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Foreword
A foreword is a strange thing. Coming first, it is
written last. In the history of Psi chapter, the author
asks the reader to bear in mind these few thoughts.
First, that he (the author) has attempted to write
the history from as human and true to life viewpoint
as was possible. He has tried not to make it an arid
and dull recital of endl ess dates, and pages of figures,
and as well, not to spend its pages in recounting the
lives of those who founded the chapter and those who
may be called its outstanding members. Of these men
in their college careers, yes, and to a certain degree,
after their departure from college. Other than that, he
has told of them only as they were interested in and
identified with Psi.
Second, that the author has tried to make this history
complete, and bring in, to the degree in which he believes they influenced the life and growth of the chapter, all of the elements involved. He has tried to tell
the light and the heavy, the formal and the informal,
the good and the bad as well, with the thought constantly in mind that a fraternity history should be a
human piece of work when read, and not a volume of
statistics, nor a stockhold<>r's report.
Third, the reason that so much of Wabash College's
history is woven into this history is so obvious as to
really require · no explanation. Portions of the history
of the college are quite inseparable from the history
of Psi. Without them, this history would be a very
5

lopsided one. They are here, and that is why they are
here.
Fourth, that accuracy has been achieved to the greatest possible degree. The author has tried to give credit
where and when due, and to pass no moral judgments.
Last, he hopes that there is no sentimentalism in this
history. Where appropriate, he hopes there is genuine
sentiment. Once again, he has tried to write this history from a human point of view. For example, to tell
of the year 1868-69 as a member of the class of '69
might tell of it to a friend a year later, and also, of the
year 1936-37 as a member of the class of '37 might
speak of it to a friend a short time after his graduation. "Glorious," "immortal," "heroic," "deathless"these words have no place in the story of a fraternity
in a small midwestern college. That is why they are not
here.
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Chapter I

The Founding
The wagons were rolling those summer days of 1866.
There was free land to the west, and the Civil War was
ended. There were whalers in the harbor at New Bedford; there was ripening corn in Ohio and Indiana and
Illinois; there were fields of cotton again in the south;
and there were sidewheelers once again on the Mississippi.
Men had laid aside their guns. A few of the young
started educations that they should have been finishing
now; a few more took up studies interrupted by the
war. The nation began to rebuild itself. The frontier
was its safety valve. Mines and farms and railroads
and factories in the north joined in an ever-widening
circle of post-war expansion. It was a great time in
which to be alive. The nation had survived a supreme
test. All men felt a quickened tempo, and all looked to
greater things.
The war ended, colleges welcomed their young men
back, and welcomed new ones. The drone of Latin and
Greek was· heard again in class rooms the nation over;
the peace which had been so long in coming was more
than pleasant in its enjoyment.
Nine men knelt in the snow in November, 1832, and
founded Wabash College, near the ten year old hamlet
of Crawfordsville. The need of an educational institution to train young men for service in the Presbyterian
ministry in the sparsely settled Wabash valley country
had led these men, Presbyterian ministers and laymen,
to kneel in the wilderness and ask the aid of the Almighty in founding Wabash. Elihu Whittlesley Bald11
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win came to take the presidency of Wabash College,
and spoke significantly of the future of the struggling
little school when he declared in his inaugural address
that "the term education is of extensive import ... "
The tiny college led a precarious existence those
early days . Forest Hall, the small and then unpainted
building which still stands in use on the Wabash
campus, was Wabash College, physically, until 1838.
South Hall was built in 1838, on the new college location, south of Crawfordsville, and when the barely completed building burned, it seemed as though this misfortune would be enough to kill the school.
The spirit of the pioneer educator won; South Hall
was rebuilt, and Wabash entered the forties a stronger
and a larger school.
The history of Wabash College for the twenty-five
years before the founding of Psi chapter of Phi Gamma
Delta is one of a slowly increasing stability, a gradual
strengthenin g of financial position, a substantial increase in the coll ege's physical plant, and a broadening
and improving of the college curriculum.
Wabash got its first fraternity in 1846, when Tau of
Beta Theta Pi was born, and the second, Indiana Beta
of Phi Delta Theta, was founded in 1850. Faculty opposition made fraternities a dangerous activity prior to
the Civil War, and both Betas and Phi Delts existed
sub rosa at intervals.
Daniel Webster, Henry Clay, and John C. Calhoun
had set youth's imagination afire with a desire to excel
in oratory, and the literary and debating societies, to
hold sway at Wabash for all of the 19th century life of
the coHege and even a part of the twentieth, became the
principal student activity. Lyceum and Calliopean, organized in 1847, were the two societies that almost
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fifty years of Phi Gamma Deltas were to have contact
with.
It was an interesting college life, naturally aligned,
because of its ministerial character, with a strict moral
code and a limited student freedom of thought and action and a course of study predominantly classical.
Three hundred and ten Wabash men served in the
Union army; four of these were founders of Psi chapter of Phi Gamma Delta. Dr. Joseph F arrand Tuttle
became president of the college in 1862, and for thirty
years he was to lead and foster her growth.
Crawfordsville, with 2300 citizens, was the center of
a prosperous farmin g region in 1866. Indianapolis was
f rom 14 to 16 hours away over th e muddy ruts and
turns of what is now State Road 34. The Louisville,
New Albany and Chicago Railroad (now the Monon )
provided north-south access to students and townspeople. Dr. Tuttle received $2000 per year for his duties
as president of the college, and a full professor received $1500. South Hall (then the dormitory building) , built in 1838. the Preparatory department (now
Kingery Hall) built in 1854, and the "center" part of
Center Hall, built in 1855, were the buildings the Wabash student of 1866 saw. Lyceum and Calliopean, the
literary societies, were his chief interests.
McCain and Hendrick's Crawfordsville Journal, with
offices on Main street, between Washington and Green,
commented often and a bit cynically on the condition of
the town's streets and sidewalks. Small one and two
story frame buildings lined l\1ain street, occupied by
the typical merchants and business establishments of a
small Indiana town in the sixties. There were two hotels and a livery stable, and J. S. Miller was advertising
Studebaker wagons for sale at his place of business
on Market street.
13
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Beta Theta Pi and Phi Delta Theta were the established national fraternities at Wabash in 1866, now
enjoying complete faculty approval for the first time in
their history. Elsewhere in the state, fraternities were
becoming more numerous. Lambda of Phi Gamma
Delta, founded at Indiana Asbury University (De
Pauw) in 1856, and Tau, founded at Hanover College
in 1864, were the existent sisters of Psi-to-be. At Hanover, in addition to Tau, were Beta Theta Pi, and Phi
Delta Theta; at DePauw, besides Lambda, were Beta
Theta Pi, Delta Kappa Epsilon, Sigma Chi, and Phi
Kappa Psi; at Butler (Northwest Christian University)
were Phi Delta Theta and Sigma Chi; at Indiana University were Beta Theta Pi, Phi Delta Theta, and
Sigma Chi; and Franklin College had Phi Delta Theta.
Also, a fraternity known as Upsilon Beta, founded in
1863 at Pennsylvania College, had chapters in several
Indiana schools, among them Wabash.
The war had wrecked almost completely the southern
chapters of the national fraternities, and Phi Gamma
Delta, largely a southern fraternity in its. early history, was hard hit. The end of the war released young
men to education and the decade following the Civil
War saw the founding of many additional chapters of
old fraternities, as well as the birth of many new organizations. Also with the war had come an attitude
or a concept of brotherhood and fraternalism which,
when combined with romantic mysticism, opened in
the minds and ideas of college students of the time a
fertile field for fraternity activity. The groundwork
was laid for a period of great fraternal expansion.
This mood must have had its influence in the founding of Psi. Regarding the founding, the author has
uncovered some few facts and true details of the founding, and from them the story of the birth of the chap-
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ter-that is, from June 19, 1866, on-is accurate and
reasonably complete. The path to the application for
the charter, however, is so dim as to leave literally
dozens of open doors of conjecture and supposition,
neither of which, no matter how delightful the results
may be, is history. Obviou sly, no one is r eally to blame
for this, The last of Psi's founders died some eight
years before a chapter history was ever considered.
Surviving friends and relatives, through no fault of
their own, have been ab le to add only very little information.
The initial facts of 'the founding of the chapter date
hack to December, 18G5. Delta Psi Theta, a fraternity
or a society (as secret or ganizations and fraternities
were often known in Uwse days) existed at Wabash
College. Its character was probably local, or at best,
it had two or three chapters in Indiana colleges.
"Baird's Fraternity Manual" does not mention it.
Luckily, a facsimile of its pin is preserved in the chapter archives. It is diamond shaped, with a decorated
border (probably silver or white ). The field of the pin
is black, and in the up per quarter is a white star. Below this is a scroll with the Greek letters Delta Psi
Theta upon it. Below this are two clasped hands, and
in the lower quarter of th e black field is a white cross.
The pin's resemblance to a Phi Gamma Delta pin is
striking. This might indicate that Fiji influences in
Delta Psi Theta were strong. The members of Delta
Psi Theta may have chosen Phi Gamma Delta as a
model after which to pattern their organization.
In December, 1865, seventeen members of Delta Psi
Theta resigned in a body, setting forth as their reasons
the facts that they
" . .. became dissatisfied with the same for several reasons, the principal
ones being its total inability to provide for the
15
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wants of its members, it having no charter according to the laws of our country, and the repulsiveness of some of its members. Accordingly it was
proposed that we resign from the same and pursue
one of two lines of conduct-either mutually pledge
each other never to enter similar antagonistic associations, or apply for a chapter of some older and
better organized fraternity."
The seventeen resignees were John Marshall Wright,
'66; James Milton Blayney, '67; Thomas McDonald
Patterson, Theodore Livings, Ashbel G. Martyn, James
Rowland DeWolfe, and Edmund Randolph Brown, all of
'68; Hosea Humphery Ristine, Lawson Ansley Reineking, '69; Brainard Fowler Smith, Julius Archer Coleman, James H. Russell, James Linden, Alfred Moore,
and Asa W. Waters, all of '70; Samuel R. Donnelly, '71,
and Joel Willis Hiatt, '73. Leaving Delta Psi Theta in
December, 1865, the first definite moves toward the
establishment of a chapter of Phi Gamma Delta at
Wabash came in June, 1866, when members of Lambda
chapter of the fraternity (at Indiana Asbury-DePauw)
were approached regarding the matter.
The December-June period in the college lives of the
"seventeen" is passed off in the chapter minutes (of
Psi) quite casually, with the only comment that the
two courses of action- to never enter a similar association (as Delta Psi Theta) or to petition for a chapter of some older and better organized fraternitywere debated, and on June 1, 1866, it was decided to
petition Phi Gamma Delta for a charter.
Actually, it appears that those months were full of
fraternal ac.t ivity for Psi's-founders-to-be, and because
of the dual reason of unpleasant memories and hectic
times, they chose to forget, for posterity's sake at least,
that they did else then try to decide whether or not to
join another fraternity, and once they had decided, to
16
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rletermine which national fraternity to petition for a
charter.
Paradoxit:ally, t:redit for the story of the "seventeen's" encounters with fraternalism in the December,
'65-June, '66, interval must be given to Psi's particular
and Phi Gamma Delta's general and perennial rival,
Beta Theta Pi. In October, 1866, less than a month
after their initiation, Psi's members started the Wabash Beta-Fiji feud in a grand manner. They stole
the Beta's constitution, and had that document printed
and circulated on the streets of Crawfordsville. Naturally, Wooglin's sons were vastly displeased, and possessed of some fraternally juicy bits on the general
character and intelligence and past record of the Phi
Gams, poured out thei r pent-up wrath in a "bogus"
sheet, like many published at the time and earlier by
college men all over the nation, and had the "bogus"
paper printed and circulated on Crawfordsville's streets.
Psi's "publication," out of decency towards Beta Theta
Pi, and also because of its length, cannot be reprinted
here. But the Beta's effort is a classic, and in addition,
is to a great degree explanatory of the actions of the
"seventeen" prior 1o Psi's founding. It is:WABASH
POLICE GAZETTE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEl\-IBER 14, 1866
Our Purpose-To Bring to Light the Hidden
Things of Darkness
LA TEST NEWS!
THIEVES!
THIEVES!
MORE ROBBERY!
"We are fast becoming an immoral community;
the light of each day brings with it the account of
some daring robbery, some bold theft, the houses
of some of our citizens broken into and pillaged.
We have come to the conclusion that our City of
Crawfordsville would be a splendid locality for the
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establishment of a POLICE GAZETTE. There
would certainly be no lack for matter. Amid the
excitement produced by the breaking into of
Brown's house, and the capture of the thief while
making his "midnight foray," Wabash College
comes in and presents her claims for notoriety.
One would naturally suppose that Classic Shades
and Academic Groves would be sacred precincts in
the eyes of the "thief and housebreaker," where he
would not dare set his polluted foot. But the events
of the last few days have demonstrated that there
is nothing sacred from his grasping clutches. The
thief, in the present instance, was a peculiar species of the "Genus Fur," he is exclusively a collegiate production. It was not sordid pelf that incited
him while picking his fellow's lock. That which
promoted him to invade the sanctity of his fellowstudent's room, was a desire to obtain possession
of the private papers of a "secret society." The
only thing he could hope to accomplish, by the possession of these, was injury to the standing of the
members of this Society in College.-(For the
benefit of the uninitiated, we would say that one of
the "College Regulations" forbids secret societies.)
It is a well known fact that "slander-mongers" will
risk almost anything to procure matter with which
to accomplish their hellish designs. They will dog
your footsteps, or stand shivering for hours at your
keyhole. But these slander-mongers, bolder than
usual, were willing to incur the risk of breaking
into another's room, adding theft and burglary to
their infamous crimes. This band-for 'tis a band
-like the "Patron Minette" of Victor Hugo, composed of Babbette, Guenlemer, Claquesous, and
Montparnasse, is both singular and plural. Now
each member of it, constitutes himself a committee,
for the accomplishment of some nefarious design.
Now, it contracts itself into one body for the· execution of some contemptible deed; and whenever
any member of our Literary Societies wishes to
carry any corrupt measure, something that overrides law and order, he need only enter into an arrangement with the leader of this modern Patron
18
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Minette. It has as many "aliases" as Dick Turpin
himself. Now it is "Delta Psi Theta," now it would
be "Alphi Phi," a gain "Alphi Delta Phi," and still
"Chi Psi," a nd its last nomme de plume under
which it r ejoices is "Phi Gamma Delta." Turpinlike, th ey don th e "Parson's gown" to deceive the
credulous. If an yone doubts the above statement,
let him apply t o !Vlessrs. Will S. Palmer and Richardson, Univers ity of Ann Arbor, Michigan, or
read th e followin g oath, sworn and subscribed to
by the persons hereinafter mentioned. The oath is
as follows:
I hereby r enoun ce all allegiance to the Delta Psi
Theta Soc iety, and solemly pledge myself to obey
the Constituti on and By-Laws of the Chi Psi Society; and I furth ermore solemnly swear never to
divul ge any of the secrets or objects of the Order.
So help me God.
THOS. l\L PATTERSON JOHN M. WRIGHT
THEO. LIVINGS
J . MILT BLANEY
ED. R. BROWN
JOEL M. HIATT
H. H. RISTINE
ASHBEL G. MARTYN
L. A. REINEKING
JAMES H. RUSSELL
They thought now that they were bona fide Chi
Psi's, but they awoke one morning to find that they
had been duped, and that they were no farther advanced into the mysteries of Chi Psi than before
Palmer's coming. Beside their experience, it cost
them about $80 for defraying the expenses of the
gentleman to and from Ann Arbor. We understand
that this stray waif from humanity, this foundling,
after having made greater exertions than Japhet
in search of his father, has been received to the
paternal bosom of Phi Gamma Delta. But the time
is not far distant when their aliases will not save
them. The brazen effrontery of their intrigues and
corruptions are fast bringing down upon them the
execrations of all men of honor in our College,
which will soon make them desire to hide their
heads, laden with crime, in the waves of oblivion;
and we would say to the mothers and fathers of
marriageable daughters in Crawfordsville, "Watch
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These Bloods," and althou g h th ey may neutralize
the odor of their f etid breathe with Sozodont, and
that of their "feet" with Cologne, such things will
not purify the filthy atm osphere of crime which
those whose lot in life is cast with them, will be
compelled to breath. P ermit us to conjure you to
be watchful, for some of these men are seeking,
even now, not only to hold your daughters' hands
for a little bit but to hold them through the journey of life. In conclusion we would say that it is out
of honor for the feelings of our associates in college that this correspondence had not been published hereto£ ore."
So it appears that four fraternities were to precede
that of Phi Gamma Delta. The activity and duration
of each is little known. Delta Psi Theta, by the founders' own admission did exist, and if it had advanced
far enough to have pins made, must have been an organization of reasonable strength. Its existence elsewhere than Wabash is pure guesswork; it may or may
not have originated there. Of Alphi Phi, and Alphi
Delta Phi, nothing is known. In fact, the only reference ever made to the two is in the POLICE GAZETTE. The only reasonable assumption to make regarding the two is that they were products of an overjealous Beta's imagination. There is absolutely nothing
with which to corroborate their existence anywhere,
Wabash aside.
Chi Psi is, and was, a prominent national fraternity.
Of Psi's founders' dealings with this fraternity, it is
known that a Will S. Palmer was a Chi Psi, from the
University of Michigan, and that he was interested in
building up his fraternity, trying to replace chapters
that the Civil War had eliminated. There was also a
Chi Psi named Richard1;on who was a member of the
Michigan chapter. The Chi Psi involvement seems to
be true enough, and the omission of any mention of
20
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it seems easily explained by the fact that no one likes
to admit that he was tricked into the loss of eighty
dollars.
Delta Psi Theta may possibly have been the outgrowth of Upsilon Beta, which is known to have had a
chapter at Wabash, or of Sigma Alpha Theta, which
existed in several Indiana schools during the Civil War,
and probably had a chapter at Wabash.
These fraternal involvements prior to Psi's founding
go unmentioned, with the exception of Delta Psi Theta,
in the chapter records and minutes. The founders, it
appea;:cB. never talked of them . Without exception, relatives of several of the founders, including sons and
daughtenl, and even sons who are Fijis, can recall no
mention of any fraternal connection prior to those of
Phi Gamma Delta.
Therefore, Delta Psi Theta and Chi Psi seem to have
been real enough in the lives of the men who were to
found the chapter. A practice among college men interested in fraternities in the sixties was to form a
local fraternity, adopt a name for it (the local) very
similar to that of an established national fraternity,
and then petition the national fraternity for a charter.
Although the records of Alpha Delta Phi (an existent
national fraternity) do not mention this, a letter written in the 1860's from an obscure band of youths in
the middle west to the oflices of a conservative, wellestablished fraternity was more likely to be filed in the
wastebasket or the fire place than to receive any serious attention. It is not likely that it would be preserved .
. Now, in June of 1866, Chi Psi and Delta Psi Theta
were ended, and Phi Gnmma Delta was chosen as the
national fraternity to petition .
Psi's initial approaches towards a charter were log21
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ically made to Lambda chapter (DePa uw). Thomas M.
Patterson and James H. Russell were appointed a committee to go to Greencastle and see about obtaining a
charter. Their appointment came in a meeting the
"seventeen" held on June 1, 1866, in the bookstore
which belonged to Patterson's father . This bookstore
was to be the chapter's birthplace. Patterson and
Russell went to Greencastle, and "were received with
utmost courtesy," and on their return to Crawfordsville, were accompanied by Oliver S. Hawkins, '67, and
Charles W. Smith, '67, of Lambda chapter. Hawkins
and Smith had come "to ascertain our standing prospects." Hawkins reported on his visit to Crawfordsville in a meeting of Lambda held on June 7, 1866.
That meeting's minutes ...
"At the last meeting, the propriety of establishing a chapter at the Wabash College was discussed,
and Bros. Hawkins and Johnston were appointed
to examine the affair thoroughly, and report at the
next meeting. After the broth ers had become quiet,
the committee was called upon to make a statement
of the information they had obtained. After a
statement of affairs the question was discussed
fully by all. It was then moved by Brother Ridpath
that Brother Hawkins write to Crawfordsville and
get the proposition from the boys; that we forward
it to the Grand Chapter with a full statement of the
case. As to the character of the students, and that
they had been members of another fraternity-that
this chapter reserve the right to suppress the charter when it reaches us."
The next mention comes on June 28th, 1866. P~i's
charter had been granted, but Wabash was dismissed
for the summer, and Lambda's men decided "that the
work at Crawfordsville be delayed until next term."
The petition for a charter was prepared between June
7th and about June 15th and mailed to the Grand Chap22
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ter of Phi Gamma Delta, at Canonsburg, Pennsylvania.
A recommendation from Lambda probably accompanied
it. The charter was granted on June 19th, 1866, and
the letter which was mailed to DePauw to authorize
a member of th at chapter to act as Legate in the
establishment of P si is still preserved. It reads:"This is to certify that lVIr. C. J. Hawkins' has
been duly appointed, authorized, and intrusted with
full power to act as Legate in the establishment of
a chapter of the Phi Gamma Delta Association at
Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind.
In testimony whereof the names of the "T" and
"G" of the Grand Chapter situated at Wash. and
Jeff. coli. Canonsburg, Pa., are here unto subscribed,
N. E. Slaymaker "T"
W. S. Miller "G"
The charter reached DePauw too late for the establishment of the chapter that semester. Only a few of
the "seventeen" still remained in Crawfordsville. The
petition for a charter is not preserved, nor even a copy
of it. We do know that it was signed by only fiv~ of
the seventeen- Theodore Livings, John Marshall
Wright, Lawson Reineking, Hosea Ristine, and Thomas
M. Patterson. The names of these five are the only
names which appear on the charter. They were probably a committee appointed to draft the petition;
hence the appearance of only their names. Rightfully,
the names of those of the "seventeen" who were initiated into the chapter belong there.
School opened in that fall of 1866 at Wabash, and
on September 13, Lambda chapter was making ready
to help form Psi of Phi Gamma Delta. The September
13 minutes of Lambda state:
"After a short discussion, it was decided to plant
the seed of Deltaism in Wabash College and the
1 C. ]. was a mistake made in the writing of the letter in 1866.
0 . S.
was corrrct .

