glass and I climbed through the
window. Just as I was halfway through, the thought
occurred to me that someone with a shotgun might
be waiting for me or mad dogs would be mnning
loose in the hut because, after all, it was a storage
place for thousands of dollars worth of equipment.
With this in mind, I said to myself "What the hell"
and proceeded in through the window. I unlocked
the door and went upstairs , looking for the bell.
Using the light of a match to guide me, I came upon
what looked like the b ell, and exclaimed to the two
\\'ho were behind me, "\1y God, there it is!" .\ 'ly
heart started beating faster as I approached it, but
as I got closer, it turned out to be a large mercury,·apor lamp. We continued toward the back of the
hut, climbing over supplies that had been conveniently placed in the aisles by the custodian. Finally, I
saw the bell at the end of the hut. The three of us
stood next to it for a moment, not being able to
believe that we had actually found it. Someone went
back and signaled Brother Claffey to come to the
backdoor \vith his car. I asked him how I would
know it was him, and Brother Wooling said, 'Til
knock three times and you return with two, and then
I'll knock once." Well, the car came to the backdoor
and I responded to a shout of "one two three" from
Brother Wooling. Brother Dieken, Jim Russel, and
I carried the bell out the door and tossed it into the
tmnk of the car. Six brothers went along with the
bell for protection and proceeded back to Crawfordsville via back roads. It took them two hours to
get back. The rest of us dispersed in a neat but dis84

orderly fashion, because we almost left Brother
Hanes behind.
By now it was 7:15 and everything was quiet at
the Quonset hut once again. However, there was
plenty of action at the police station in the form of
questioning the four Wabash students as to why
they were on the DPU campus. After the first round
of questioning, the students-one of whom was Jim
Shanks-were released. They were picked up once
again around 10 p.m. While they were in the patrol
car that time, the announcement came over the radio
that the Monon Bell was missing from the hut. Back
in Crawfordsville, Brother Meng received a call from
Dean Moore saying that four students were being
held in Greencastle for the theft of the \Ionon Bell.
Of course Brother \!eng told Dean \Ioore that he
knew nothing about it, and neither did anyone else
in the house. We've got to hand it to Dean ~~ oore:
when it comes to schemes, he knows where to call.
Well, the bell was hidden temporarily in Brother
Hal Phillips' house here in town, but was later
moved out of town to the home of Bill Caile, Wabash '32, former Scarlet football star, until the pep
rally two days before the game. After the campus
rally Thursday night before the game, we turned
the bell over to Dean Moore who put it in his bedroom and slept with it. He returned it Friday morning to DPU to prevent any violent emptions ( Heavens to Dannie!) during the game.
All of us here are proud that once again Phi
Gamma Delta has been able to advance the upward
march of humanity. We don't expect the world's
recognition nor the applause of men, but we do
want everybody to know' that we are fruitful. So, if
by chance you happen to see the bell, discreetly
look at the underside of it and you will see the
Greek letter "Psi" engraved in the metal, the handiwork of Brother Tom Woelfel, '66!
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The Scarlet .beat DePauw two days later, 16 to 6-the
first gridiron victory over the Tigers in ten years!
Apparently the Monon Bell episode did not detract
from the Fijis' more serious pursuits. The chapter placed
first in scholarship again for the fall semester of 1965
and was powerful in key campus activities. Fijis were
president of Blue Key, Sphinx Club and Pi Delta Epsilon
and Chairman of the Board of Publications. Additionally,
Phi Cams were co-editors of the yearbook, varsity cheerleaders, lettermen in basketball, football, cross-country
track and baseball (ten in all). Captain of the basketball team and most valuable player honors also came to
a pair of Psi's men. At this writing the brothers were in
first place in intramurals and were fairly certain they
would continue on top scholastically for the spring semester 1966. Already in hand was "The Flowing Bowl"
won at the State dinner in November. Too, Brother J. K.
Pierson, '25, was selected as "Distinguished Fiji of the
Year" at the State Dinner.
The Wabash Phi Gamma Delta Association reported
in its spring meeting of 1965 that there were no debts
and the total assets of the association stood at $176,741,
an all-time high. Assets were as follows:
Cash in banks
$ 6,022.97
Inveshnents (Market value $161,147
88,356.39
as of April13, 1966)
Total property (Land, chapter house
and furniture)
81,553.60
Prepaid insurance
808.60
$176,741.56
It is very unlikely any other fraternity chapter has such
a wonderful endowment.
Repairs to the house for the year ending May 31, 1965
had amounted to $4,847.
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During the year Brother Ransom Griffin had assumed
the chairmanship of the trustee's forward planning committee. His committee made this report in .\1ay, 1965:
In essence, the committee concluded that the college should never own the chapter house, and that
the Association should have a definite program for
keeping the present structure well-maintained, as
well as contemplating the addition of a new wing if
necessary. It was the committee's belief that the
chapter should be kept to a size that operates effectively as a. fraternity, and should not reach the
size wherein it becomes merely a sleeping and eating establishment. However, the present facilities
might be expanded so that all single members could
live in the house on the upper floors. A larger dining
room is also definitely needed for social functions.
The committee felt that consultation with a competent architect, perhaps the finn that plans for the
college, might be advisable as a guide to long-range
planning.
In !'day, 1965, William Ramey was elected president
of the trustees succeeding Paul Busting, who remained
on the board. Brother Busting's long and exemplary
leadership as president of the alumni trustees was unanimously applauded at the May trustee's meeting. Later
in 1965 Brother Harold E. Miller III, '62, became Purple
Legionnaire, replacing Dr. Jess Burks who had served
loyally in that capacity since 1961.
As for Psi's centennial jubilee itself, plans had rapidly
taken shape under the chairmanship of Brother Sours.
In March, 1965, he had outlined his program to the
trustees of the alumni association. An elaborate questionnaire was to be sent to all Psi alumni to gather facts
about and opinions from an estimated 1000 brothers.
(Summary results from the questionnaire are "Appendix
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No. l." ) Psi's history for the last 25 years was to b e
written. A working committee of some 30 alumni w as
established to make sure housin g, meals, and the multitude of other needs for visiting brothers were satisfied.
The centennial itself was to h e a two-day fete, Thurs-