23

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH
"E" and the "G" were appointed to act with the
"T" in placing the new pillar in our Grand Temple."
On September 14, 1866, Oliver S. Hawkins, '67, Samuel R. Hiett, '67, and Weller B. Smith, '68, traveled up
to Crawfordsville, with constitution, charter, and ritual
for the men who were to form the 22nd chapter of the
fraternity of Phi Gamma Delta, the 3rd in the state
of Indiana, and the third of a national fraternity at
Wabash.
Arriving, they must have contacted Psi's petitioners,
and made plans for the initiation that evening. Unfortunately, only eleven of the seventeen who had resigned from Delta Psi Theta were there. The others
had graduated, left school, or had not yet arrived for
the fall term. So fourteen men gathered that evening
in the little bookstore and jewelry shop on Main street,
just a few fe et west of the l\Iain street entrance to the
present Els.ton bank building.
The bookstore was the business place of James Patterson, fath er of Thomas McDonald Patterson. In addition to books, it stocked watches, clocks, knives, wallpaper, and stationery. The three brothers from Lambda
had eleven .before them to initiate. They were James
Blayney, Thomas Patterson, Ashbel Martyn, James
DeWolfe, Joel Hiatt, Hosea Ristine, Lawson Reineking,
Edmund Brown, Julius Col eman, James Linden, and
Brainard Smith . One was an Irish immigrant boy,
another a Canadian, two had fought in the Civil War,
several were farmer's sons, one a lawyer's son. And
they were to be, in their lives, lawyers, farmers, ministers, merchants, and public office holders. The most
prominent of all is probably Patterson, who was a
United States senator from Colorado, and who owned
the Rocky Mountain News, and the most obscure Law-
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son A. Reineking, a merchant, who died in St. Paul in
1883.
Six of the seventeen-John Wright, Asa Waters,
Theodore Livings, James Russell, Alfred Moore, and
Samuel Donnelly were not there on September 14, 1866.
All but Waters were sooner or later to become members
of the fraternity. Waters, considered a charter member for almost twenty-five years, wrote to the chapter
in April of 1890, and stated that although he had been
one of the petitioners, he was never initiated.
The story of the actual founding is best told by portions of the minutes of the first meeting.
The first part of the minutes of the September 14
meeting is merely a condensed and deleted (in the case
of Chi Psi) version of the founding of the chapter,
including the mass resignation from Delta Psi Theta,
and the decision to petition for the chapter of an older
and better organized fraternity. The portion here
quoted, with deletions of unimportant matter, starts
with the time after which Hawkins and Charles Smith
had returned to Greencastle from their visit to Psi,
shortly after June 1.
" . . . after their return to Greencastle, they
wrote us that they would take immediate steps to
organize us into a chapter, but did not think it
could be carried into effect that term. The sequel
proved that they were correct, for the year ended,
vacation commenced and yet no tidings from the
petition which at their request had been formally
sent in signed by the following persons: John l\1.
Wright, Theodore Livings, Thomas Patterson, H.
H. Ristine, and L. A. Reineking.
But at last the words were spoken and as they
sped from city to village and from village to hamlet they sent a thrill of joy through the hearts of
those seventeen, now almost discouraged, yet faithful friends. Those that returned to "Wabash" were
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to be Phi Gamma Deltas. College commenced September 11, 1866, but when we met and called the
roll all were not present. Wright had graduated
the previous commencement and of course could
not be with us; Livings had quit college and commenced the study of law. Russell and Waters could
not return for some reason perhaps best understood by their patres; Donnelly was not here yet
but was expected to join us soon and Moore had
not been heard from.
This evening Messrs. 0 . S. Hawkins, W. B.
Smith and Samuel Hi ett arrived with our charter
and constitution and prepared to initiate us which
was done in due form ... A ballot was immediately
taken for officers which resulted as follows "T"
Bro. Patterson, "E," Bro. Blayney, and "G," Bro.
Brown ... It was impossible to adjourn until late
at night. All the brothers felt that if this was an
index to our future it was certainly favorable.
We cannot be too grateful to the members of
"Lambda" for their assistance in this matter and
especially Bro. Hawkins, to whose untiring energy
and perseverance we are indebted for our success.
Thus was Psi established and to all those who
come after us and are to assist in creating or maintaining for her a good name we would send greeting. If you have the same unbounded respect for
the Fraternity, her constitution and your brethren,
as we have, All will be W ell."
So now, after fraternal wanderings, eleven of the
"seventeen" found th emselves members of an eighteen
year old national frat er nity, growing quickly with the
Civil War behind it, and beginning to attain a prestige
becoming it. The others, Waters excepted, were soon
to be members. Donnelly was initiated on September
22, 1866, Moore in October, 1866, and Russell in January, 1867, Wright was supposedly initiated at some
time in later years, although the date is unknown, and
the initiation itself is unrecorded in the chapter minutes. Livings was initiatecl in September, 1867.
2()
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The chapter was born- a reality at last. What the
men who founded it thought and did and how they felt
about their accomplishment we can never precisely
know. Certainly, though, they had a keen sense of
values regarding the fraternity, and a true and genuine
feeling of brotherhood and fraternalism. The war had
influenced them, as it had all young men, in that it had
unfolded again the virtues of glory and self sacrifice
for others, as well as the pl easantries and advantages
of comradeship. l\Iore than any other one thing, Psi's
founders must have looked upon Phi Gamma Delta,
and her aims and concepts, as something with which
to shape and form a useful life-her ideals as a star
at which to aim. They were acutely aware and actively
responsive to the teachings and the needs of their
f~aternity.

The great wish hacl come true. Those who had
wanted Phi Gamma Delta at Wabash were now her
members, in Psi chapter. Psi's future was uncertain,
but the first great job was done-the chapter was
founded. The years were coming on ...
The last of Psi's founders died in 1931, and ~h
him went the fact as to why Phi Gamma Delta was the
national fraternity petitioned for a charter. The
meager facts bearing on the question are few and
easily told.
With one exception, all of the immediate families of
the founders contacted for information offered nothing
as to the choice of Phi Gamma Delta. A. H. Brown,
'03, son of founder E. R. Brown, '68, has said that to
his recollection, his father had stated that the roots of
the chapter lay at DePauw, and a man by the name of
Daggy was in some manner connected with the founding. A Theodore Daggy was in the class of '71 at Wabash, and was initiated in April, 1867. An Addison
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Daggy was in the· class of '73 at DePauw, and was
also a Phi Gamma Delta. Both are dead, and in addition, their class in school seems to completely eliminate
the possibility that they were actively engaged in the
founding of the chapter.
Our second thread of information is in a talk which
Harry 0. Rhodes, Wittenberg, '95, one of the founders
of the Amherst chapter, gave in the late nineties before
Psi. The minutes .record that he mentioned the friendship of Alfred Moore, one of Psi's founders, for Naaman Fletcher, one of the founders of Phi Gamma Delta.
Fletcher lived at Wabash, Indiana, a few miles from
Huntington, where Moore was born. Fl etcher died in
December, 1864, but it is possible that l\Ioore may have
known him. Fletcher may have at least informed young
Moore of his interest and activity in the fraternity,
and to have implanted that strongly enough for the
youth to carry it with him to Wabash when he went.
l\Joore probably went to Wabash with little or no
thought of founding a clwpter of Phi Gamma Delta.
But when he became a member of Delta Psi Theta, and
with his other friends resigned to cast about for another fraternity, his possible friendship with Fletcher
may have brought Phi Gamma Delta to mind, and
prompted a suggestion to his friends at Wabash. The
nearness of DePauw and the existence of a Phi Gamma
.Delta chapter there-an existence probably known to
at least a part of the "seventeen"- may have prompted
a petition to the brothers of Lambda . With this supposition is the fact that Thomas l\IcDonald Patterson
attended DePauw in the year 1862-63, when Lambda
was very much alive and in existence. It is almost impossible that Patterson did not know of the fraternity's
existence there, and improbable that he did not know
some of the Lambda Phi Gamma Deltas. And in his
28

THE FOUNDING

knowledge of the existence of Lambda and his probable
friendship with some of its members may lie the choice
of Phi Gamma Delta.
Third, of Psi's founders, Livings, Brown, Patterson
and Wright fought in the Citril War. Although it is
true there is nothin g with which to corroborate it, the
possibility that these men may have known Phi Gamma
Deltas-eve n sume from Lambda-is not unreasonable.
Fourth, in 1866, there was no Purdue, and Indiana
was 74 miles distant-a long journey in 1866. Butler
was 45 miles away-with no railroad facilities to Indianapolis, and a muddy twisty road which took 14 to
16 hours with a horse or a wagon. Greencastle was
only a little over twenty miles-easily and cheaply
reached by rail. In actdition to Lambda, DePauw . had
four fraternities in 1866, DKE, Phi Kappa Psi,_ Sigma
Chi, and Beta. If the eyes of Psi's founders turned
there for fraternal inspiration, Beta was of course
immediately eliminated because of its existence at
Wabash. DKE was founded either very shortly before
or at the same time as Psi, possibly even afterwards,
thus eliminating it from sight. Phi Kappa Psi had
come to DePauw in 1865, and probably had not yet
become well enough known nor strong enough to warrant the attention of men interested in establishing a
chapter of a national fraternity. Sigma Chi had been
at DePauw since 1859, and was probably as well known
as Lambda. Turning to DePauw, it is probable that
just two fraterniti es, Phi Gamma Delta and Sigma
Chi, interested Psi's men.
And the fact that the national fraternity of Sigma
Chi was eleven years old, and not eighteen, as was
Phi Gamma Delta, and that the DePauw chapter was
7, and not 10, as was Lambda, could easily have been
the points which swung the "seventeen" to Phi Gamma
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Delta. For they were interested in a chapter of "some
older and better organized fraternity."
Of the four "possibilities" listed above-, those of
Moore and the nearness of Depauw and therefore logical
choice of some fraternity there seem to best fit the
puzzle. Anyhow, the chapter's actual founding came
from there, and friendship, between a Fiji and one
who was to be, probably nutured the seed of Psi chapter.
And last, in telling the story of Psi's founding, are
the names of three men who som ehow " missed the
boat."
James Ellis Cowan, '68, Wabash, published in November, 1867, a "bogus" sheet which villified and attacked the members of Psi chapter, A. H. Brown, '03,
had preserved a copy of the paper, and had received it
from his father. His explanation of it and recollection
of his father's statements r egarding it are that Cowan
thought that he should have become a Phi Gamma Delta
with the others of the "seventeen," and was for some
reason refused; therefore he resorted to the "bogus"
sheet. Although A. H. Brown states that the sheet was
published at the time of the chapter's founding, it is
dated November, 1867.
In a letter written to Psi in the spring of 1927, Edmund R. Brown, '68, spoke of the great regret of Ransome E. Hawley, '66, that he never became a member
of the chapter. Brown further stated that Hawley was
rightfully entitled to membership, but that he had
never been initiated. Brown's part in and presence at
the founding, as well as his interest and knowledge of
the chapter's affairs make this statement puzzling. For
Brown was the chapter's first "G," and Hawley is never
mentioned in the minutes which tell of the founding of
the chapter.
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Also, Mrs. H. H. Ristine, Galveston, Texas, has
stated that she remembers her husband speaking of
Claiborn Addison Young, '69, and Edmund R. Brown,
'68, as charter members of the fraternity. Nowhere in
the records of the chapter is Young ever mentioned,
nor is his name, as well as Hawley's familiar to any
of the descendants of the founders. Both A. H. Brown,
and his sister, l\I iss Genevieve Brown of Indianapolis,
remember that James E. Cowan often called on their
father.
These three were probably members of Delta Psi
Theta, or good friends of some of the "seventeen."
Their non-mention in the records of the chapter is odd,
and hard to explain. They may have elected to stay
with Delta Psi Theta, and thus have, for the time at
least, estranged themselves with the "seventeen." All
are dead, so the real "why" seems lost.
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The Early Years
It is quite natural that the history of the seventyfive years of Phi Gamma Delta at Wabash College are
tightly bound with the last seventy-five years of the
history of the college. For Psi is because Wabash was
and ·is. The two are inseparable.
The devil found it hard going at Wabash in the days
after the Civil War, and even on into the seventies. A
high percentage of the school's students entered the
ministry, and youthful Christian zeal, aided by beneficence hearty from the faculty, resolved itself into frequent prayer meetings, revivals, and bitter castigation
of any students who strayed from the straight and
strict and nanow path of moral decency. And intemperance then was less than usual temperance now. The
college catalogue of 1866 ~:;tates : "The discipline of the institution is moral and
parental. It seeks the greatest good for the greatest number; hence no young man who indulges in
card playing, danting, intemperance, or other vice,
or who hauitually twgl eds his studies, will be allowed to remain."
The campus was rarely cut anywhere, and in some
spots nevet·. Patches of underbrush dotted the grass.
Psi's founders waded through a muddy slough in the
northeast corner of the campus, and squeezed through
posts set zig-zag at intervals in the campus fence.
These were gates. The principle was simple; students
got in, but wandering tows and horses and pigs didn't.
You studied-and hard. A candidate for an A. B. degree took four years of Latin, two years of Greek, two
years of math, one year each of physics, French, and
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German. Th ere were term courses in moral philosophy,
evidences of Christianity, general history, chemistry,
and mineralogy. Work in declamation and composition
was required throughout a student's four regular years
of college.
There was th e Preparatory department of the college, housed in th e small brick building, constructed in
1854, which stands at the southeast corner of the
campus near th e Big Four railroad tracks. It is now
Kingery Hall. 1\'Ien enrolled in this department were
considered as students of the college, and were admitted
to the literary societies and also to the fraternities.
The "prep" department took the place of · the almost
non-existent high school of the day in preparing men
for Wabash's classically-dominated course of study.
There were three years, called sub-paene, middle paene,
and paene. A number of Psi's founders were still in
or had just completed their "prep" courses at the time
of the organization of the chapter. South Hall, Center
(the center-literally) and the "prep" building made up
the college. Franklin stoves and base-burners did none
too well the job of heating classrooms.
Student life centered around Lyceum and Calliopean,
the literary soci eties, and the influence of these organizations found its way in a large measure into the life
Jf the three Wabash fraternities of the day. Oratorical
~xhibitions and declamations, with a heavy emphasis
Jn the Greek and Latin classics, and on ancient subjects,
Jccupied a major portion of the student's time. Daily
~hapel was compulsory, and the same rule applied to
Sunday afternoon chapel at old Center church, which
3tood on the northwest corner of Pike and Washington
3treets.
And Psi of Phi Gamma Delta swung into the first of
its many years to come. The chapter lost no time in
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getting into action . A committee was appointed to draft
by-laws, anoth er to louk fo r a r oo m s uita ble for a
chapter h:dl, and a thircl 1.< > re move cha irs helongin g to
th e chapter from th e oftic t~ of one l\1 r. Sappenfield. The
meeting was held in th e pa rl or of Broth er J pel Hiatt's
home in Crawfordsville. r, reetin gs always came after
th e adjournment of th e literary soc iet ies on Friday
evening, and lasted until late most times.
A praye r alwa ys opened th e chapter meetin gs, and
even in those first meetin gs in th e fa ll of 1866, f ri endl y
and constructive criti cisms of th e broth er s were started. Literary exercises, usuall y a pl ay or pa rt of a
play from Shakespeare f oll owed th e meetin g. But college boys were apt to be negli gent and often the exercises failed to materialize.
The chapter, or at least two of the brothers, stole
the Beta's constitution in early October of 1866, and
thus precipitated th e POLICE GAZETTE incident, as
well as running afoul of th e law. Th e Crawfordsville
paper's comment:
"A novel trial was had before the Mayor of
Crawfordsville a few cbys ago. The manuscript
copy of the Constitution of the 'B eta Theta Pi'
accidentally fell into tlw hands of a member of the
'Phi Gamma Delta.' 'i 'he 'D eltas,' for th e joke of
. the thing, had the document printed and circulated.
For this, two of th eir members wer e arrested on a
charge of concealin g sto!Pn property, and bound
over to appear at th e nex t session of the Circuit
Court."
Chapter meetings were regular, held every Friday
night. Occasionally th e chapter met in Calliopean hall,
after the oth er members of the literary society had
gone to their homes and r oo m:'>, but more often in the
home of one of th e Crawfordsville members of the
chapter, or in one of th e tiny and drab rooms of South
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Hall, when it was serving as a dormitory in the sixties.
On October 20th, another of the "seventeen," Alfred
Moore, joined the ranks, thus becoming the 13th of the
Delta Psi Theta resignees to join Phi Gamma Delta.
Small levies on the brothers, t en and twenty-five cents,
provided funds for chapter expenses. In November,
Thomas l\1cDonald Patterson, '68,' the chapter's first
"T," resigned his oflice as he was leaving school. Ashbel
G. Martyn, '68, was elected to Patterson's place. On
November 24, 1866, the first outsider not a member of
the "seventeen" became a member of the fraternity.
Jacob Norris, '71, later to be a professor of mathematics at Wabash, was initiated into the chapter. Thus,
Norris was initiated before three of the men considered
as founders, Wright, Livings, and Russell. Circumstances had merely prevented these three from being
initiated, however, and although Norris preceded them,
his greatest honor in the fraternity is that he was the
first initiate other than the charter members.
On January 11th, 1867, James H. Russell, 14th of
the "seventeen," became a member of the fraternity.
The chapter rece ived "aid" in the person of John M.
Coulter, Hanover, '70, a member of Tau, and Seth
Woodfuff, Hanover, '67, Wabash, '68, also a Tau Fiji,
both of whom enrolled in Wabash soon after the· beginning of the year, and were regular attendants at chapter meetings. The advice and counsel furnished by
these two Fijis to the young and inexperienced brothers of Psi must have been truly invaluable.
1 Patterson seems to have been the prime force among the "seventeen"
in the work towards a chapter of Phi Gamma Delta at \\'abash. He was
older than the rost, 26, when th e chapter was founded . Yet .in spite of
his zeal for the frat ernity. his grandson, T . P. Campbell of Denver,
Colorado, did not k•ww tl1al his grandfather was a. Phi Gamma Della,
and even more odd, Patterson's great grandson, Richard C. Campbell,
Dartmouth, '40, is a member of the Dartmouth chapter! According to
T. P . Campbell, he never h<ard the fraternity m<ntioned by his grand·,
father, and two associfltes of Patterson al so stated that he never mentioned it to them.
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The chapter was not without its storms. Criticisms
are often reported "lengthy and cutting," and although
a chapter hall was rented as early as January, 1867,
the brothers decided, after protracted discussions, to
relinquish it. In fact, nine years were to pass before
Psi finally came to a home of its own. Encouragement
came in the form of letters fr om other chapters, particularly from Lambda, and Brother Hawkins, who
seems to have taken a more than passing interest in
the chapter of Fijis to his north. As well as frequent
letters, he often came to visit the chapter, and offer
advice. The chapter decid ed to abolish literary . exercises, as they took too mu ch time from college work.
This was the first of a dozen like abolishments which
were to take place, and then be amended, for some
thirty-five years to come. Founder James Linden, '70,
left Wabash in the spring of 1867 to attend the Northwest Christian University (Butler) at Indianapolis.
The discussion of new members for the "Delta Society" or "Delta Association," as it was always known
in those · days, was naturally a popular and prominent
part of chapter meetings. 1\Iembers of the chapter usually referred to themselves as "Deltas." The term Phi
Gamm (usually with two m's), was very rarely used,
and Fiji was unknown . Portions of a chapter meeting
are quoted below-April 20th, 1867:
"Psi convened at 9 o'clock, after a short time
spent in very pleasant conversation, the chapter
proceeded to busin ess ... Brother Brown leading
in prayer. The minutes of the last meeting were then
read and adopted. The chapter at once proceeded
to the initiation of l\Ir. Daggy, who was introduced
by Brother Coleman. After the beautiful initiatory exercises of the fraternity had been completed, Brother Daggy was introduced as a Delta,
and met a warm greeting from the brothers. ·we
extend a cordial, heartfelt welcome to him, a wel36
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come that only Deltas could give to Deltas. He will
ever find in the brothers of Psi friends who will
ever take the deepes t interest in his welfare, who
will rejoice in his triumphs and comfort him in his
misfortune. l\Iay his connection with our glorious
order be happy and profitable, and the evening that
witnessed his introduction to us one long to be remembered as filled with pleasant memories. Again
we bid him welcome.
The Deltas are now the leading society in Wabash, a host in themselves. Their influence permeates every fibre and tissue of the institution.
Respected by the faculty, honored by the students,
with a faithful adherence to the noble principles
that we advocate, there is a ~lorious and happy future for Phi Gamma Delta in our alma mater.
A letter was read from Sigma . . . stating the
price of pins ... The criticisms this evening were
unusually brief, but a few brothers participating
in them. Brother Patterson's kind face enlivened
the meeting. We hope he will often find it convenient to be present at our meetings. All the brothers
were present with the exception of Brother DeWolfe. There being no further business . . . the
chapter adjourned to meet on the next Saturday
evening."
Languge was verbose, Websterian, flowery. The day
of the art of public speaking and oratory was still at a
high pitch in the nation. Brevity and simplicity had no
place in all but a pitiful few of the things written or
spoken, and young college men, schooled in the classics
and filled with admiration of the great orators, took to
this kind of language in willing conformation to a
popular standard.
In May, '67, Brother Joel Hiatt, '73, resigned from
the chapter. Evidently some sort of a bre.a k had come,
but what it was isn't noted. Hiatt's resignation was
accepted quickly, with no comment, and none of the
usual words spoken when a member left the chapter are
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noted here in the minutes regarding Hiatt's departure.
He was originally in the class of '69, but dropped out
of school, to return and graduate with '73 . He was
reinstated in the frat ernity in February, 1872.
And Lambda, her part done in the founding of her
sister to the north, was not sitting idly by and letting
Psi muddle through without advice and aid. In addition to the letters and visits of Hawkins, numerous
other of the DePauw brothers visited the chapter.
Mark Kirby, '72, and Thrndore Daggy, '71, became
the chapter's second and third initiates, respectively,
in the first year of Psi 's life. Donnelly, l\Ioore and
Russell had all been initiated, but they were members
of the "seventeen ." Meetings were held regularly
throughout the year, and were more than a week apart
on only four occasions. Coleman, Linden and Patterson
had all left school during the course of the year, but
the chapter had gained new strength ~n the addition
of Coulter and Woodruff from Tau, and by the initiation of Kirby, Norris, and Daggy.
In the last formal meeting of the year, held in Ristine's Jaw office in downtown Crawfordsville, Patterson
and Edmund R. Brown were elected delegates to the
Phi Gamma Delta convention which was to be held at
Greencastle. A final meeting was held on June 24th.
Here the departing brothers were toasted, and the year
just passed-Psi's first-looked upon and pronounced a
distinct success. From the minutes of that meeting:
" ... Naturally with all the remembrance of the
year was recalled with vivid force. A year of trials
and triumphs for the chapter. At the end of the
struggle, we find ourselves with stronger arms,
with braver hearts, prepared for future contests.
Our Star has continually advanced until we can
justly and proudly boast that ours is the fr·aternity
of Wabash . With the press of the old grip, the
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union of hands, and the linking of hearts, we part
for the long vacation, temporarily scattered far
apart.
Circumstances unforeseen, yet pressing, may
cause some of our number to part active companionship with us. If such is unfortunately the case,
to such we would say 'God-Speed.' Acquit yourselves like men and Deltas and all will be well.
Life's battle will be fought valiantly and life's
crown as nobly won . Their names and literary
deeds will on our record shine brightly, and their
memories will be cherished with lasting fraternal
affection by an admiring chapter.
Those of us that return, will on the eve of September 14, 1867, celebrate our Fhst Eventful AnniversanJ. The scenes of the past will be lived over,
tinged with memory's brightest hues. It will be the
beginning of a still more eventful year. As brothers in Unity and F1·iendship higher literary conquests yet r emain to be reaped. Let us then at that
reunion . . . vow new vows of fealty to Phi Gamma
Delta and enter the race course with the acumen
of skilled athletes in the cause of our beloved fraternity.''
The fifteenth member of the "seventeen," Theodore
Livings, '68, was initiated into the chapter while on a
visit from Indianapolis on September 28, 1867. He had
left Wabash in the spring of '66, and never returned
to school there. With Livings initiation, the recorded
initiations of the real founders of the chapter are
complete.
John Marshall Wright, '66, is listed as a charter
member, but nowhere in the records of Psi is the date
or details of his initiation; merely that he was initiated
as an alumnus is noted. This too, was noted for Asa
W. Waters, who finally notified the chapter in 1890
that he was not a charter member, never having been
initiated. This brings to mind the possibility that the
chapter may have been under the same assumption re39
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garding actual membership with Wright as it was with
Waters. Wright died in April, 18!10, and it may have
been that he considered himself a charter member of
the fraternity, even though not initiated. or that he
was never contacted regarding it before hi s death.
Wright was probably never initiated. On the other
hand, there is nothing to definitely prove that he was
not. Regardless, his service to the chapter was much,
and therefore he is listed as a charter member, a place
he rightfully deserves.
School expenses had not risen a great deal in the
days following the war. Tuition was ten dollars a
semester. meals could be had at boarding houses for
two dollars a week, and ro.oms..were often less than a
dollar. Wabash men of the sixties and early seventies
muttered at the mud and dust dotted and thinly graveled walks of the campus, and if they lived in the college dormitory, South hall now, they studied their
Latin and Greek in the small unheated rooms of the
building, furnished only with a stove, table, and two
straight chairs.
Calliopean and Lyceum, the literary societies, filled
for the student of the sixties and seventies the need
that athletics and other extra-curricular activities now
fill. Each society had a room on the third floor of Center Hall, and each had its own library there. In fact,
until the college library was improved in later years,
the students spent most of their leisure time in the
halls in Center, where surroundings were more pleasant
and company more congenial than almost anywhere else
·
in college.
Exhibitions and declamations, with the two literary
societies pitted against one another, were very popular.
Each year on February 22 the exhibition of the year
was held, the greater light hung among several lesser.
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This exhibition was preceded by meetings of the two
bodies in their resp ec tive lwlls in Center; then a parade
around Crawfordsville, ·with banners and a band, and
then back to Center Presbyterian church, which served
as the college chapel, and where most gatherings of the
student body were held. Psi was well represented on
both societies.
Certainly high points in the first five year period of
the chapter's life were the initiations of Henry S. Lane,
a former senator from Indiana and also a former governor and leading political figure, and General Lew
Wallace, author, soldier, and statesman-to-be. A popular thing for the fraternities of Wabash to undertake
in those days was the initiation of some prominent
figure-a judge, a visiting speaker, a local lawyer, a
professor of note at the college. Psi scored high in this
respect. Lew Wallace and Henry S. Lane were certainly
Crawfordsville's No. 1 and No. 2 citizens in 1868, and
it made little difference which you said was the first.
Anyhow, Psi settled very well the possibility of another
fraternity claiming that they had the town's most
prominent citizen-they initiated them both.
In October, 1869, Psi gained for herself and the fraternity as a whole one of the finest, most famous and
best loved members that Phi Gamma Delta has ever
called her own. Thomas Riley 1\Iarshall, '73, joined the
ranks of the wearers of the black diamond, and from
that day until his death in 1925, his labors for the
fraternity rarely, if ever, ceased.
In his college days, he was a willing and loyal worker
in the chapter, with a sincere interest in all its functions, and a genuine and true feeling of brotherhood
for his fellows in Phi Gamma Delta. A fine student,
and active in the life of the college, Tom Marshall was
blessed as well with the keenest and best kind of humor.
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In his days at the chapter, from 1869 until 1873, some
of Psi's best years were marked into time. And to the
genial and intelligent Marshall's influence must go the
credit for a great portion of their fine work .
After college days came a law career, and entrance
into politics. But as Tom l\larslwll's star rose and his
life grew busier, he alwa~· s found his way back to the
chapter and the college several timf~ S a year, to the
great delight of faculty, trustees, · old friends, and members of the fraternity. In 1908 he was elected governor
of Indiana, and in 1912, he was successful as the running partner of Woodrow Wilson in the presidential
campaign.
In spite of the oft-rPpe:tlt·d jokes about the obst:ure
vice-president, even in spite of them as Tom l\Iarshall
himself told them, he was an able and willing public
servant for his nation, and particularly after his reelection in 1916, when the days of 1917 and 1918 drew
America deeper into the grt>at conflict, Tom Marshall's
work went unobstrusively and silently on, doing each
day for the nation invaluable service.
And before and after vite-presidential days, Phi
Gam Tom served as a trustee of Wabash, and gave
to his alma mater all the devotion and valuable advice
and support that one man is called upon to give; it
was more often than not that he give his share twice
over.
They tell of how he used to drop in and sit down and
talk with the boys, tell them stories of Psi in her infancy, and tell them as well storief; of the region that
he came from and lived in. And in spite of all that he
achieved, he never lost his perspective, or his sense of
values, and he always held dear and remembered vividly
the great days of his fratcmity life at Wabash, and
remained until his death a truly loyal Fiji.
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His influ enec in t hr chapter, and in th e college, the
state and th e nati on was of the most constructive and
lasting type. He \Yas th e kind of man that all liked to
see come and that all liked to talk with.
November , 1869, saw Julius Coleman, '70, who harl
helped found hi s own chapter, help found an other.
Coleman acted as Legat e in the es tablishment of Theta
Deuteron chap ter, a t Ohio Wesleyan Unive1·sity . And
in May, 1871, Ben Crane, '7 3, f or many yea rs a trustee
of Wabash Coll ege, and for the same year s, and until
his death, the great and good fri end of Psi chapter, was
initiated. Truly, in th e class of '73, Psi gained two of
its most loyal members.
College pranks were many and common, but were
rarely carried out by fraterniti es, but rather by classes.
Once, Tom Marshall and fri ends, tiring of the military
drill that was a part of th e coll ege curri culum until
1878, dragged th e co llege cannon onto th e r a ilroad
tracks at the south of the campus, and · stopped an oncoming train. In spite of pleadings and threats by the
train crew, Tom and friends merely watched the whole
proceeding, and watched with grins and laughter when
the sweating train crew (it was May) was obliged to
remove the heavy obstacles before it could proceed .
A red-faced ora tor, intent upon some high point in his
speech, was likely to have a live rooster t ossed into the
middle of his audience, and hay in classrooms and cows
tied on the chapel pla tform made Wabash college life
in the last few years of the sixties lighter. Fraternity
hazing was unknown , but hazing for the benefit of
"prep" students and freshmen was common. The windows of old South Hall made an excellent perch from
which to throw bu ckets of water on the heads of walkers-below, and chasing bumble-bees, armed with bows
and arrows, and mounted on broomstick horses- this
43

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH

became the fate of scores of unlucky ones through the
years. "Turning," consisting of one student kneeling
behind another, and a third, leagued with the first,
turning the victim over was popular. And the college
cannon somehow mysteriously disappeared to the countryside, north or south, east or west, several times a
year.
After chapter meetings, apples and cakes, baked by
some feminine admirer of the Fiji clan in Crawfordsville, or sent by sister or mother, or cookies provided
for the "inner man" after chapter meetings. There
were picnics, with the entire chapter driving out to the
country in a large wagon.
The discussion of new men for the chapter occupied
a large portion of the time of each chapter meeting,
and each man was thoroughly and lengthily discussed
before he was invited to become a member of the fraternity. "Committees" would be appointed to "wait
upon" Mr. Soandso. Usually, they were "continued" at
each chapter meeting for at least two and usually three
or four meetings, and then the gentleman being "investigated" was reported "worthy of membership in
Delta," and his investigation committee extended to
him the invitation to become a member of Phi Gamma
Delta. A man was "spiked" in those days-the term
pledge was never used. Psi's refusals were few those
first few years, and once a man had assented to membership, the man chosen was immediately initiated, and
the minutes of chapter meetings in which initiations
were held are packed with glowing and verbose accounts
of the enthusiasm and brotherhood with which the
chapter welcomes the new initiate, "another link to
that almighty bright chain ... " Sometimes, the "investigation" committee would report that their man
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had joined another fratl'rnity, or did not plan to join
any fraternity in college.
Rivalry between Psi, and her Greek "sisters" at
Wabash, Phi Delta Theta and Beta Theta Pi, was
usually friendly enough, although very keen, and youthful tempers brought flareups now and then which were
far from amenable. Stealing one another's chapter papers wasn't a common practice, but it occurred at intervals of several years. More often, handfuls of dirt
or pebbles would hit the windows of Psi's meeting
place, and sometimes a hasty and very informal adjournment followed, so that the "culprits" (as Psi's
minutes often call them) could be chased. Listeners
and keyhole peekers were common, too, and a sentinel
would sometimes be posted outside the door to guard
against prowlers. Secret meetings were of course held,
but the college authorities knew of the existence of the
fraternities, and gave them unofficial sanction by merely ignoring their presence. Secret meetings were more
for the mystification of the "barbs" (barbarians-independent students) than for any other one purpose.
Not all of the chapter always had pins, but those who
did possess them wore them on coat lapel, or vest lapel.
They were of no uniform size, and were jeweled, usually according to the condition of the owner's pocketbook. In the spring of '67, brothers James R. DeWolfe,
'68, Ashbel G. 1\Iartyn, '68, Julius A. Coleman, '70, and
James H. Russell, '70, bought their pins at seven dollars
apiece from the firm uf H. Richardson, Jeweler and
Watchmaker, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Pledge pins
were unknown.
Dues were spasmodic in collection and assessment.
Usually funds for running expenses were raised by
means of assessment on the members of the chapter.
Neither was there a really definite initiatioh fee these
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first few years. On the night of their initiation, in
September, 1866, each of the eleven founders initiated
gave a dollar to the chapter treasury. From three to
five dollars seems to have been the usual initiation
charge. There was the usual petty, yet still important
business of the chapter talked over each meeting; small
details that needed attention.
The chapter literary exercises were neither weak nor
strong. They were probably stronger these five years
than at any other one period in the chapter's life, but
neglect of preparation often cauE;ed their postponement,
or even abandonment. Shakespeare held the floor almost
without competition.
Phi Gamma Delta was spreading its wings nationally,
and the minutes of these 1866-71 ~·ears are dotted here
and there with letters from groups petitioning for a
charter of the fraternity, from individuals interested
in a chapter at this school or that, or from some other
Phi Gamma Delta chapter or from the Grand Chapter,
located at Canonsburg until 1868, and then at New
York, desiring Psi's opinion of her vote as to a chapter being established somewhere. Indiana's third Phi
Gamma Delta chapter in seven years came in l\Iay,
1871, when Zeta at Indiana University was chartered.
Letters from the various Fiji chapters all over the country were frequent, and each member of the chapter
was regularly assigned a certain number of chapters
to correspond with.
The chapter was cautious about new members. Exclusive of the sixteen charter members initiated, there
were only thirty-one men initiated in the first five years
of the chapter's life. Of these, two, Henry S. Lane and
General Lew Wallace were not students, so initiations
averaged less than five per year. The chapter's strength
was variable, with usually from ten to fourteen men
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on the rolls. The po\\·er of a fraternity on the campus
was gauged by the number of prizes which its members won at the exhibitions, decbmations, and in the
essay contests each year at commencement time. Psi,
without exception for the first five years of her life,
did well in these.
The Wabash student of the late sixties could boast
one advantage over his 1941 counterpart-he didn't
have to attend classes on Saturday. Political interest
ran higher than usual after the war, and in 1868, the
Crawfordsville Journal reported that there was a Grant
Club with 125 members at Wabash.
Death and illness played a greater part in the student's life seventy years ago than now. Man's life span
was shorter, and death in youth was made even more
tragic by the over-sentimental spirit of the times, and
this, with the adjective-belen, flowery and Websterian
language used, made the death of a brother the signal
for extensive outpourings of "resolutions" on the part
of the fraternities of the day. These were mailed to
the families of the deceased, and also a copy was mailed
to each of the chapters of the fraternity. An example:
PHI GAl\11\fA DELTA
Brothers:
"Again the invisible messenger had given the
well-known, dreaded signal, and one of our number
has arisen, and bidding us adieu, answered the call,
and gone away to the other hall. There is one Jess
in the fraternity on earth; one more in the fraternity in heaven. The earth-life of Bro. SAMUEL
R. HiETT is ended. He has answered the summons, 'come up higher.' We remain a little longer
below. The summons will soon come; there will be
a footfall upon the stairs and a tap at the door.
May we be as ready to go as was our brother,
whose Joss we so deeply mourn. As a tribute of
respect and a token of sorrow and sympathy with
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his bereaved friends, be it r esolved by this chapter:
First-That while we mourn the loss o£ our dead
brother, we submissively bow to the will of God.
Seoond--That in the death of Brother Hiett, we,
as a chapter and a fraternity, have lost a faithful
friend and brother.
Third--That we deeply sympathize with his bereaved family and friends .
Fourth-That we wear the usual badge of mourning.
Fifth--That a copy of these r esolutions be sent to
his family and each of our sister chapters.
l\1. S. CLAYPOOL,
R. B. BLAKE,
J. H. PYKE,
Committee.
INDIANA ASBURY UNIVERSITY
Crawfordsville's streets were still more mud than
anything else in the years 1866-71, and l\1 a in street
was lined with one and two story frame shops, with an
occasional brick structure. More brick buildings didn't
begin to appear until the early seventies. There were
bookstores, and livery stables, a blacksmith's shop,
clothing stores, and law offices. There were a couple of
drug stores, and a hardware store. Traveling shows
made the town at times, and one of th e shows that
Fijis of the day saw was Uncle Tom's Cabin. Circuses,
too, were . spring and summer attractions.
The town's young ladies took no small part of the
time of the Wabash men of the day. Local and faculty
opposition to the drama was disappearing, and students
participated in plays with the town's other sex. And
in 1869, when twenty-three young ladies applied for
admittance to Wabash College, but were refused, the
student editors of the time encouraged them to persevere in their efforts to gain admittance. Croquet and
archery were played by Wabash men with the town
48