WILLIAM
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day and Friday, June 2 and 3, 1966. The list of committees and their membership is given here to show the
scope of interest and organization in Psi's centennial and
to furth er doff the collective Fiji hat to General Chairman Brother Hudson Ralph Sours for his thorough and
tireless dedication to Psi chapter of Phi Gamma D elta.
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COMMITTEES- PSJ CHAPTER CENTENNIAL,
JUNE 2 AND 3, 1966
FINANCE
Harold Cash , Chairman; John P. Collett, Pierre F.
Goodrich , Daniel F. Evans, Stanley Tweedle, and William Backman , Sr.

HuosoN R.

SouH~

Duties: To plan financing, account for income and disbursements.
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
Edmund F . Ball, Chairman; James C. Wagner, John
H. Schroeder, and Porter Draper.
8fJ

Duties: To "ruminate around" with the officers of thl'
fraternity and to he sure they attend.
HOUSING AND THANSPOHTATION
Dr. Jess Burks, Chairman; Dr. Keith Baird, and Walter
Grills.
Duties: To provide sleeping accommodations for
Thursday, Friday (and perhaps Saturday), June 2 and
3 (perhaps also June 4), 1966- and transportation where
required by age or infirmity of "returnee."
MEETINGS
Bill Ramey, Chairman; Jack Schenck, and Robert H.
Rhodehamel.
Duties: Be certain all arrangements are made for location, food, "spiritus frumenti," music, singing.
ATTENDANCE
Nate Pickett, General Chairman, Crawfordsville, Indiana; John C. Schick, Indianapolis, Ind.; Jack M.
Schenck, Indianapolis, Ind.; Ransom Griffin, Indianapolis,
Ind.; James C. Wagner, Indianapolis, Ind.; Donald B.
Korb, Evansville, Ind.; Hobert Slade, Evansville, Ind.;
Hobert Long, Chicago, Ill.; DeWitt O'Kieffe, Chicago,
Ill.; John A. Martin, Chicago, Ill.; Wayne Hanscom, Chicago, Ill.; Arthur Wolff, Chicago, Ill.; Laurence B. Woelfel, St. Louis area; Virgil Manker, St. Louis area; Trent
McMath, Detroit area; Jay Longacre, N.Y.-New Jersey
area; Lloyd Stoner, N.Y.-New Jersey area; Philip Leffel,
Jr., New York; John A. Whitney, Peoria area; Roland
Litterst, Peoria area; Wilbur llahr, Peoria area; John C.
Parkhurst, Peoria area; .M. E. Elliott, Connersville, Ind.;
Neil McKay, Ft. Wayne area; Clarence Mann, II, Ft.
Wayne area; Porter Draper, Gary, Ind.; George E. Compton, Elkhart, Ind.; and H. Lewis McKinney, Elkhart, Ind.
Duties: The sole duty of the area members will be to
encourage attendance of those members of Psi to return