THE EAgL Y YEARS

girls, and a "freshman bum" consisted of buying a
quarter's worth of peanuts, and then calling on a girl,
her larder expected to furnish the rest of the food for
the evening's entertainment or "party." The Crawfordsville girls would be "at home" in the afternoon on
Sundays, and a group of students would make the
rounds. Almost . standard equipment for such calls
were bowler hat and either beard or sideburns. Dancing had not yet found its way into the life of the college or its fraternities.
And so the chapter rolled into the seventies firmly
established, with an excellent personnel. Psi was a
force at Wabash, definitely there to stay. Her sons of
the early seventies went on about their business, justly
proud of their fraternity and chapter.
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Chapter III

The Days of Classicism
The Wabash Fiji of the seventies saw his college, and
his college town as well, growing up. Center Hall's now
time-stained wings were built in 1871 and 1872, and
a gym also joined the growing group of buildings in
1872, located just about where the Scarlet gym of today stands. And in 1878, Peck Scientific Hall took its
place. Campus walks were still as muddy as they had
been for many years, and as they were to be for many
more. Crawfordsville was forgetting that a short forty
years ago it had been a frontier town, and was tearing
down the wooden buildings along Main street, and putting up brick structures. And as wealth accumulated,
grandiose Victorian residences, looking all too much
like products of a drunken architect's maddest dre.ams,
made their appearance along the town's streets.
Crawfordsville's "downtown district" was improving
in the seventies, too. There were more merchants, and
better shops. If you wanted to risk the scorn of most
of your brothers, and smoke, you could get Esmeralda,
the best five cent cigar in town, at Smith and Hamrick's Drug Store, and Insley Brothers Livery Stable
on Market street had rigs for rent for those long country drives. The Crawfordsville Journal had eight pages
now, and was still urging the city fathers to better the
town's streets and sidewalks.
You might buy your books at the bookstore on the
northeast corner of Main and Green, where the Elston
Bank now stands, or you could get them at Dickey and
Brewer's Bookstore, a little further east on Main. And
first quality bowler hats were on sale at Goltra and
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Babcock's, on the southwest corner of Main and Washington.
Tuition was twelve dollars per term in the seventies,
and there were three terms in the year. There were
two degrees, A. B. and B. S. granted in those days by
the college. The first two years in the A. B. course
were required work, with courses in mathematics, botany, Latin, English, and in the classical course, Greek,
as well as an additional year of Latin. The scientific
student took zoology and modern language instead of
Greek and Latin. In his last two years, the student
had some electives. They included philosophy, physics,
chemistry, mineralogy, mathematics, and the human
body for the junior year, and geology, astronomy and
the United States Constitution for the senior year. In
course of study at least, Wabash was still predominately
classical.
In addition to his services for the Union in the Civil
War, General Burnside gave the American youth and
the American man of the seventies another thing to
curse or praise him for. Sideburns became popular,
and Wabash students were no exception. And if not
sideburns, hair of some kind on the face was almost
as necessary as wearing your pants. The student publications of the day made many and humorous comments on the beards of the Wabash men of the day;
of the "almost indistinguishable fuzz on the face of the
freshmen, the meagre hairs which adorned the sophomore chin and cheeks, the junior beard, which showed
signs of promise, and the full-blown hirsute disguises
of the mighty seniors." Wabash students of the 1869-78
years had, willing or no, military training under Colonel
Henry B. Carrington, an army officer. The college faculty had little to do with fraternities. It cast a mildly
approving eye on them, but for some reason or other
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never made quite clear in Psi's minutes, a few of her
initiates in the seventies were "incognito" members of
the chapter for periods of a few weckR after their induction.
Psi's men saw their ca mpus get some improvement
in the seventies. Underbrush was cleared, and some
weHs were dug to insure a ready supply of fresh water.
South hall was remodeled in 1880, and more than one
Wabash man was anything but sorry to see the old
building go out of use as a dormitory. Classes began
in it. Sunday afternoon chapel was a part of every
student's life in the seventies. Dr. Tuttle usually delivered the sermon to the students. Also, in 1874, John
M. Coulter came to Wabash as a professor of botany,
there to remain until 1891. In 1876, Jacob Norris, one
of Psi's first initiates, came to Wabash as a professor
of mathematics.
·
Wabash's classical and moral tradition still held fast
during the seventies. During this decade, and even on
into the eighties, the college catalogue carried this
statement .. .
" ... Every student is expected to be diligent in
study, and deport himself in an orderly, courteous,
and moral manner, both in the college and the community. When the faculty are satisfied that a student is not fulfilling expectations, that he is wasting his time and forming bad habits; that he indulges in the use of intoxicating liquors or other
injurious practices, or that his presence is for any
reason a harm to the college, his parent or guardian will be notified of the fact, and then if there
be no reformation, they will request the removal of
such student from the institution."
Every Wabash student felt, or at least the faculty
outwardly assumed that he felt in those days a high
sense of personal and social responsibility and morality.
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Students who did failing work in the college were sometimes dropped, but usually were allowed to stay on
under probation. The freedom which the student was
to know in part in the eighties, and to realize almost
fully in the nineties, began faint rumblings in 1880,
when the student editors of "The Wabash" began to
urge that the Wabash student be held responsible only
for his studies, as German students were.
No history which mentions Wabash College would
be complete without mention of Dr. Joseph F. Tuttle,
who came to Wabash in 1862 as its president, and held
that post for thirty years until his resignation in 1892.
A handsome man, his beard and hair were already
turning a silvery white in the sixties. Presbyterian
minister and college president, his great human air
and nature, his friendly spirit, and his famous hospitality are part of Wabash history. His judgment was
wise, his opinions intelligent, and his administration
of the college of the most excellent type. Fijis still
alive who were Wabash students before 1901 ·bear Dr.
Tuttle in their minds as a never-to-be-forgotten part
of their college memories.
For nine years, Psi had "knocked about" without a
chapter hall. A brother's room in a private home, the
office of a Crawfordsville lawyer friend, one of the
tiny "boxes" in old South Hall, the office of General
Lew Wallace, or the parlor of the home of a local
brother-these were the chapter halls for the first nine
years of Psi' life. True, the brothers talked, and often,
of a chapter hall. "Home at last" came in November,
1875, when on the 13th the chapter met for the first
time in a room on the third floor of the Fisher Block,
located on the southwest corner of Main and Green
streets, on the present site of Goodman's Department
Store in downtown Crawfordsville. Oddly enough, the
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chapter hall was almost directly across the street from
where Patterson's Bookstore, birthplace of the chapter,
had stood. In the same building, rooms were later to
be taken by the Sigma Chi and Phi Delta Theta chapters at Wabash, but Psi came first to the Fisher block.
Although there is actually no substantiation for it, the
belief has persisted for years that Phi Gamma Delta
was the first fraternity at Wabash to occupy its own
hall: It may easily have been so.
The chapter hall's furni shings at the Fisher Block
were anything but elaborate those first few years. A
few chairs, a table, inexpensive curtains, and a rugthe well known Brussels carpet-were all. Cord wood
for the iron stove was piled in the corner. For keeping
a fire in the stove on meeting nights, and keeping the
hall swept, one of the brothers was exempted from
dues. The first house job! All of the men in the chapter had a key to the hall. Am ong the expenses in curred
in furnishing the hall were cutains at six dollars, a
table cover for a dollar and seventy-five cents, five
bushels of coal for seventy-five cents, and a stove and
its equipage, six dollars and eighty-five cents.
The Fijis were in the first of six homes they have
occupied to date. Here a word of tribute is in order.
The men who formed Psi from 1866 to 1875 had held
the chapter together in admirable fashion without a
chapter hall. Fraternities died easily and quickly in
those days-even with halls, which were obviously
rallying points and centers of activity for the chapters
which owned them. Psi progressed and prospered with
no chapter hall. To speak conservatively, those of the
1866-75 period did a difficult task extremely well. Without their work, there might be no Psi today.
The college library was improved and modernized in
the seventies, and in this the literary societies perhaps
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lost th eir first battle to the forces which were to eventually weaken them until they di ed out at ' Vabash. The
student now spent more time in the college library
where he had form er ly spent the greater portion of it
in the lib raries of th e literary societies. But in this
only did the litera ry societi es lose any of their influence.
Interest in oratory and debate ca rried well over into the
seventies, and th is is bo rn e out by Psi's minutes in the
1871-81 decade. In ad dition to the chapter literary exerci se, the minu tes often mention college debates, or
sometimes, the chapter is divided into two parts, one
side t akin g the affi r mative of a question, and another
the negative.
In addition to th e college activities of Lyceum and
Calli opean, they also gave occasional programs with a
Young Ladies Literar y Club, or with a church organization. After Wabash j oined the State Oratorical Association, intercollegiate debates became popular student activities.
The chapter was running strongly ahead. Literary
exercises were tri ed in the first part of the decade
1871-1881 with varying degrees of success. The fact
that the college youths got classicism and more classicism in th eir regular studies, and then -another dose of
it in the f unctions of the literary socities, may have
had more than a little to do with the lack of interest
often displayed by the brothers. Enough, then and still,
is enough, and too much . . . The exercises were still
carried out, though, whether very much alive, as they
seldom were, or very sick, as they often were. Some
excerpts from the minutes of meetings at which literary
exercises were held follow:. The author for the next meeting was
Thomas Carlyle, and the question, 'The compara65
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tive merits of a political and a literary life for
distinction . . . '
" ... In literary exercises Sir Walter Scott and
Washington Irving were discussed in accordance
with the programme of the evening and the chapter seemed well pleased with the experiment .. .
The authors chosen for the next meeting's discussion were Byron and Longfellow, and the liberty
was also added of allowing a brother .to choose for
himself any other author . . . "
" ... Several of the brothers gave short literary
sketches which were very interesting and such that
it promises a firm basis for the movement .· .. "
The 1871-81 decade was an active one in a score of
ways. The chapter, as a group and through its individual members, gained experience and added much to
its heritage. Psi remained small, true to the mode of
the times and in line with the college enrollment. An
excellent picture of the life of the decade, and the impressions it left, is given by C. P. Arnold, '82, father
of famed Thurman Arnold, present day "trust buster"
in Washington. From Mr. Arnold's letter ...
" . . . I entered the freshman class at Wabash in
the fall of 1876 ... For three years Dr. Tuttle out
of the kindness of his heart let me sit at his table
for the privilege of looking after his horse, his
cow, and filling the baseburner where he worked
with anthracite coal. My debt is too priceless for
words.
In my sophomore year, I was admitted to Phi
Gamma Delta. It was a solemn occasion. The fraternity had quarters in a business building downtown, a single room up . . . two flights of stairs.
There was a kerosene lamp, a table, a rug on the
floor and kitchen chairs against the wall. To maintain secrecy, the curtain on the one window was
always down. The meetings were serious to a fareyou-well, but they were kindly and helpful. Arthur
Brown of the Class of 1880 presided. Brown and
Hunt (Emory Hunt, '80), who was a lovable man,
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had a room across the hall upstairs in the old
dormitory and I saw much of them. A calico curtain, strung on a wire, divided our rooms into two.
We slept behind the calico, the sleep of a well
earned repose.
Every member who could afford it wore a badge.
One of the boys had a diamond in his. For lack of
cash I had to get along without a pin.
When I was initiated Brown read a chapter from
Ecclesiastes. He was a powerful reader ... with
a voice just a little bit too powerful for the size of
the room. Then we all repeated in unison the
sacred words. There were monthly dues, not to be
recalled now. Every member paid them if he could.
If we were short of cash, Hunt, the treasurer, stood
the landlord off. He was very successful that way.
No one could resist his winning smile.
From the foregoing you will draw the correct
inference that there was no hazing, no horse play,
no flippant conversation in those vanished days of
our fraternity. Everything was conducted on a
high moral plane. The exercises were literaryrecitations from English classics and informal discussions on the decadent civilization of Greece and
Rome. American history didn't count. It was too
recent. I recall that every member was jacked up
by older classmen if he failed to read Grote's history of Greece and Munson's history of Rome during the sophomore year, if not before. History
wasn't taught in the college. We studied Latin,
Greek, and math. History was read for relaxation.
You ask, "How did college authorities regard
fraternities?" As nearly as can be judged they
looked at them with a tolerant smile. Dr. Tuttle
never mentioned them. Caleb Mills, the oldest man
who sat on the platform, was thoroughly convinced
as he told us one morning at chapel that "the heart
of man is deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked."
You also ask, "What were the attitudes of the
fraternities toward one another." Just about the
attitude of the Russians and the Finns. Our paramount antipathy was toward the Betas. They were
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"snooty." In turn we looked down on other fraternities as lacking in scholarship. Wabash was a
monastic institution and fraternities encouraging
companionship with the "skits" were frowned on as
"sissies." Arthur Brown was our outstanding member, always the master of men.
In this mad world, crowded . . . with countless
types of mental breakdown, I . . . find a certain
solace in recalling old Wabash days. They were
days of plain living and high thinking. The legacy
of those days I have never been able to squander
"
Chapter meetings were serious in these days, almost
always formal, and the chapter officers were filled with
a genuine sense of responsibility. There was very little
"horse play." No matter how brief the contact with
Psi, its customs, its then young traditions, and its
principles as embodied in Phi Gamma Delta left a
permanent and pleasant memory and influence in the
minds of all those who were its members. Duncan S.
Cameron, '81, has said it as well as any might . . .
" ... my identification with Phi Gamma Delta at
Wabash was brief. Nevertheless the help received
was incalculable in advice and friendship and my
gratitude for helpful guidance and stimulation will
remain to the end of life . . . "
The initiation of a man into the chapter was alway::~
an event which stood out in the minds of all the chapter's members, and one which evoked lengthy and
flowery comment in the minutes of Psi. Below are
excerpts from the minutes when l\Iillard F. Eggleston,
'77, was initiated into the chapter.
" ... Brother Eggleston, though ... with us but
a few weeks, has advanced one rung on the ladder
which leads to immortal fame. May he ev~r continue as he has thus. begun, striving each day to
overcome obstacles which are ever presenting them58
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selves to us poor mortals; and though Phi's and
Betas may have their bolts of calumny and vindictiveness, yet remember that the shield of Delta is
impenetrable, and with conscience unclouded and
right for your companion, your course through
college with the assistance of Phi Gamma Delta
will be pleasant, and when the parting hour shall
have come, you can say in the language of that
great teacher, 'I have finished the work thou hadst
for me to do.' "
Meetings in the 1871-72 year were very regular and
interest ran high. And through all the years of the
1871-81 decade there was the constant discussion of
new members for the chapter, brought about by no
definite initiation time, and also that there were three
college terms, men often entering school at the beginning of second or third, as well as first. Certainly the
induction of new members is the most vital function of
a fraternity-assuring its life and health, but Psi's men
of the seventies must have discussed prospective Fijis
to the point of weariness at times. Again and again
and again, the brothers debated argued and protested,
or fought for or against this man or that. It was probably often interesting, and equally, it must have been
boring at times.
In 1872 Indiana Gamma of Phi Kappa Psi came to
Wabash, and in the same year came Beta Psi of Delta
Tau Delta, and in 1879 Theta Delta Chi took its place on
the campus. Sigma Chi, in 1880, became the seventh
national fraternity to come to the college. Theta Delta
Chi died in 1882 after a feeble existence, and Phi Psi
passed on in 1901.
In 1878, Maurice Thompson, famed as an author,
naturalist, essayist and editor, became an honorary
member of the chapter. He was one of many literary
and political figures, nationally famous, who have been
members of the chapter. In 1879-80 Wabash's enroll59
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ment was at a low point in the school's history, and
new men for the chapter were not easy to get. Psi
fared well, though, as she initiated eight men that
year, in addition to Judge Daniel P. Baldwin, founder
of t.he Baldwin Oratorical at Wabash.
Fraternity banquets were few, but expensive and
expansive when held. Banquets in the seventies were
usually held at the Nutt House, now the Ramsey Hotel.
One given in March, 1878, is exemplary of most. From
the account of it in the chapter minutes . . .
" ... Thursday, March 7, 1878, will long be remembered as the day on which Psi chapter celebrated her largest and most elegant banquet. The
day was an auspicious one. The fates had decreed
that it should be beautiful; and the verdure of an
early spring, the blossoming of flowers, the budding of trees and shrubs ... vied with each other
in making this such a day ... as poets sing about,
but which is seldom met with . . .
The evening before, large delegations of the
brothers came up from Greencastle and Bloomington, partly to attend the banquet, and partly to
attend the 3rd annual contest of the Indiana State
Oratorical Association. These representatives were
met at the train by members of "Psi," and conducted to our large and beautiful hall, there to exchange compliments, get acquainted, and talk over
affairs for the succeeding day.
Thursday being a holiday, it was spent by the
visiting brothers in looking through the College
Library, Cabinet, etc., calling on the ladies, dining
with their friends, attending funerals, and in vari•OUS other pleasant ways. In the evening, all assembled at the courthouse to hear the oratory of Indiana's finest orators . . .
Twelve o'clock found about one hundred of us,
ladies and all, sitting around tables groaning with
excessive weight of orangcR, figs, nutR, cnndics,
raisins, jellies, cakes of various descriptions, and
all the delicacies of the season, and out of season,
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together, with the more substantial in the shape of
oysters in wing style, cold meats to every fancy,
etc.... The wine list was rather limited on account
of the recent temperance movement in the city.
The bright faces, and the handsome dresses of the
ladies, together with the beautiful decorations of
the chandeliers and windows of the room, presented
an appearance which, for elegance, magnificence,
and refinement, is seldom equalled in this country.
The Nutt Hotel may get up more banquets for future generations, but they must all dwindle to very
small proportions when compared to the one of
March 7, 1878.
After doing full justice to the viands, toasts were
proposed by Bro. Woods, as master of toasts, and
all responded to in a most happy manner. T. H. B.
l\1cCain responded to the toast, "The Press." Bro.
Aiken responded to the toast of "Lambda Chapter,"
followed by Bro. Philputt to that of "Bloomington
Chapter." 1\lrs. Charles, "Emily Hawthorne," the
poetess and correspondent for the Indianapolis
Sentinel, responded to the toast "The Gentlemen,"
and Bro. Ristine, of the alumni, brought down the
house by his remarks in "The Ladies." Bro. Winn
finished the literary part of the entertainment by
his response to the toast of "Helen's Babies." This
was thoroughly original, and did the little brother
much credit.
After spending a short time in conversation,
and with music, in the parlors, most of the company remained to "skip" through a program of
twelve well-arranged dances to the music of a full
orchestra. The meeting "broke" at four o'clock,
and five found . . . Crawfordsville wrapt in the
arms of 1\Iorpheus . . .
Thus passed the most glorious affairs of the kind
ever celebrated at Wabash. May she enjoy many
more, and may the Delta Fraternity have the honor
of managing them!"
There was no special time for rushing. If any period had a greater amount of it than another, it was
naturally the fall, but men were pledged or "spiked"
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all year long, and initiations followed almost immediately afterwards. Encouragement to the young chapter often came from th e men who had founded it,
especially from letters written by Ashbel G. Martyn,
Edmund R. Brown and Th omas Patterson, the latter
now on his way to political fame in Colorado. And in
Crawfordsville, Hosea H. Ristine, founder and Crawfordsville lawyer, was a frequent and welcome visitor
at chapter meetings. The minutes note now and then
that advice and encouragement has been received from
General Lew Wallace-and often a five dollar bill to
help out on expenses was enclosed. The general's son,
Henry L. Wallace, '74, was initiated in 1872. Letters
from Lambda, as well as visits, were frequent in this
decade. Only a few short mil es apart, the two chapters
maintained close and cordial r elations.
Letters between the various chapters of the fraternity were not so numerous in the late seventies as
they had been in the sixties and the early seventies.
Letters between the four Indiana chapters of Phi
Gamma Delta were still received regularly, and naturally, letters from the Grand Chapter, as the headquarters of the fraternity were then known, were often
received. The attitude of some of the Fiji chapters
towards the Grand Chapter seems to have been one of
strained relationship in the seventies. Psi's minutes
on one occasion record that they voted an emphatic rw
to some proposed Grand Chapter legislation, and that
they, as well as many of their sister chapters, were
very dissatisfied with the "modus operandi" of . the
Grand Chapter. The various chapters of Phi Gamma
Delta the country over also carried on a custom in
these days to let their distant brethren in other. chapters know of the scholastic ability of their own brothers in their pa1·ticular chapter. A commencement pro62
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gram would be marked with the Greek letters Phi
Gamma Delta after the nam e of the Fiji who had won
some honor in his co ll ege career, and these programs
would be mailed to th e other chapters in the fraternity.
Preserved in Psi's archives are several programs so
marked.
Interest in Ekkl es i:1s, or conventions, as they were
known then, ran high. Psi was always r epresented
nationally, as well as excellently represented in the
state conventions of th e Indiana chapters. The brothers who attended from the chapter would give a full
and detailed report of the convention on their return
to Wabash.
Dues ran about fifty cents a week, and initiation fees
were five dollars. As C. P. Arnold has said in his letter,
those who had pins were those who could afford them.
There was, in a sense, a form of pledgeship connected
with the pins. On Reveral occasions a man was initiated, and then not a llowed to wear his pin for several
weeks. Pins were of no decreed size, some small, some
large, some jeweled, so me not.
The custom of electing officers came to be the business of one of the last meetings in the spring, and
upon the new officers fell the obligation of "treating"
the rest of the chapter after the meeting was over.
Willson's and Hightower's Ice Cream Parlor, and other
soft drink establishments drew the Fijis often on
warm evenings in spring and fall. Ice cream? Yes, in
the seventies, entering- a saloon was strictly forbidden,
by college rule as well as censorship from the majority
of your fellows. Th e devil was still finding the going
hard at Wabash.
After chapter mee tings, long talks with a basket of
apples for the brothers made pleasant evenings in the
small chapter hall in the Fisher block, and cakes and
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cookies, from home and from Crawfordsville's young
ladies, helped "space out" boarding house fare in the
seventies.
And there was other fun, and lols of it. The third
floor location of the chapter hall, a high place for those
days, was a great place to watch the circus parades
through the town's streets. There was also an intracollege walking race, which covered ten or twelve miles.
Prizes were offered by the local merchants to the winners, for this as well as other events, such as sack races,
three-legged races, and wheelbarrow races.
The year of 1877-78 was a strong year in the life of
the chapter, comparable with that of 1871-72, and
earlier, 1866-67. One fact which should be noted regarding the '71-'81 decade is that the chapter lost its
charter (as one would lose money), and later recovered
it. The literary exercises reached near the most successful period that they ever enjoyed in 1880-81, when
they were held regularly and apparently with a considerable degree of success.
In this period, several men were prominent. Tom
Marshall and Ben Crane, '73, added much to the life
of the chapter, in their days there during the '71-'81
decade, and before, and others prominent were Arthur
Judson Brown, '80, later to become an internationally
famous figure in the Presbyterian church, C. P. Arnold,
'82, who was a moving force in the chapter's life, and
Emory Hunt, '80, another "strong" figure. Still others
were Frank Bailey, and Chris Bailey, '80, Charles H.
Bartlett, '77, William D. Frazier, '73, who was Tom
Marshall's roommate, and Elias C. Murray, '75. In
spite of the fact that they were later expelled from
the fraternity, Robert F . Coyle, '77, and Jacob Early,
'79, were workers for the good of the chapter.
In an evaluation of the 1871-1881 decade of the
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chapter's life, perhaps it can best be identified and
judged by its high moral character. This was naturally
a reflection of the character of the college. It is certain that the Fiji of the seventies enjoyed no great
amount of freedom of mind or action, and also that his
later life as well was molded by the concepts and teachings of both college and fraternity. It was a definite
period of growth for the fraternity. It saw the first
chapter hall, as well as the initiation of some of the
college's outstanding students-later to become outstanding alumni and national figures. No year in the
decade may be called a weak one. Some were naturally
stronger than others. College enrollment had its effect,
although it seems never to have been very great on
Psi. She went forward, giving each year to many more
men friendship and guidance and stimulation to prove
great assets in the years to come.
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Chapter IV

Psi Comes of Age
The transition of the chapter from the formative
years of the seventies into the early years of the 18811891 decade seems to have been marked by no particular
fanfare, nor should it have been. The men in the chapter had long since ceased to regard the fraternity as
something which would not always be there. In the
eighties, college fraternities were on a firmer and
sounder basis than former years had seen them.
In the 1881-1891 period, there was the usual routine
chapter business transacted at meetings, which were
usually held on Friday or Saturday night at about 8:30
p. m. In this decade came more frequent, although not
the first, requests for donations from the alumni, to
help out on current chapter expenses, to partially or
wholly finance some chapter project, or for some other
need or soon-anticipated need. The discussion of new
men still occupied a prominent place and took up probably the greatest amount of time in the chapter meetings, although it was not carried so far as it had been
in the seventies. In fact, the chapter's growth in the
years 1881-86 was the slowest in its history for so
long a period-five years-and in these five years, only
twenty men were initiated into the chapter, an average
of four per year. In the fall of 1885, Charles L. Pulliam, '87, Morris K. l\Iagner, '88, and Frank M. Fox,
'89, were the only three men to return to school, putting the chapter's personnel at the lowest numerical
point in its history. Hard work brought in several
men that fall, though, but the chapter still remained
small, so small that it met almost anywhere and any
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time. Again, in the period from February, 1886, until
February, 1887, not a single man was initiated into the
chapter.
There are few customs and traditions, outside of actual ritual, which have come down over seventy-five
years from the founders of Psi in 1866 to the undergraduate members of the chapter in 1941. One has
survived and never v>cakened. That is chapter criticisms in regular meetings. Psi's founders had evidently carried them over from Delta Psi Theta, or
some one of the other fraternal contacts they may
have had, and criticisms waxed strong in the late sixties, and all of the seventies, and carried forcefully
into the eighties. Some years have seen them a bit
sarcastic and vindictive-in certain meetings-but this
occurrence has always brought remonstrance from the
chapter heads for t emperance in comment. Good or
bad, they were an integral part of the Psi chapter of
the eighties. They often involved the question of poor
studies on the part of a brother.
With the small chapters of the eighties the setting
down of minutes became lax at times. They are usually
very short, and now and then gaps of two or three
weeks will appear. The chapter "scribes" seem to have
merely written them out on scraps of paper, and then
carried them about until an odd moment to set them
down came. Portions of the minutes for the '81-'91
decade were never left in any permanent form by the
chapter members of that period, but were later copied
down by later "class generations" of Fijis.
Meetings were still opened with prayer, and literary
exercises had about their only strong year of the
decade-indeed, about their last strong year-in the
1881-1882 year. After that, they became increasingly
spasmodic, and generally weaker, until the early nine67
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ties saw them about dead from the standpoint of any
real interest in the chapter. There was a later revival,
but that belongs in the story of another decade of the
chapter's life.
Chapter meetings were, with rare exceptions, serious.
Walter W. Chipman, '93, states the following regarding
his recollection of a typical chapter meeting . . .
" . . . As I recall it the presiding officer made
some remarks for the good of the chapter in opening the meeting. Reports were given by the other
officers . .Consideration was given to items in the
magazine-news from other chapters-particularly
from the Indiana chapters. Discussions of local
fraternity problems. Each brother was given an
opportunity and encouraged to have something to
say for the good of the chapter at each meeting."
There were, of course, occasional informal meetings.
But these were rare. Chapter officers regarded their
positions with great seriousness, and in formal chapter
meetings, everything usually ran off well.
Attendance at meetings was good. If a man did
miss a meeting, his excuse was usually a legitimate
one. Also, if a brother would for some reason be detained, and therefore be unable to get to the meeting
on time, he often showed up later, after his previous
"business" had been taken care of. Chapter dues were
assessed regularly, but were not always collected. They
averaged around a dollar a month, sometimes less. Although dues were supposed to take care of running expenses, they often failed to do so, and assessments outside of regular dues were common. On several occasions, when the chapter was having hard sledding
financially, as it did many times in the 1881-1891
decade, arguments would come up as to which bills
should be paid first-the local bills of the chapter, or
the money owing to the Grand Chapter of the fra68
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ternity. The local bill protagonists usually won their
point, though. When a man had fallen behind in payment of both room rent and chapter obligations, he
usually tried to pay his chapter bills, and stall the
room rent for a little longer.
Several members of the chapter were expelled in this
decade, the "crime" of most or all being the joining of
another fraternity after they ·had taken the vows of
Phi Gamma Delta. "Lifting"-the persuasion of a
member of a certain fraternity to drop his affiliation
with that body and join the fraternity of the persuaders
-was a common practice in the eighties. The fraternity which "lifted" those of the day who consented
to be "lifted" was usually at the same school, but not
always. Several of Psi's expelled members joined other
fraternities at some other college or university. Psi
seems to have been wholly innocent of "lifting."
The lengthy and verbose death resolutions of the
sixties and seventies were still distri.b uted by the chapter in the eighties, but they had become a little less
lengthy, and were stated with more simplicity than
the previous decade had ~een. Letters from other chapters grew more irregular with the years, the establishment of the fraternity magazine, with regular chapter
letters, probably causing the decline more than anything else. Letters to and from Lambda chapter at DePauw continued to be the most often written and received, and Zeta at Indiana and Tau at Hanover followed in second and third positions. Petitions for Phi
Gamma Delta chapters from groups of students in other
colleges were received and discussed by Psi. Usually
these petitions came from outside the state, but prospective chapters at Butler, Franklin, and Purdue were
all turned down. The discussion of the cliapter at Purdue came in 1891. Ten years later, James Ray Thomas,
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'01, one of Psi's most loyal sons, was to be the main
influence in the founding of Lambda Iota chapter.
After chapter meetings, progress in class would be
discussed, and some of the chapter, particularly its
younger members, would be urge d to hi gher scholastic
endeavors and achievements by th e upper classmen.
After meeting "feeds" were as pop ular as ever, with
cakes, cookies, fruit, and th e like, sometimes from
home but more often from youthful feminine admirers
of the Fijis, making up the bill of fare.
The place for wearing pins seems to have shifted
several times during the eighti es, and also there are
several aspects of pledge insignia presented. Regarding
the latter, purple ribb ons see m to have been used at
times, but actual pledgeship was so short that there
was really little use for them. Pins were worn on the
coat lapel, on the vest lapel, over the heart, and sometimes on the low left side of the vest. Even then, Fiji
sweethearts sometimes wore them. There was no pledging ceremony of any kind, and no pledge duties. Sometimes a man recently initiated wo uld be "jacked up"
regarding his conduct, or studi es, but new men wore
their pins at once if they could buy them, and .most
seem to have had them in the eighties. Pins cost varying amounts, from five to fifty dollars; and even more.
Jewels were popular, diamonds, pearls, rubies, and
emeralds being used. In the late years of the decade,
a popular custom was to have a tiny chain attached to
your pin, and to this, pinned on your coat or vest, a
small Greek letter denoting the name of your chapter.
In "spiking" a man in this decade, character and
ability came in for heavy consideration, and also,
though not so important, financ es, and whether or not
any Phi Gam alumus was backing the prospective member of the fraternity. The initiation fee of the chapter
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seems to have remained at about five dollars. Throughout
the entire 1881-1891 decade, the chapter hall remained
in the Fisher Block. It was enlarged in 1885 by the
addition ~f another room, with an archway joining the
two rooms together. In this decade the Fijis acquired
neighbors in the person of the Sigma Chi and the Phi
Deft chapters. Detchon's Drugstore occupied the first
floor of the Fisher Block, two stories below the Fijis,
and Binford's Drugstore was diagonally across the
street, where the Crawford Hotel now stands. Elston's
Bank was on the southeast corner of Main and Green,
directly east of the chapter's rooms, in the building
which now houses the Bank Cigar Store.
The chapter hall's furnishings, drab and not too lavish in the early part of the eighties, were completely
replaced in the late years of the decade when undergraduates and alumni of the chapter put on a drive and
raised almost three hundred dollars-then a practically
unheard-of-sum for a college fraternity-and devoted
the money to refurnishing the hall. Hardwood floors,
upholstered furniture, plush curtains, and Brussels
carpet for the floor were the main improvements that
the money brought to the hall in the old Fisher Block.
Most of the new furnishings were purchased in Indianapolis. In 1891, the chapter got a piano, through the
generosity and ingenuity · of Walter Rosebro, '84. And
a Mr. Crawford, who owned the Fisher Block, fortunately understood college boys. When the rent for the
hall was not forthcoming-and it sometimes was nothe was not apt to be too insistent about it. The enlarged hall and the hardwood floor brought dancing to
the chapter in its own quarters for the first time in
its history.
Student living costs were still very small in the
1881-1891 decade. This, with fraternity costs, didn't
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make it necessary that you be of great means to stay
in school and join the Fijis as well. Many of the brothers of this decade lived at Coyle's Boarding House,
which was located just west of the campus. Board was
two dollars a week. A suit of "ready-made" clothes
would cost you about six dollars, and other clothes
were proportionately priced.
Members of the fraternit~' were, as always, known as
"Deltas," or "Phi Gamms," the latter usually spelled
with two m's. The term "Fiji" was still unknown. The
fraternity was rarely referred to now as the "Delta
Association" or the "Delta Society" as it had been in
the sixties and seventies.
Also taking its place as a regular chapter function
in the eighties was the chapter photograph. The practice had started in the late seventies, and the '81-'91
decade saw it established as permanent. More and more
the fraternity began to assume and add to its heritage
and its character things small in themselves, yet things
which more and more served to help establish it as a
permanent institution in the life of Wabash College.
Excellent pictures of the early years of the '81-'91
decade are given in letters from George W. Benton,
'84, and Walter Rosebro, '84. From Benton's letter:" . . . Our meetings were always formal, and
the atmosphere serious at all times. A few of the
boys of the classes '81-'83 were so anxious to introduce horseplay that they got up a so-called 'second
degree' and put some of us younger boys through
some rough but harmless and good natured exercises. As usually happens, each time they performed they got wilder, and in a short time the
second degree faded out. There was never any hazing in initiations in my day. Every emphasis was
put on solemnity and secrecy.
Deep rivalry among the fraternities was the rule.
Sometimes it was anything but friendly, especially
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in the case of the two or three stronger organizations. As a consequ ence, college politics developed
some exciting moments. One clash I remember
very well. One faction had taken over all the offices
in a moment when the opposition was off guard. A
new election came on and a new combination captured the officers in its turn. The election wound
up in a free-for-all in the college chapel! Net results-some sore heads, increased bitterness, and
a new outfit of chapel hymn books . . .
It was customary, wh en a particularJy eligible
prospect was pledged, to keep his decision secret
for some time, to give the other 'frats' a chance to
ask him and so add to the joy of victory. Pledge
pins were just coming in as I left college. I never
wore one. The fraternity pin was first worn on the
coat lapel-afterwards on the vest over the heart.
In my day the college tolerated frate:rnities. We
of Phi Gamma Delta believed the Betas got all the
breaks . . . . Yet the college authorities treated us
well. We deserved what. we got. Rocial relations
were largely influenced by fraternity Jines. But
yet scholarship and character still ranked with
money to spend, social, and athletic accomplishments in determining a boy's relative standing in
the community.
Fraternity dues were nominal . . . board and
room could be had for $3.50 a week and dues were
in proportion. I know that many boys found it
hard to raise dues, or board money for all that,
and many fine fellows were kept out of fraternities
altogether by Jack of means to carry on . . .
. . . Finally I wish to say that the fraternity
was a very important factor in my life. I only
hope it is doing for the boys today what it did for
me."
Although character and ideals were still heavily considered in choosing a man for the chapter, financial
means had crept a little more into the picture than
ever before. The old classical influence, and the values it brought, were fading. The Lacey and Pontius
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Bookstore, on Main street, was a favorite student loafing place. Fraternity banquets were few in these days.
State banquets were always looked forward to, and
were usually elaborately prepared for and celebrated
events. The newspaper account of one held at Hanover
around 1890 is typical. Portions of it . . .
" ... The wearers of the Royal Purple and Diamond are quite numerous. The eighth annual convention of the Indiana chapters of Phi Gamma
Delta met for its first session yesterday afternoon
in the parlors of the Madison Hotel, C. M. Leslie,
of Hanover, presiding. The assembly was opened
with prayer by T. C. l\Ioffett, '90, of Hanover, after
which reports were heard from the four chapters
in the state, all of which are in good condition.
Lambda chapter at DePauw has seventeen members, Psi at Wabash has fourteen, Zeta at Bloomington 19, and Tau at Hanover 16. Committees
were appointed to make arrangements for the reception, banquet, etc., and the convention adjourned
to meet at two o'clock this afternoon.
At 7:30 the guests who had been invited to the
Pan Hellenic reception began to arrive, and by
nine o'clock they were all present. The elite of
Hanover and Madison society were in attendance,
and all the Greek fraternities at Hanover were
represented. At 10 o'clock the orchestra struck up,
and the 'light fantastic' was tripped until the wee
small hours. Refreshments were served in the intermissions . . .
This morning the delegates were taken on a trip
to Hanover College.
Tonight the grand banquet comes off.
Internally, the chapter had through all this decade
a fine spirit of cooperation. The strict sense of personal
and social responsibility held or supposed to be held
by the Wabash student of the seventies had become
somewhat modified, but its influence was still prominent
in the lives of Wabash students. With the exception of
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the low year of 1885, the chapter's size in this decade
remained about nine to fourteen men. Graduations and
men dropping out of school were balanced by initiations, and also, the entrance into Wabash of several
men who had been initiated into the fraternity at other
colleges.
The letter of Walter Rosebro, '84, also presents well
some of the period's activities . . .
" . . . After the regular meeting was closed,
many different activities were engaged in. Progress in class was discussed, and younger members
were exhorted to best endeavors. Declamations and
orations were delivered and criticized. Often impromptu debates were engaged in, with sometimes
recent graduate members who lived in Crawfordsville taking part. One favorite procedure was for
a subject to be proposed and sides chosen-everybody taking part and required to get up and say
something. The sides were chosen before the subject was decided upon. The side that proposed the
question had to allow the opposing side to choose
whether they would defend the affirmative or the
negative. Usually everybody voted as to which side
was the winner and as a rule the best speakers won.
. . . Whatever interest the college authorities
took in fraternities was not known by the students
themselves. A few members of the faculty were
members of some of the fraternities, but were
never known to engage in any of their activities .
. . . Fraternity pranks and jokes ... were not often
carried out by members of individual fraternities,
but rather by classes or even by groups of hail fellows who ganged together at times. Night handcar rides were known to have been indulged in out
to some neighboring orchard. Everybody has heard
of the cow that was coaxed up into the belfry and
left there. A wagon was once found on the roof ef
Center Hall. The bell clapper that called the students to classes once disappeared and much later
was found in a cistern on the campus. A wheezy
75