90

to Crawfordsville ior the two-day celebration June 2 and
3, 1966-and possibly attend the Alumni Dinner of the
College on Saturday, June 4-and Commencement on
Jun e 5. 1966.

\'lE~!BERS

OF THE

CE~TENNIAL CO~PvliTTEE

Front 1·ow - · Left to Tight - Jess Burks, Robert Bracken, Harold

Cash, Pierre Goodrich, Lonnie Thurber. Back row - Left tu right Robert Sonnemaker, John Hart, Hudson R. Sours, Paul Busting,
William Ramey, John Schick, Stephen Claffey, David Merrell.

COMMITTEE TO INVITE GEORGE BROWN
Dr. Jess Burks and W. N. Pickett.

sn

Brother Hugh J. Baker, Jr., Ohio State, '31, National
President of Phi Gamma Delta, and Brother William S.
Zerman, Michigan, '49, executive secretary of the fraternity, were to be among the honored guests. George
Brown, chef par excellence, also was to be a special
guest. A committee of actives also had been formed to
work with the Alumni Committee on all phases of the
Centennial.
In late March, 1966, after a joint meeting of alumni
and actives, Brother Sours reported:
We are on schedule-all the committees are hard
at work. We'll have 200 brothers-maybe more-for
Psi's centennial celebration.
All this then-scholastic, athletic, intramural and campus political leadership by the active chapter and an
enthusiastic, well-to-do alumni association-was Psi in
the spring of 1966. Certainly Phi Gamma Delta at Wabash College was in an enviable position. It possessed a
long, proud record, for actives and alumni alike to share
in their inimitable way at the double-golden celebration
in June, 1966.
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Schedule of activities for the centennial follows:
Thursday, June 2, 1966
All morning

Registration and assignment of rooms

Noon

Lunch at House

4:00-5:30 p.m.

College Chapel-Speaker, Brother Ed
Ziegner, '42.

6:30p.m.

0

8:30p.m.

Glee Club Concert in College Chapel
Friday, June 3, 1966

A.:\1.

Golfing, rest, see college campus, etc.

Noon

Lunch at House

5:30p.m.

Cocktails at House

7:30-10:30 p.m.

Final Banquet-Speaker Brother David
W. Peck, '23.

Dinner at House (and cocktails at
5:30p.m.)