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH

old organ in chapel, that could not always be depended upon to give forth the needed music when
called upon was discovered to have lost its entire
'innards' one night. A new organ took its place
and that is what the pranksters were after. While
an entertainment was being held in chapel the
lights mysteriously flickered and went out . . .
The townspeople, especially the feminine portion,
looked upon the fraternity men favorably, and entertained them a great deal ... The enrollment at
Wabash was not large ... and the membership of
the fraternities was limited-not enough men to
get up anything like enough members who could
catch a ball to constitute a baseball nine. Nor were
there athletic contests of any kind between the
different fraternities. Scholastic contests were unknown."
Informally, the chapter had a lot of fun. Picnics at
the Shades came into popularity just as the decade was
closing, about 1890, and also often the young ladies
were serenaded by groups of the college men. Usually,
the serenadf! was prearranged. Object-food awaiting
on the inside. The Betas were Psi's social rivals in
Crawfordsville as well as on the campus. Parties and
dances began to come in the years around the turn of
the decade. Lack of space in the chapter hall in the
Fisher Block probably prevented more of this than
actually took place.
In 1889, the Phi Gams built their first tennis court,
across from the south end of Center Hall. Tennis came
to be a popular activity-in 1892 there were ten courts
on the campus maintained by "barbs" and the fraternities. There was very little drinking in these days. The
college authorities looked upon saloons as absolutely
forbidden, and pool rooms were not quite so bad, but
certainly not good. Some of Psi's freer spirits took a
drink or played pool now and then, but it was often to
the critical remarks of their brothers in the fraternity.
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Alumni interest in this era was not strong other
than on the part of the Crawfordsviile alumni. True,
there were letters, more than are received today. It
must be remembered that the alumni of the eighties,
first of all, had transportation problems involving time
and method that made visits to the chapter, unless it
was very near th eir hom es, difficult. In addition, the
chapter could offer no accommodations, either bed or
board, and unlike the 20th century alumnus who can
drop in on his chapter and find them togethev in one
spot, the only time that the Fiji grad of the eighties
was sure to find the greater portion of his brothers
was on their meeting night. So alumni visits, outside
of local ones, were infrequent.
Delegates still went enthusiastically to state and national conventions. Indeed, with plenty of enthusiasm!
For usually the chapter paid only a portion, and sometimes a very small portion of the delegate's expenses.
For instance, railroad fare one way would be paid, or
hotel biils, or meals. But in this decade, never all the
expenses were taken care of. The delegate may have
made it up on the "swindle sheet" of his allowed expenses, or he may have dug, willingly or unwillingly,
into his own pocket. Regar8less, this policy seems to
have had little or no adverse effect upon convention
attendance. The Fijis were practically always represented, and if the affair were close at hand, as many
as a half a dozen would be present and playing a prominent part.
Psi more or less dominated the college quartet in
1884, when George W. Benton, '84, Eliot Brown, '85,
and W. C. A. Wallar, '85, were members. When Frank
M. Fox, '89, was initiated, he could fill in when the
other member of the quartet-not a Fiji-was gone,
making it an all-Phi Gam body now and then.
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All in all, the chapter grades were better than average. One cause of this was of course the school's
classical and ministerial character, still a strong influence in the eighties. The Fijis of the time were,
for the most part, serious and earnest young men.
Most were of moderate means, and all seem to have
been liberal in thought, loyal to the fraternity, and
conscientious in their studies. They were a fine group
of men, and they added much to the heritage which
Psi chapter passed on to the men of the nineties.
In this decade, some of the chapter's most outstanding and loyal members were initiated. Among these
were two whose contributions to the fraternity were
and still are among the finest things she has ever received. The first was Wilmer Christian, '92, of Indianapolis, and the second, Clarence Zener, '93. Zener was
to die early in life in 1906 and Christian died in 1923.
Both, in their college careers, and until their deaths,
gave willingly of their time and money and effort to
help better the chapter. Christian was to guide Psi
through some of her worst days in the nineties, and
Zener's efforts for the fraternity place him high among
those who have given much of their time and effort to
Phi Gamma Delta. Christian was for many years national treasurer of Phi Gamma Delta, and Zener, from
1901 until 1905, served as editor of the fraternity
magazine.
Others, as well, who helped make the Psi of the
eighties a better and stronger fraternity were Fred R.
Rosebro, '83, now dead, and his brother, Walter Rosebro, '84. Walter and Fred both were loyal, active, and
earnest Fijis as students, and their enthusiasm dimmed
none after their graduation. In 1891 Walter, then run. ning a Crawfordsville newspaper, helped greatly on the
purchase of the badly needed piano for the chapter by
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giving the town piano dealer free advertising in his
newspaper. When they were near, their visits to the
chapter were frequent, and most welcome.
And two other initiations which brought into the
chapter men who were to serve loyally for many years,
and are still serving, were those of Harry Duckworth,
'92, and Gaylord McCluer, '92. Both are Crawfordsville
business men, and their nearness to the chapter has
enabled them to render valuable assistance in many
ways on many occasions.
Still others who contributed much of their time and
energy to the chapter during college days and in later
years as well, were Harold J. Taylor, '82, and Eben H.
Wolcott, '86, both to serve as trustees of Wabash,
Frank M. Fox, '89, Frank C. Cutter, '93, Asa H. Morton, '82, Walter W. Chipman, '93, George T. Moore,
'94, George W. Benton, '84, Harry R. Boyd, '85, John
W. Nicely, '93, Eliot W. Brown, '85, 1\lorris K. Magner,
'88, J. D. Collett, '86, and Charles L. Pulliam, '87.
And in 1886 came the Scarlet, and how it came is one
of the classic stories of Wabash. Oddly enough, it is
not too well known to some Wabash men.
The Wabash football team had won the state football
championship, and after it had been won, they thought
they had better have a color for the team. First came
an athletic association, and its organization completed,
then came the color. A committee was organized, and
it met underneath a large beech tree in back of old
Center Hall. Word got around that the committee was
in session, and students began to gather. The committee ran through the colors of the rainbow, and finally
got into combinations, and still they had come to no
decision. Suddenly, a high-voiced freshman c~lled out
the suggestion of "skyblue and heliotrope."
And then a strong voice spoke up, with the words ...
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"HELIOTROPE, HELL, WE IV ANT BLOOD!"
So was born the Scarlet of Wabash.
Also in this decade came the first Wabash yell, short,
yet so popular that it endured for ten years. It was:
"Wah! Hoo! Wah!
Wah! Hoo! Wah!
Wah! Hoo! Wah!
Wabash!"
The growth of the fraternities, in popularity and in
size and the interest in athletics and extra-curricular
activities all dealt heavy blows to the school's classical
tradition and the literary societies. The classical tradition was dying-at first slowly, then more quickly in
the early nineties. The demand was beginning to be
felt for men trained in special fields in part at least,
and the abandonment by nearly all the schools in the
country of classical emphasis in their curriculum made
Wabash more or less one of the last outposts of classicism, and a difficult outpost to maintain in the face of
some public criticism, as well as from some students
and alumni.
The student came to know a greater freedom of
thought and action. Fewer and fewer Wabash students
entered the ministry, and more and more became professional men, and business men. The religious fervor
which had characterized the seventies found itself out
of place in the student life of the eighties. True, college rules were still strict, and saloons and pool halls
were still forbidden ground, but the moral judgments
so often passed in previous years by students upon
their fellows had faded probably for the better of all
con·cerned.
And certainly another part of the 1881-1891 decade
at Wabash that should not remain untold is that of the
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freshman-sophomore fights or scraps, or more properly
riots, which took place on the 22nd of February each
year. The "class rush" had developed into a much
looked-to and as equally much participated-in event in
the eighties. The scrap of 1888 attracted wide attention
because of its violence, but the one of 1890 was even
more violent and much more publicized. The object was
to capture the flag or flags of the opposing class, and
broken heads, bloody noses, and even broken arms and
legs were results suffered. Dr. Tuttle, while attempting
to halt the melee in 1890, was unintentionally injured.
The scrap got nation-wide attention, because of Dr.
Tuttle's injuries, and also the serious injuries of so
many students.
Another famous story told of the class scraps is when
Fiji Lew Wallace, in an rffort to dislodge from the
roof of a building some of the light's participants, ordered out the fire company and told them to turn the
hose on the students perched on the building: But the
general didn't laugh last. A student dashed into a nearby hardware store, got an axe and cut the hose, drenching Wallace. After 1890, the scraps decreased in violence.
The most popular sports of the eighties were football, baseball, and tennis. A rude sort of fooball had
been played in the seventies, with any number of men
on a side. You kicked or butted or batted the ball
towards a goal. What rules there were you made yourself. And there were few made. In the eighties organized football came into its own. In 1886 Wabash won
the state football championship, and on that team were
the two Fijis who were to start a long line of Phi
Gam athletic "greats" at Wabash. Edward J. Lloyd,
'90, and Morris K. Magner, '88, were center and an
end respectively on that team. And even previous to
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Magner and Lloyd, George W. Benton, '84, and Harold
Taylor, '82, had been football stars of the early eighties.
On the 1889 Wabash baseball team, state champions,
Harry Duckworth, '92, and Gaylord McCluer, of the
same class, were Phi Gamma Delta's representatives.
There were charges of professionalism in the early
nineties, particularly on the baseball teams. Politics
filtered into football and baseball as well as into campus
elections. For instance, the Phi Gams would permit a
Sigma Chi to play third base, if a Phi Gam could in
turn play left field. The baseball team and the football
team had only one or two extra men. Equipment was
so scarce that few teams had many scruples when it
came to acquiring it. Wabash, it is reported, got its
first chest protector for the baseball team by stealing
it from the Purdue team.
And one college prank which should not go unmentioned, not especially because of its subject but more
because of its frequency, was the periodic burning of
a large wooden outhouse which stood on the campus
south of old South Hall. The college authorities never
seemed to raise a great row about it; they always patiently rebuilt the structure, only to have it go up in
flames again in the future. Commencement was the
biggest event of the year in the eighties, and probably
more than one Wabash senior heaved a sigh of relief in
1890 when he learned that the years old custom of
having each senior deliver an oration at commencement
had been abandoned.
The college itself was growing, too. In 1883 a boiler
house was built back of Peck Hall, and the Steam Age,
with its benefits of central heating, came to Wabash
College. In 1890, Yandes Library was completed and
put into service. Some of the Wabash professors of the
decade that Fijis of the eighties will recall are Jacob
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Norris, and the internationally famous botantist, John
M. Coulter, who were Fijis. Other professors were
Henry Z. McLain, Henry R. Thomas, John L. Campbell,
Arthur B. Milford, and James H. Osborne.
The college magazine articles of the eighties were
frequent in their urgings that the student be allowed
greater freedom, and also, that the curriculum be
broadened and the requirements in classicism lightened.
Also in the early eighties once again the question of
coeducation was raised at Wabash, and once again successfully resisted, although the resistance was met with
a great deal more opposition than the petitioners of a
previous attempt had been able to muster. The idea
that women deserved to be educated with men was
growing, but the Wabash trustees sidetracked the
measure once again.
The Wabash student of the eighties was still supposed to be socially and morally responsible to a high
degree, a youthful responsibility often likened to that
of a citizen in the community. In Ju'ne, 1890, the
Ouiatenon, the first college yearbook, made its appearance. (The Wabash magazine had been a publication
which was issued at intervals throughout the year, and
was not a yearbook.) By 1891, the close of the decade
described in this history of Psi, extra-curricular activities had taken a firm hold at Wabash. The literary
societies still held on, but with not the old strength of
twenty years before, or even ten. There were football,
baseball, and track teams. There was an Association of
Wabash Wheelmen, and an interfraternity tennis club.
There was an orchestra, a glee club, and alumni and
oratorical organizations. The decade of 1881-1891 had
seen the establishment of only one fraternity at Wabash, that being Alpha Theta Pi, a "local," which was
established in 1890. Fraternity membership, consider83
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ing the number of men in the college, was high. In
1891, eighty-six men out of a total of 139 of college
grade were members of the fraternities.
The Wabash Fijis of the decade 1881-1891 saw their
college slowly changing its character, and though they
probably realized it little, their views, their outlooks,
and their desires regarding both classroom and outof-classroom activities were also changing. They had
gained a freedom never known before to Wabash students. They were neither always serious, nor always
carefree. There was a median; some strayed to left or
right, to liberal or conservative conduct regarding the
period, but most stayed close to the line. With possibly
the exception of a single year, it was an easy and a
quiet and stable decade in the life of the chapter. Its
entire ten years saw the initiation of only about forty
men. Its growth was slow, but steady. lt never mushroomed, and only once faded perceptibly. The chapter
naturally reflected the easy spirit of the times. It was
solid, conservative, and respectable. It moved slowly
and with dignity, enjoying a healthy decade.

84

Chapter V

Life Gro\vs Lighter
The decade of 1891-1901 was to bring to Wabash
men a more enjoyable student life than any previous
decade had ever seen. The classical influence was dying,
but more in the student's mind and thoughts than in his
actual course of study at the college. The old classical
courses were slightly lessened, but other colleges and
universities were dropping the classical so quickly that
Wabash came to be known as one of the most classical
colleges in the country. It was criticized at times for
being too much given to the virtues of the language
and literature of Rome and Greece.
The student, though, had thrown off the influence of
the literary society to such an extent that both Lyceum
and Calliopean died out completely in 1891, were feebly
revived in 1894, and died again after a short whil e.
Literary exercises in the chapter were rare, and athletics, dancing, and extra-curricular activities were
blending to make the Wabash student of the nineties
a gayer soul than his predecessors. Football and baseball were coming into their own, the high proportion
of ministerial students was dropping, and the student's
mind turned more each year away from the academic
to the athletic, the informal, and the social side of
going to college. So, at least in his own mind, the
student of 1891-1901 at Wabash dismissed the classical,
and looked instead to lighter things, even if his courses
at Wabash still smacked too strongly for him of C:esar
and Homer, and their fellows.
Dr. Tuttle, growing old as gracefully and delightfully
as any man might hope to, gave up the presidency in
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1892 after thirty years of service, and settled down in
Crawfordsville to live out his remaining years. To take
his place came George S. Burroughs, who was to be
president of the college until 1899. Dr. Burroughs
found a Wabash, physically at least, much the same as it
had been for many years. The old red post and rail
fence still ran around the campus, and grass still grew
high in places-too high to make it an altogether tidy
campus. The campus walks were still excellent material
for student editorials, and two hundred and thirty-odd
students made up the enrollment of Wabash. Tennis
courts, the property of both fraternities and "barbs,"
were on the campus, and the college library, housed in
new Yandes Hall, totaled 30,000 volumes. Beautiful and
tall trees-walnuts, oaks, hickories, sycamores, and
maples were there to add to the atmosphere of Wabash.
Between 1891 and 1899 there was again much talk
of making Wabash a coeducational school, but a portion
of the trustees-the largest portion-opposed the move,
and in spite of criticism from many quarters, spiked
forever the possibility of a coeducational Wabash. The
subject has never since been seriously considered. During the first part of the Burroughs administration
there was a great deal of student protest about the
amount of work necessary to make decent grades, but
the students seem to have taken 'studies in stride, and
the quality of work done at the college in this decade
was high. There were some, of course, who never did
a great deal of work in order to get along, but most
dropped out after two or three years, and those who
graduated more often than not had earned their diploma. The fact that so many of the same courses
were required of each man in the various classes tended
to hold the classes together more in that day, and large
scale events, whether in the form of a prank or college86