• Thur•day dinner also to be 1966 Pig Dinner . . . No speeches!
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APPENDIX ONE
Results Of Psi Questionnaire
A summary of fact and opinion from the returned
questionnaires sent to Psi alumni was compiled b~r \1rs.
Paul Busting, wife of Brother Paul Busting. '37.
Statisticallv, somewhat over one-fourth of those recei,·ing questionnaires replied, and about one-tenth
of those tried to fill them in completely . There
seemed to be more interest shown bv either very
recent graduates or very ancient ones~leaving some
vears in a kind of limbo.
By far the majority of those replying to the question ahout occupation indicated that they are in
busin ess and industrv. Law and medicine account for
the nc.xt most !lllmc;·ous groups. After that vou find
a smattering in college teaching, publishing, armed
sen·ices, science, engineering. government , adnTtising. and inYestmcnts and banking. Among the recent
graduates. of course, there are many in graduate
school.
l n regard to service in the armed force~ , Psi chapter is well represented-most of them active during
World \Var II. They are fairly well divided between
Army and Navy, with the Army holding a slight
edge, and there are slightly more officers than en listed men or NCO's.
During the years 1941-1946 Psi had an amazing
number of Blue Key, Sphinx Club, Pi Delta Epsilon
and Phi Beta Kappa members. Other honoraries, too,
are represented.
Graduate fellowships included Baker, Woodrow
Wilson , Marshall, Root-Tilden, NASA, ?vlavo, and
several specific universities.
~
Among the major influences bringing students to
the college, the Wabash image (small, good, nonsectarian, Liberal Arts man's school) predominates.
The next two important influences are family and
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friendship. The admissions department and Ralph
Sours come out in about a dead heat on the matter
of first interesting boys in Wabash! During World
War II the Navy V-12 program brought a substantial
number of men to \Vabash-quite a number of whom
pledged Phi Gamma Delta. From all accounts it
appears that these men did a great job of keeping
the chapter alive under almost impossible conditions.
Friendships seem to play the major role in attracting men to Psi chapter. Next in importance is the
character of the chapter itself, followed by family
and alumni.
Opinions really are divided on what to do about
housing. The more recent graduates are the most
critical of the status quo. They are the ones most
in favor of building and enlarging. At the same time
most of them express a wish to remain financially
independent of the college. There were quite a number who were in favor of keeping the present house
in tip-top condi tion and striYing for quality, rather
than c1uantity.
\1cn who listed publications (and this must be a
very incomplete list) are Russell Ames, Ed Ziegner,
Frank Barnett and Peter Edson. Ken Lovgren, who
graduated in the thirties, has had articles and song
lyrics published. TI1ere were quite a few who listed
scientific articles-one of the most prolific of these
being Roger Drummond, '53.
The adverse criticisms of the active chapter were
listed. in this order: alumni relations (voiced most
by those out 20 years or more), racial policies
(voiced mostly by recent graduates), hospitality
(older ones), and pledge training (younger ones).
Two men felt that fraternities are outmoded.
Those who wish to keep the chapter free of college domination were greatly in the majority, but
quite a number expressed some uncertainty about
the ability to do so.
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A lengthy list of nominees of those alumni who have
contributed most to the college and to the chapter
follows: 0
"Brothers John Collett, Ralph Sours. Clifford Peterson, Eldo \Vagner, E. E. Ames, Paul Rusting,
Robert Bracken, David Peck, Peter Edson, Don
Smith, Pierre Goodrich, Harry Duckworth, Dan
EYans, John Parkhurst, Ed Ball, James Clifford,
Rawl Ransom, Jess Burks, Keith Baird, Phil Leffel,
Sr., General Lew Wallace, R. D. Brown, William
Backman, Judge John ~1acy , Will Diddel ( golf architect), Eben and Roger Wolcott, Jake Pierson, Louis
Spillman, Ransom Griffin, Irvin Wagner, John Kingsbury, Burt Schell, Robert Slade, Harold Cash, Morris
Elliott, Bob Rhoclehamel, Bill Ramey, Ed Ziegner,
\1ark Brown, Rapper Payne, Hugh Sutherland, Warren \lyers , John Vale, Joseph Barnette, Larry Woelfel , Charles Scott, vV. B. Johnston and George Brown."
Some of the great boosters among th e Psi brothers who
have died within the past 2:5 years are: o
Edward E. Ames, Harry R. Boyd, R. D. Brown,
Gene P. Burks, George 0 . Clifford, \1cMannomy
Coffing, John D. Collett, George E. Davies, Warren
T. Davies, William 0 . Davies, Charles G. Deming,
Harry W. Duckworth, Dr. Paul T. Hurt, John S.
\1cD. Lee, Philip C. Leffel, Gaylord S. McCluer,
James \1. McKay, John L. Naylor, E. Rapper Payne,
John \1. Plummer, Heman T. Powers, Heman R.
Powers, Ted Powers, Samuel J. Record, vVilliam E.
Rider, Wayne J. Servies, Harry H. Severson, Charles
1'\. Stedman, Jack O'Brien, Merle B. Stokes, George
M. Studebaker, Jr., Robert B. Thieme, James R.
Thomas, Robert H. Tinsley, Dr. Edgar C. Van der
Volgen, Eldo I. Wagner, Roger H. Wolcott, Ryland
A. Wolcott and Warren F. Myers, Sr.
• Lists of this nature are difficult to compile. In all fairness to brothers,
living or deceased. the editor must say he is most certain others of whom
he is ignorant should be included in each of the above groupings.
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APPENDIX TWO
Purple Legionnaires and Section Chiefs, 1941-1966
Psr PURPLE LEGIONNAIRES