LIFE GROWS LIGHTER
sanctioned, were usually carried out by classes. The
Wabash man of the nineties was loyal to his class, as
well as his fraternity. There was no college work done
on Saturday, and most of the Wabash courses were
four hour courses.
In 1894, John M. Coulter, who had come as a Fiji
from Tau to take part in Psi's activities in his college
days, left the college to become president of Indiana
University. Robert M. King, professor of French and
German, and Hugh M. Kingery, professor of Latin and
grandfather of Brother Dick Kingery, a member of the
Class of '44, had joined the already splendid Wabash
faculty in the early years of the decade. And other
professors of the time to be remembered are Charles
Tuttle, Mason B. Thomas, Duane Studley, William
Emory, and Donaldson Bodine, the latter one of the
most popular figures the college ever knew. In 1900
"Craggy," J. A. Cragwall, came as professor of math,
to stay for more than thirty years. In 1901 James B.
Garner came as professor of chemistry. There were
others, of course, that this generation of Wabash
Fijis went to school to . It was a great faculty--one of
the finest the college had ever gathered.
The first three years of Dr. Burroughs at the college
were in most ways successful years, but the last four
years were to be anything but that. Enrollment began
to fall. There was public discontent against the college,
for the reason that it refused to adopt coeducation, and
also because of the fact that high school graduates who
were lacking in Latin and Greek could not enter Wabash
without first taking preparatory work. State universities were growing and wealthy men found themselves
little disposed to aid a school which held to unusually
high entrance requirements and refused as well to
adopt coeducation.
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Student resentment and discontent grew, one chief
grievance being the banning of football in the years
1897, '98, and '99. And against the student of the last
years of the Burroughs administration was brought
the charge of immorality, which meant, in so many
words, drinking. There was drinking-how much is
difficult .to say. An organization called th·e "Red Dragon" existed, composed of drinking men in the college,
and it counted among its members some of Psi's men.
There was frequent discipline meted out for drinking
episodes, and Dr. Burroughs was at outs, as well, with
the fraternities over alleged "certain practices" at
dances. Nothing ever seems to have come of the latter,
in Psi's case, at least. The chapter never stopped its
dances . This and drinkin g seem to have been the only
things about the fraternities which ever worried the
faculty and administrati on of the college in the nineties.
Class fightin g declined a little from some of the violent
melees of the last years of the Tuttle admini stration,
but was to break out ag::in in not many years to come.
In 1899, the entire freshman class was suspended for
the application of a coat of bright red paint to the
chapel. In the years '97-'00, when football was banned,
the Glee Club filled the gap in student interest. There
had for years been a Glee Club, but this became more
polished and better than any other had ever been, and
accompanied by the college Mandolin Club, made tripe
during Christmas and spring vacation. It sang well,
and it covered a great deal of territory, and helped
advertise the college no little bit. Other student extracurricular activities helped make college life more interesting. The publishing of a yearbook by the junior
class took hold in the nineties, and each year the publications became better. The Wabash became a monthly
in 1892, and grew to contain more news, and less lit88
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erary effort. In 1898, a literary society called the Irving
was founded, and in 1900 changed its name to Calliopean in an attempt to carry on the tradition of the once
powerful student organization. It was still costing little
to go to school, gauged against today's costs. Tuition
and "incidentals" came to thirteen dollars for each of
the college's three terms.
Football and baseball occupied the athletic scene together until 1897, when football was banned, and baseball carried on alone until 1900, when football once
again came back. The college athletic field was closed
in with a high board fence in 1893, and nearby residents thought it so ugly that they dubbed it Philistine
Field, and it bore that name for many years. When
baseball increased in popularity in the late nineties,
"riP6ers" and semi-pros were often players on the
·v~.rabash t eams.
Each spring semester would see in
class some young men, or rather young, who would
attend classes spasmodically and rarely, if ever, recite.
And afternoon would find these same young men on the
baseball field hard at practice. At or near the end of
the season, they would be declared "out" of college, to
no one's surprise. These "pros," too, came in for invective at the hands of the college editorial writers.
In June, 1899, Dr. Burroughs resigned as president
of the college, and to take his place came Dr. William
P. Kane, who was inaugurated on February 22, 1900.
At this event, all Wabash men heard a new song played
and sung for the first time. They liked it, and so did
all of the students. It was played again and again at
the Pan-Hellenic dance that year, and all students
learned the words, as they have since for over forty
years. Edwin M. Robinson and Carroll Ragan had
written a great college song, "Old Wabash."
Dr. Kane was a man to get things done. He restored
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football in the fall of 1900, to the great delight of the
student body, and in another way branched out athletically, making gym compulsory. The old armory,
where Colonel Henry B. Carrington had drilled his
unimpressed students, was made into a gym, and a
makeshift one at best. The gym had crude tin shower
baths, and if you wanted hot water, you heated it on a
stove. Another of his policies was to clamp down on
class fighting, class discipline and attendance. The
student of 1900 and 1901 knew that Dr. Kane meant
business, for he backed up his new rules with action.
In a scholastic way, he also took action which possibly should have been taken years before. In 1900,
the B. S. degree was abandoned at Wabash, and the
curriculum revised so that a hi gh school graduate could
enter the college without langua ge, take it while he was
there, and still have the hours which he earned go
towards credit on his A. B. degree. And in the winter
of 1900-01, measures were carried out which were to
spell finish for classicism at ·wabash, and add fire to
the faculty "feud" between the classicists and the
scientists. With these scholastic changes, which opened
the doors of Wabash to the graduate of any recognized
high school, the restoration of football, and the eliminatin of a good part of the classical, Wabash began
an era of prosperity which was to carry her to a high
point in her career.
A home for the president was built in 1900-01, and
Wabash students of the last twenty years have known
it as the Sigma Chi house. In 1901, one of the older of
the Wabash fraternities withdrew after 29 years of
existence, Phi Kappa Psi leaving the campus. And
also in 1901 Dr. Tuttle died, thirty-nine years after he
had come to Wabash. Since his retirement in 1892,
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he had lived on near the college, often walking on the
campus and in the town, and visiting chapel often. His
long white beard and his erect figure, with his reputation as scholar and prominent citizen, made him probably the best known and most highly respected citizen
of the town. It was true, as Psi's minutes spoke of Dr.
Tuttle's death-"a sad day indeed."
As Psi swung into the 1891-1901 decade in her life,
now a quarter of a century old, the hall at Main and
Green was too small in many ways. And besides, dancing was becoming popular with the Wabash student of
the nineties, and the old hall, which the chapter had
occupied since 1875, was really too small for dancing.
In 1892, Clarence · Zener made the first suggestion of a
chapter house, but evidently a larger hall was more
feasible than a house, for ten years were to pass before
Psi's first chapter house was occupied. In 1892, the
chapter issued its first report, forerunner of a regular
chapter publication. And the brothers were growing
proud of their hall furnishings-they insured them for
$400 in 1892.
And finally, in the late spring of '93, after more than
year of discussion, the chapter moved to larger quarters on the third floor of the Campbell Block, still standing on the southeast corner of l\iain and Washington
streets. The move was with opposition, though, for a
few of the chapter's members looked none too kindly
on dancing-the Victorian influences of the eighties
still hanging on. But the move was made, and the new
hall was a vastly better one. There were three rooms
in the hall, one for dancing, parties, and general loafing,
one for a chapter room, and one a sort of cloak room.
There was a billiard table, a piano, plush curtains, a
red light over the billiard table, chairs, a bookcase, and
I
wall benches. It was one of the best fraternity halls in

a

91

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH

the college, and Psi's men could be justly proud. And
here the chapter was to stay-and center its activities
for nine years, and a portion of them for eleven.
Chapter meetings were regular, well conducted, and
serious. Literary exercises were tried on a few occasions, and achieved a partial measure of success late in
the decade, but they were never very seriously regarded.
Section conventions, national conventions, and other
Phi Gam functions outside of the chapter were always
well attended by Psi's members. There was still, naturally, a great deal of discussion about' new members,
though it seems to have stayed away from the wearisome proportions it approached in the seventies and a
part of the eighties. Chapter officers were still elected
regularly in the spring of each year, and took their
duties very seriously indeed. The influence of Wilmer
Christian, '92, and Clarence Zener, '93, helped make
the first two years of the decade strong ones. :Meeting
times varied, as did meet ing nights, though Friday or
Saturday was likely to be the night chosen. Chapter
meetings were opened with a prayer, and sometimes a
reading of scripture. Criticisms never flagged, and
were for the most part constructive.
The initiation fee was raised from five to seven
dollars and a half, and again to ten dollars. A pledge
fee of two dollars was adopted in 1899, and a period of
pledgeship was observed, though it varied in time for
different men.
Petitions for chapters were discussed, and as early
as 1891 the chapter approved a Purdue petition, but
other chapters in the nation voted the petition down,
and Purdue was to be without a Phi Gamma Delta
chapter for eleven more years. Chapter pictures were
taken yearly, and a "house job," as such then, consisted
of appointing various men to keep the hall clean. Un92
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like the previous decade, they did not receive anything
for it, but everybody took turns in keeping the hall
clean. Sweeping the floor involved this :-putting a
drape on the floor, a broom on top of the drape, a man
on the broom, another pulling with the handle, and the
floor was swept and polished! The retiring chapter
officers always made reports as to the condition of their
office. Letters from a few of the founders were still
received, and in Crawfordsville, H. H. Ristine, '69, a
founder, and Ben Crane, '73, 'Yere frequent and welcome visitors to the chapter hall. Alumni relations were
good, considering the travel facilities and accommodations. Crawfordsville alumni bore the brunt of this
activity. The election of delegates or a delegate to the
Pan-Hellenic council was a yearly task after 1893, when
the Pan-Hellenic dance was started. The initiation of
several professors was also discussed in this decade, but
no definite action was ever taken.
Psi's Greek. neighbors in this decade all had downtown halls. The Sigma Chis were in the Fisher Block
until 1895, when the chapter became inactive. The Phi
Psi's had rooms over the Citizen's National Bank
Building-which rooms were later occupied by the
Delts. The Phi Delts stayed in the Fisher Block, the
Kappa Sigs had rooms in the Music Hall, now the
Strand Theater, and the Betas were across the street
from Psi, in the building on the northwest corner of
Main and Washington. In rushing, the old values came
to be less considered, though not forgotten. Scholarship
and morality were all very well and proper, but some
money, taste in clothes, good manners and a not-tooserious attitude came to weigh more heavily than before. A purple ribbon was pinned on a man's coat
when he consented to join the Fiji clan, and all incoming trains were met by the chapter, in the fall and
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spring, while rushing. Pins were jeweled to the condition of the owner's pocketbook. In the last years of
the Burroughs administration, the fall in the college's
enrollment caused a drop in the number of members
in each of the Wabash fraternities, and some were
down to a membership of two or three men. Psi seems
to have fared well in this respect, for in '99-'00 the
chapter dropped to only nine men, not a great deal below normal.
Initiations were not rough in any way. There was
some hazing, though not a great deal, but none of it was
in any way connected with the formal initiation ceremony. Rushees would be shown the sights of the town
in one of I'vlcFarland's horse cabs. Prep students were
initiated as long as the prep department existed.
In 1895, the second of what have been termed (1894
and 1895) "wild years" for the chapter, Psi came close
to losing her charter, and a real history of the chapter
must tell the story. In the fall of 1895 some of Psi's
members who were in the "Red Dragon," the drinking
body, while supposedly inebriated, had the poor taste
to throw rocks against the wall of the house of a professor while his wife was having a baby. The net result
was that several of the Fijis left school. Those remaining were regarded with a critical eye by the faculty, and as well by the national offices of the fraternity.
Wilmer Christian, '92, helped plead the case of t~e
chapter, though, and Psi managed to keep her charter.
Aaron B. Hallock and Frances Chrisney, out of schopl
in the year 1895-96, both came back in the fall of '96
and led the chapter back to its place in the dual suns
of respect of both the national fraternity and the college authorities. Wilmer Christian kept a watchful eye
from nearby Indianapolis, and hard work at pledging
brought in many good men, and the charter was saved.
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Hallock, Chrisney, and Christian had done a fine piece
of work, and a hard piece. It was the most precarious
position the chapter was ever in.
All the members of the chapter had a key to the
hall. The boys depended heavily in many cases upon
the advice and help of Crawfordsville alumni, and that
of Bros. Zener and Christian, who were practically
members of the active chapter even after their graduation. The impressions the fraternity made were lasting. This is amply borne out by the letters which have
been received from men who were in school in this
decade, and as well by the alumni activity of many of
the decade's figures in chapter affairs ever since. The
Betas were then, as before and now, Psi's chief rivals.
Dues were collected more regularly than they had been
in previous years. With the exception of the trouble
in the fall ·Of '95, Psi stayed on good terms with the
Grand Chapter, and with the other chapters of the
fraternity.
Informally, the chapter had more fun and did more
things-two or threefold-than any Fijis of a previous
year. Dancing was the main informal social function,
and with the new hall, monthly dances came off as regularly as the proverbial clockwork. There lived in
Crawfordsville a blind piano player by the name of
Eddie Brandekamp, and the town mail carrier, Scottie,
was a "mean man" on the drums. Eddie and Scottie
were the orchestra-five dollars for the evening. Ten
or twelve couples usually made a dance, each of the
brothers paying out fifty cents for the music, the
dance being held, except on rare occasions, in the
chapter hall. After the dance, you probably would go
down to Reimann's Restaurant, where Winterrowd's
Auto Supply Store now is, and have some eats with
your date. The Pan, started in '93, came to be the
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biggest social event of the year for Wabash men, much
as it is now. Now and then, two or three members of
each of three fraternities would "team" to hold a dance.
And your date came-with rare exceptions-from
Crawfordsville. "Imports" were practically unknown,
and many of the young girls of the town attended a
large number of dances each year, and got to be very
good dancers. Some were more drawn to one fraternity
than another, and would come to be known as Phi
Gam girls, or Beta girls, or Phi Delt girls. Benjamin
Crane and his wife were among the chaperones at
these hall dances.
On Sunday afternoons, the town's young ladies would
be "at home," and the fraternity men would go calling,
and if they made time, they could visit five or six girls
in a single afternoon. There were rides about town,
when it was too far to walk, in one of l\IcFarland's
cabs with your girl, and rides in the country, and to
the Shades, in a livery stable rig. There were hikes and
picnics, and now and again receptions held by one of
the town's citizens for some of the college students. By
themselves, or with their fellows, the Fijis found a
great deal to amuse them. They played pool, or loafed
in Kid Gilbert's Tailor Shop, on l\Iain street, and once
in a while they went through a saloon's doors for a
glass of beer or a "shot." In bad weather, the YMCA,
which stood just west of the bus station of today, was
a student center of activity, with cards, chess, bowling
and great stacks of magazines attracting students. In
good weather, there was hunting and fishing, and swimming and hiking. There were stag parties with Zeta
and Lambda, and there were theater parties at Mace
Townsley's l\1usic Hall, no~ the Strand to Wabash
students. In their own chap!er hall, the brothers could
play billiards, or talk, or have a "feed" on short notice.
96

LIFE GROWS LIGHTER

Fraternity songs were rarely sung. There was singing,
but usually only the popular songs of the day found expression in the Fiji's lair. There was some chapter
hazing, but not a great deal. And sometimes for amusement, the brothers could always get out the Beta ritual,
"procured" some thirty-odd years before by Psi's
founders, and read it over. It was in the chapter
papers in those days, carefully guarded. And on nights
when there was no dance, you might go to Reimann's
Restaurant in an R month, and have an oyster supper
after chapter meeting.
Many of the brothers of the latter part of the
decade lived in a boarding house on Walnut street, just
south of the Big Four RR tracks. Class fighting
dropped a bit in the nineties. The Phi Gams noticed
with disgust when a campus fraternity "lifted" men
from another fraternity, but stayed clear and "clean"
on the charge themselves.
It is always hard to place and state definitely who
were the chapter's outstanding men during any given
decade. Clarence Zener, '93, and Wilmer Christian,
'92, the former whose influence as an active member
extended only two years into the '91-'01 decade, and
the latter only a ~·ear, were nevertheless outstanding
Fijis of the period. For their work in 1896, in really
saving the chapter's charter, Francis Chrisney, '98,
and Aaron Burtis Hallock, '98, should receive the lion's
share of praise for service to Psi in the last decade of
her life before the 20th century made its bow. And
there were many others. Clifford V. Peterson, '00,
James Ray Thomas, '01, and Robert H. "Count" Tinsley, '02, were three whose influence was and still is a
great one on the life of the chapter. E. E. (Ned)
Ames, '03, lent his willing spirit to making Psi a better
fraternity, even though his influence in the '91-'01
97

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH
decade was for but a year; however, in the next four
decades, and still today, E. E. Ames works, and works
hard, for Psi chapter. Prier B. Wright, '01, George
T. Moore, '94, John W. Nicely, '93, John McKee, '94,
George C. Hench and John Detchon, '97; all these were
loyal Fijis as undergraduates, and were and are today,
years after their collegiate careers at Wabash. And to
close, some more who made the "gay nineties" a fine
period in the chapter's life were Edward D. Scott, '01,
Henry C. Hall, '95, and Samuel Dague, '96. The chapter never grew very large in any year. Forty-five men
were initiated in this decade.
Of the period, its chief virtue was that it brought
a more enjoyable student life to the student of the
time, and it ended a classical influence that had, for the
time, lingered a bit too long at Wabash and dominated
a little too strongly the student's life. In the fraternity,
values had changed a bit. It had become more of a
friendly and a sociable body, and it was less given to
the preparing for the cares of life of its members. As
Osborne and Gronert have stated in "The First 100
Years," the old values of mental and moral competence
were not lost sight of completely, but they did lose
ground. There was no appreciable lessening in the
seriousness with which fraternity affairs were taken,
but outside of formal chapter functions, there was a
definite lessening in the influence of the college curriculum and rules. The Fiji of the nineties was a
gayer, lighter fellow to know, and while he never ran
too far to the left with his new-found freedom, he
stayed far enough away from the right to make him a
person with some very fine ideas. The rising liberal
attitude in the college and in the nation helped condition and make better the life of the chapter in many
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ways. Those who joined Psi in this decade breathed
and lived in a freer and less serious atmosphere.
Times were changing, and the chapter kept pace with
the times in admirable fashion. It began to develop,
against the coming time when it would need them
most, a strong body of loyal alumni, and it took care
to build itself slowly and wisely. These were good
years for the Phi Gams, these years of the nineties.