1940-1944-Eldo I. Wagner, '10; 1945-195.'3-Clifford
Peterson, '00; 1954-1955-Ray Swanson, (DePauw '24),
1956-1960-Robert Bracken, '43; 1961-1964-Jess E.
Burks, '41; 196.5-Present-Harold E. ~1iller III, '64.
PHI GAMMA DELTA SECTION CHIEFS

1940-1948-Louis S. Binkley, DePauw '19; 1948-1956Hugh J. Baker II, Ohio State '31, (Currently national
president, Phi Gamma D elta); 1956-1960-Charles Sargeant, Purdue '26; 1960-1964-William F. Binkley, Purdue
'49; 1964-Present-Joe Carney, D ePauw '50.
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APPENDIX THREE
Wabash College Phi Cams who have won Phi Beta
Kappa Honors from 1941 to 1966 are: o
1942-John H. Schroeder, Frank Barnett, Robert
Bracken; 1943-John A. Whitney; 1944-Dan F. Evans;
1948-Robert B. Slade, Philip C. L effel, Jr., John L.
Naylor, Jr.; 1950-Gene Richard Potts;1951-Philip Apfel
Davidson, Kurt Dunn Kaufman, Kenneth Lynn Millican,
Donald D. Pratt; 1955-David Alan Lewis; 1957-Clarence John :Mann II; Elbert Eugene Pride; 1958-George
William Applegate; 1959-Paul Arthur Crowe; 1960William Richard Kite; 1961-John Wood Dunn, James
Richard Nichols; 1962-James Wilson Daniel, Thomas
Korff Gaisser, Jacob Bradley Lentz, Thomas Wesley
Sinex; 1963-James Edward Ayers, Thomas Arthur Halgren, David Ball Wilson; 1964-James Edward Bond,
Robert Gayle Roeder, Jerry D . Smith; 1965-William
Dennis I\lcCarty, Norman James Parker, Rhiman Alfred
Rotz, Jr.; 1966-(Elected too late for inclusion herein) .
• With

ap o l o ~ies

to any Fiji w e

mi~sed.
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APPENDIX FOUR
Presidents of Psi Chapter 1941-1966°
1941-1942-John H . Schroeder, 1942-1943-Frank Barnett, 1943-1944-Don Korb, 1944-1945-Joe C. Foster, Jr.,
Joe Viehman, Richard Weidel, Tom \1ason; 1945-1946Forrest Johnson, 1946-1947-Richard Neibur, Harold
Pennock; 1947-1948-Robert Long, 1948-1949-:tvlilo S.
Vale, 1949-1950-Charles Scott, 1950-1951-Don C. Pratt,
19.51-1952-Brad Johnston, 1952-1953-Fred Lamb, 19531954-John Proffitt, 1954-1955-R. G. Tulley, 1955-1956Wesley Gregor, 1956-1957-Eugene Pride, 1957-1958Richard Bottomley, 1958-1959-Robert R. Nelson, 19591960-Richard Kite, 1960-1961-Joe Barnette, 1961-1962Tom Gaisser, 1962-1963-Robert Kruse, 1963-1964Charles Rubey, 1964-1965-William ~1cCarty, 1965-1966
-Walter Grills, John Wilson; 1966-1967-Robert Sonnemaker.
• Psi e lections gene rally are held each !:iprinJt. Term o£ office included
balance of spring sem este r, a ll the followins:: fall s emes ter until mhl·sprint:r
the su cceedi nc- ca le ndar year. The above was compiled to the b es t records
that are available.
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APPENDIX FIVE
Flowing Bowl and Beta Graduate Chapter Cup Honors
to Psi 1941-1966
BETA CuP
FLoWING BowL
1941-1942
1955
1946-1947
1956
1950-1951
1958
1958-1959
1966
Trustees of Wabash College Phi Gamma Delta
Association As of Spring 1966
William Ramey, '34
President
Robert Bracken, '43
Vice President
Secretary
Jack Schick, '51
Treasurer
Harold Cash, '24
Ransom Griffin, '40
0
Paul Husting, '37
Dr. Jess E. Burks, '41
• Former president of Trustees.
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