99

Chapter VI

The Golden Decade
The chapter house that had first been suggested in
1892 by Clarence Zener, and talked of for ten years,
became a reality in the spring of 1902, when Psi purchased the old Van Sickle home at 207 South Grant
avenue. Old 207! Psi had bought and was soon to occupy the first fraternity house that the Wabash campus
had ever seen. On l\1arch 12, 1902, Benjamin Crane,
'73, John T. Detchon, '97, Gaylord S. McCluer, '92,
Hosea H. Ristine, '69, and Clarence Zener, '93, met
together in Crawfordsville to incorporate "The Wabash
College Phi Gamma Delta Association," having arranged for the purchase on that day of the property
at 207 South Grant, then occupied by a l\Irs. Lee.
Others who had been active in the arrangements for
purchase were Eben H. Wolcott, '86, Harry Duckworth,
'92, and Wilmer Christian, '92. The house had cost
$4000 and five hundred dollars was spent for furniture
and the like.
Certainly a few words are in order here regarding
the Wabash College Phi Gamma Delta Association. Organized in 1902 when the house at 207 was purchased,
this unusual and unique organization is still an integral
part of the fraternity today after almost forty years
of continuous and extremely useful existence.
All alumni of the chapter are members of the Association, which is managed by five trustees who are self
perpetuating; they elect their own successors. All Wabash Fijis who have returned to Crawfordsville and
the house at commencement time have sat in on the
meetings of this organization, held annually in June.
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All matters pertaining to the management, successful
operation, and efficiency of the chapter are aired, discussed, and decisions are reached, in part at this annual
meeting, and at other times as well by the five trustees
charged with the operation of the Association.
For the past several years the trustees of the body
have been E. E. Ames, '03, Ray D. Brown, '08, Pierre
F. Goodrich, '16, Paul Hurt, Sr., '09, and John P. Collett, '24. These trustees elect officers of the Association,
and also for the last few years these .officers ·have been
E. E. Ames, president, Ray Brown, vice-president,
Pierre Goodrich, secretary, and John P. Collett, treasurer. Ned Ames has held the post of president for
many years, and his leadership in fraternity affairs
cannot be too heavily emphasized in a history of Psi
chapter. As well; the careful guardianship of Psi's
financial strength by John Collett has saved the chapter many a mistake, and has placed it in an enviable
financial position today.
The quiet, modest, unselfish, and yet all-important
work of the Wabash Phi Gamma Delta Association has
given to the chapter through almost forty years wise,
loyal and truly able leadership. A great debt is owed
for problems solved, for mistakes averted, for service
rendered in a thousand ways, rendered wiilingly and
freely. The alumni and active members of Psi owe the
highly successful operation and maintenance of their
chapter in greatest part, if not wholly, to the work of
the men who have made up this body.
Located a short half block from the campus, the
house at 207 was to be to Psi an enviably pleasant
home for two decades of Fijis. It stiii stands, though
greatly remodeled since the days when the Fijis occupied it. It was a large house, with six bedrooms, four
upstairs, and two downstairs, a parlor, a kitchen, a
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living room, a hailway, and a library. In later years,
when meals were served in the house, the largest downstairs bedroom was turned into a dining room. And in
the parlor burned the famous grate fire, to be the center of twenty years of bull sessions, the target of countless cigarette butts and equally countless "quids," to
warm the bodies and open the minds of many men of
Psi. It rapidly became the most-lived-in room of the
house.
The furniture was plain. Later in the decade, some
of the men in the chapter were to build additional furniture, of the Mission type, for the house. Old 207 was
in all ways a completely livable dwelling, and completely lived in for all the years that the Phi Gams
owned it. Fourteen men was about its capacity, and it
never held a great many more. When the Fijis moved
in, there were shouts of derision from the other fraternities, shouts of alarm from the neighbors on the
north and south of the newly purchased chapter house,
and mild wonder on the part of alumni, college faculty
and townspeople if a bunch of college boys could live
together peaceably, inexpensively, and satisfactorily.
But do it the Fijis did, and with a vengeance. They
gave a reception in their first fall there for alumni and
neighbors, they drew up rules of conduct for their new
house, and they followed them to the letter, or as college boys might, almost to the letter. But that is beside the point-they followed them well enough to receive at the end of the year compliments from faculty,
alumni and neighbors all, and to have so much pleasure
out of a house, 2-nd further, to do so well in rushing,
partly because of the house, that it didn't take the
other fraternities too long after that to speedily hunt
themselves chapter houses ere they were lost in the
dust that Psi was making in setting a fraternity prece102
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dent at Wabash, and in getting so many benefits out of
a wonderfully pleasant life together in their own home.
It was a great step to take, and to those alumni who
took it, and to those men who made the first year of
occupancy show that it could be done, Psi owes much.
There was one, and possibly only one, drawback to
the house. It made the students a little less ·familiar
with the citizens of Crawfordsville, for now there was
a place to spend the evenings together with your brothers, and you were less apt to call on l\Ir. Somebody's
daughter, or to meet the citizens here or there. The
chapter kept the hall in the Campbell block, though,
for 207 contained no really adequate place for a chapter room. Dances and chapter meetings were still held
in the hall until 1904, when the brothers gave it up to
center their activities in 207.
These were well-filled days in the lives of Psi's members of the time. There was a sort of renaissance in
the college, scholastically and athletically, and there
was as well going on the famous Wabash faculty division, between those on one side who favored keeping
the school's classical emphasis as heavy as ever, and
those on the other who favored, and eventually won,
their point of a broadened curriculum, a lessening in
the classical work, and a more adequate preparation
for students entering business and professional fields.
\<\Thole fraternities came to be counted on the side of
this faction or that, but it is not recorded how Psi's
members of the time stood on the question.
And here should be told the story of the part that
Wabash Phi Gamma Deltas, and one in particular,
played in the establishment of Lambda Iota chapter
of Phi Gamma Delta at Purdue University. The whole
story goes back to various conversations in the few
years previous to 1901 between Ray Thomas, '01, and
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John Detchon, '97, of Psi. Detchon had told Thomas
again and again that there were few things in life he
would rather do than to found, or help found, a chapter
of the fraternity. And so in 1901, when Ray Thomas
entered Purdue after his graduation from Wabash,
that was one of the thoughts in his mind. He ate at a
boarding club in Purdue, and became acquainted with
a group of men called the Jolly Friars, who had, they
and their predecessors, for years tried to get approval
of a Phi Gamma Delta chapter at Purdue. But for
various reasons they never got it, and when Thomas'
black diamond met their eyes, they saw their hopes
kindled anew.
So Ray joined the Jolly Friars, and a few weeks
later another Fiji found the group, William C. Campbell, '00, Union. Together, they talked of a Phi Gamma
Delta chapter at Purdue, and enlisted the aid of Clarence Zener, '93, Wilmer Christian, '92, and Clifford
Peterson, '00, all of Wabash, in the plan for a chapter.
Christian, national treasurer of the fraternity and
also an Archon, threw his influence with prominent
Fijis into the cause. Zener, then editor of THE PHI
GAMMA DELTA, plugged the cause of the Jolly Friars
in the columns of the fraternity magazine. And Peterson, traveling in the east that fall for the magazine,
assured every Phi Gam chapter that he visited that the
prospective Fijis at Purdue were a fine group of gentlemen, and were not (for which reason the eastern
chapters of the fraternity had blocked the Purdue
petition for years) a bunch of farmer boys from the
cornfields of the middle west, or a bunch of broadshouldered boilermakers. But all was not well in Lafayette, for Thomas and Campbell had decided that
about six of the J oily Friars were not Fiji rna terial.
So they let the organization die, purposely, and formed
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a new organization, Pi Upsilon-formed against the
rules of the Purdue faculty, then opposed to further
fraternity extension at the school. Told to disband, Pi
Upsilon never assented, and held secret meetings.
Stanley Coulter, a Beta, and brother of Fiji John M.
Coulter, was then dean of Purdue, and was sympathetic with the plans of Pi Upsilon for a Fiji chapter.
To further tT1eir cause with the other chapters of the
fraternity, an elaborate prospectus, with endorsements,
pictures and facts about the members of Pi Upsilon,
was gotten up and mailed to all the Phi Gamma Delta
chap£ers. Sanction of the three nearest chapters of the
fraternity, Psi, Chi Iota at Illinois, and Lambda at
Depauw, was easily gotten. Peterson had done his
work well in the east, and had dispelled the prejudice
against granting a charter to a non-classical school.
On May 30, 1902, Wilmer Christian wired Ray Thomas
that the charter had been granted. Thomas immediately called Dean Coulter, and told him that regardless
of faculty action, Pi Upsilon meant to become a chapter
of Phi Gamma Delta. Coulter in turn called the president of Purdue, and in a faculty meeting held that
evening, approval was granted. So thanks to Psi's
Ray Thomas, Clifford Peterson, Wilmer Christian, and
Clarence Zener, and Union's William Campbell, Lambda
Iota of Phi Gamma Delta is today one of the fraternity's finest chapters.
The chapter went on into the 1901-11 decade, proud
of its new house, and with a serious eye for business,
as well as a wide eye for fun and pleasure. In 1903,
Hoosier Meredith Nicholson, nationally famous author
and later to win additional honors as a diplomat, was
initiated into the chapter. Nicholson, the chapter minutes recorded, " . . . is a good scout and carries cigarettes ... " He has since kept in close touch with Psi
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and the fraternity, and has presented the chapter with
autographed copi es of many of his books. He is another of Psi's galaxy of nati onally famous political and
literary fi gures.
Officers were elected each year in 1\Iay, as before, and
chapter business was on a very serious plane. 1\Ieetings
on week nights began to come, although the night was
varied from year to year, but the Friday and the Saturday night meetings were rare now. In 1900, A. H.
Brown, '03, was initiated, the son of founder Edmund
R. Brown, and in 1903, Henry C. Ristine, '08, the son
of founder H. H. Ristine, also became a member of the
chapter. Fraternity pictures-yes! They were t aken
regularly, and preserved more carefully than they had
been. Attendance at fraternity functions, state and
national, was very good. The del egates always made a
report if the event had been mostly a business affair,
and interest ran high in the affairs of the fraternity.
There was much discussion of new chapters; among the
more-often discussed was the possibility of a chapter
at Rose Poly. Psi never seemed more than lukewarm to
the idea, though, and never once gave its assent for
the chapter. The first regular chapter publication,
"The Fiji," made its appearance in 1906.
Pledging was now confined almost entirely to the
fall. Incoming trains were met. For the first time, in
1909, a car was used in rush. Fijis mixed with their
fraternal rivals in trying to shuttle a prospect out of
the station before rivals could get to him. Rushing
became better planned, and more important, and rush
weekends made their appearance in this decade. Pledge
pins were used, then dropped. Purple ribbons usually
served as pledge insignia. A pledge class numbered from
eight to ten men, and a pledge was initiated a short time
after he had agreed to align himself with the Phi Gams.
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Three weeks, sometimes four or five, and at the most,
six weeks passed before initiation. Chapter robes came
into use in 1908. Immediately before initiation, there
was hazing in Crawford's Woods. Then the chapter
went back to the house, and if the candidate were able,
initiated him or them, as the case was. The chapter
transacted a great deal of business in its meetingsfor one thing the care of the house had made the Fijis
a busier lot than formerly, and also, the chapter was
now a little larger. Grades began to improve and rose
to a high point for the decade in 1908, when the chapter had four Phi Beta Kappas. Again in 1910, Psi
won scholastic distinction when Jake Schramm, '10,
won Phi Beta Kappa honors, and in addition, graduated
with the highest average that any man in the college
had made for twenty years, and to top it off, completed
his course in three years. The chapter bought him his
Phi Beta Kappa key.
Meetings were well attended. In fact, missing a meeting if you were in Crawfordsville and really able to
come was very serious business. Chapter officers were
never revealed on the campus. Only Psi's members
knew who led the chapter. "Count" Tinsley, '02, Ned
Ames, '03, Cliff Peterson, '00, Harry Duckworth, '92,
Ray Thomas, '01, Gaylord McCluer, '92, Ben Crane, '73,
and H. H. Ristine, '69, were some of the Crawfordsville
alumni who were a constant help to the chapter,
financially, morally, and in a hundred ways. Zener and
Christian, loyal as always, were · frequent visitors and
advisors, always welcome. In 1907, when the college
was seventy-five years old, founders Thomas Patterson,
Hosea Ristine and Joel W. Hiatt were on hand. And
another visitor at the chapter house, welcome as any,
was Thomas Riley Marshall, '73, from 1908 until 1912
governor of Indiana, and in 1912 and 1916 to be vice107
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president of the United States. Tom would sit and tell
the boys stories, as only Tom Marshall could tell stories
and make to-the-point remarks. And how many Fijis
of the younger generation know that "What this country needs is a good five cent cigar . . . " came from
Tom Marshall's genial sense of humor?
Campus politics waxed strong in the decade, and
Psi was more often than not well mixed up in them.
The Betas, as wearily always, were the collective cinders in Psi's eyes. The Fijis got a great deal of pleasuse out of sneering and snorting at the afternoon tea
parties which the Betas held on certain Sundays. They
also made other comments, which is to say enough
about the Betas. And the stars and stripes hung out in
front of 207 on holidays, and people walking by the
front of the house with the criss-cross woodwork
around the porch, and the wooden posts, must have
commented " . . . there's where those Phi Gams live
... " It was comment, of course, in a friendly spirit.
For the Phi Gams were a genial lot, with many friends
in the community.
As perhaps in no other time in its history, the chapter got things done, with more speed, and with less
haggling, unnecessary conversation, and less friction.
It was, from the standpoint of serious business, a
supremely successful petiod. The house was launched,
and admirably maintained and managed. Chapter
finances were good, alumni support was strong, spirit
was high, the college was prosperous, and in all matters
of chapter organization, conduct, and cooperation,
things could not have been better.
And at parties, at dances, in school, on the athletic
field, and in the chapter house, Psi's men had, year
upon year upon year, fun, jokes, and informal life so
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pleasant as to be almost story-book in its character,
and yet genuinely real in its friendly atmosphere.
And, as the writer has said before, the grate fire in
the parlor at old 207 added something to the chapter
house that was invaluable. Here the brothers gathered,
in morning, in afternoon, and in evening, to talk, to
smoke, to argue, to doze, and to enjoy a host of pleasant
hours.
There was rough house in the parlor, and in the
bedrooms, and the Jiving room, and on the lawn in
front of the house, and just about anywhere the brothers chose to rough house. There were card games, penny ante, whist, black jack, and others; there were songs
around the old Star upright piano; there were midnight lunches in rooms, in the parlor, and of all places,
in the bathroom. Cakes and apples and fruit and candy
seemed to pour in an ever increasing stream from
mothers and sweethearts and your lovable old Aunt
Mamie in old Poughkeepsie; the men of the 1901-1911
decade literally ate their way through a mountain of
such stuff. The Fijis studied and slept and read and
talked and argued in old 207, but they did not eat
meals there until 1908. They ate at "Aunt Rose" Eshelman's, on West Pike street, and ate well. The house
turned one of the downstairs bedrooms into a dining
room when meals were finally started; and in 1909 the
minutes laconically record that a motion passed the
chapter requiring all the brothers to wear shirts and
collars to the table for the evening meal.
And in 1904 came Psi's famous tabletop of names,
to carry on its splendid tradition until all its avaiTable
carving space was gone, and then to hang honorably on
the wall, directly above its successor, which is rapidly
getting its top full too. The story is naturally bes¢
told by one of those who helped make and build the
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table, as well as getting the idea for it. "Sandow"
Myers, (Warren Myers, '07), is the letter's writer, and
for clarity's sake, "Opps" Coen. is the late Oliver Coen,
also of '07. The letter . . .
" ... One Sandow 1\Iyers in the summer of 1903
got a job in Colorado surveying for the Moffatt
road out of Denver. Following this with the money
in his jeans he repaired to his native heath, the
state of California. At a certain cafe, buffet, or
drinking place in Maywood or l\1ayfair, a town
about a mile from Palo Alto, the Stanford students
did their beer drinking. The beer was served on
some large round top tables in which the initials of
the upper classmen and the alumni had been cut.
On the walls were other table tops of past generations.
The following summer Opps Coen and said Sandow 1\Iyers got themselves jobs in the shops of
Nordyke and l\Iarmon, Indianapolis, fortifying their
proficiency in woodwork. It must have been that
following winter, 1904, that the memory of the
steins of beer in the suburb of Palo Alto consumed
with the Fijis from Stanford floated back to mind
and with it the table tops with their names. Behold the great idea was born. The Stanford students loved the tradition of their tables, so why
not build up a tradition for Psi at Wabash.
The master carpenters, Coen and Myers-or
should we say the Irish carpenters, went into conference. Where to get the lumber for a "to be
carved" table? And again behold how providence
was working. There in the back yard at 207 South
Grant was a neglected grape arbor made with oak
posts. The legs of the table were at least insured.
Much scraping and planing brought them into
shape, and with a small cash fund collected, Opps
purchased the necessary additional lumber, including cherry for the top. At last the job was completed on the back porch and ready for the knife.
This was about the spring of '05.
Just whose name went into the recording cherry
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top first we do not remember but we do recall that
Ray Mehlig, ( '08), who had acquired the nickname
of Schlitz, probably through the offices of that
peerless namer of men, "Ding" Herdman, hunted
through one entire issue of the Ladies Home Journal for a Schlitz beer advertisement. That he was
elsewhere successful is in evidence on the top itself.
Which brings to mind that Schlitz's deep gougings
in cutting his masterpiece caused Warren Davies
to put his hand under the top to see if Schlitz was
coming through. And again we recall Tom Marshall, before his governorship and vice-presidential
days, writing his name on the table to later be cut
in by one of the chapter.
As the old grads dropped in from time to time
the cherry top took their recording and gave it to
the following generations of Psi Fijis. Which
brings to mind that familiar quotation of Professor Milford from Omar"The l\Ioving Finger writes; and, having writ,
Moves on: nor all your piety nor Wit
Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line
Nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it.
Sitting here at a desk on the west coast tonight
it is nice and even heartening to think that with
traditional things-things of the centuries crashing around our ears in all parts of the world, that
one small tradition has grown and outlasted the
years in our American scene, if only the tradition
of a group of men in a small college in the middle
west as recorded on a table with a mellowing
cherry top . . . "
And so it was, and is. Copied by other fraternities
and other Phi Gam chapters, the 1904 top at Psi is
supposed to have been the first to come east from Stanford. So goes the story. Whether or not the idea
originated at Stanford is unknown. But whoever
started it started a good thing.
After meals started in the house in 1908, it came
to be the custom almost each Sunday night to invite
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one of the professors to dinner, and then talk with
him afterwards around the cheerful fire in the parlor.
And more often than not, the professor was Donaldson
Bodine, one of the most popular that Wabash has ever
had. He got to be a "regular" at the house, and used to
amuse and delight the men of Psi with his amazing
knowledge, and his genial air. And another who came
almost every day for a few minutes at least, was "Craggy," J. A. Cragwall, professor of math. And Craggy's
inevitable query for the "cube cut" Ervin C. (Hans)
Wagner, '08, smoked in his pipe got to be a byword
when the popular Tennesean made his appearance.
And the Fijis danced. They danced early and late,
in spring and in fall, and all through the winter, and
if they tired of it, they never said so. There was almost invariably a dance a month all during this decade,
and most important, there was the famous Pan in the
spring. College regulations regarding dances were few,
and the Fijis might dance until dawn in warm weather.
The Pan, of course, coming in the early spring of each
year, was THE dance of the year. And to each the
men of Psi went in force, with all the best, or most of
the best girls to be had. In 1910 came the blowup which
made dance history at Wabash, and Psi was squarely in
the center of the fracas. The house at 207, located
only a short distance away from the Masonic Temple,
where the Pans were held, made it easy for the Fijis
to shuttle back and forth during intermissions. O,ne,
at least, was about an hour long. So the Fiji"s left a
few minutes before it, and got back a few minutes
late, giving them about an hour and a half at the house
for a buffet supper and a lot of fun. It made the other
fraternities mad. It made them very mad, and so
they determined to get even with the Fijis, and in 1910
very smugly and piously barred the Fijis from the Pan.
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The men of 207 were more than equal to the situation, though. They turned around with never a quiver,
and promptly gave the Phi Gam Pan, all by themselves.
They invited their alumni, prominent and recently
graduated. They had some of their parents. They had
the best and most beautiful girls to be had. They had
over a hundred people at the banquet that preceded the
dance, and at the dance. And Crawfordsville and the
other fraternities didn't stop talking about it for some
time. It was th e bi ggest thing Crawfordsville had ever
seen. In 1911, the Fijis were once again invited to
take part in the Pan!
In the college, the Little Giant Era had dawnedfaintly but surely. Class fighting was vigorously
clamped down upon by Dr. Kane, as was the practice
of kidnapping class officers. But it went on, for part
of the 1901-Hlll decade, and with a vigor almost like
that of Dr. Kane's discipline. A water standpipe, in
the northeast section of the town, was the object on
which class numerals were painted, and many a battle
transpired around the old steel standpipe. And class
officers were kidnapped, and held captive for hours at
a time. The rushes on the second floor of Center hall
were great fun, too, though a little bruising. Immediately after the end of chapel, a class yell or two would
hit the rafters, and the sophomores would line up at
one end of the long second floor hall at Center, the
freshmen at the other. Then, with cries, cheers, and
jeers, the two forces would meet head on near the center of the hall, often with such violence that the men
in the "front line trenches" would be thrown high into
the air. Once, Dr. Kane, displaying commendable valor
but little foresight in trying to stop the rush, stepped
into the center of the spot where the two forces were
to meet. They met. Dr. Kane went soaring high, with
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loss of probably nothing more than his breath and
dignity.
Downtown, there was Mace Townsley's Music Hall,
on Green street, which Fijis now know as the Strand.
There was Henry Miller's Nickelodeon on Washington,
with a barker out front to Jure the students in, and
there came to town at odd intervals skating rinks,
which lasted until town and college patrons tired of
skating, and then moved on. And if you liked your
beer, there would be Muelheisen's Saloon, or Schlemmer's, or both. You probably went in on the sly, though,
for college authorities were still a little touchy about
drinking. There was the YMCA, as well, for student
activity.
Starting in about 1906, along with the regular chapter minutes there was kept a sort of chapter diary,
studded with informal happenings in the house and
college. Some of its entries follow . . .
" ... Pink Plummer reports 95 in Greek exam.
Schlitz reads his paper before the History II class.
I can't think of anything else that happened and
I'm not going to make up anything. One thing occurred today that requires recording. Myers, Wagner, and Plummer, the married men, were all at
home tonight . . . "
" ... Nothing but the silvery tones of the church
bells disturbed the profound slumbers of the inmates of the Hell Hole (Ed. note-207), and this
disturbance was not sufficient to draw any of them
to the house of the Lord . . . "
" ... Cold and windy, with two or three inches
of snow. Hess got hell for not having a big fire in
the furnace . . . The bunch spent the afternoon
around the fire and the evening likewise. Parrot,
Payne and Macy were the last to retire, going out
in one, two, three, order at 1 a. m., 2 a. m. and 3
a. m. respectively . . . "
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" ... everyone is busy burning the midnight oil.
The gas bill was over sixteen dollars last month,
but as yet nobody has held better than a full house

"
" . .. The prodigal kids have returned and are
safe in the fold again, none the worse for their
little jaunt. They duly received their just dues,
and will live happier and wiser ever after . . . "
" . . . Dr. Sigmond lectured on 'Social Evil' in
. .. chapel . .. and furnished food for thought and
discussion among the boys and . . . the advocates
of wild oats in college are repenting . . . "
" ... Polly of The Circus showed at Music Hall
ap.d drew a goodly crew from the house. The boys
expressed their willingness to join the circus and
put on a little low comedy with Polly . . . "
" ... That dance which Tinsley and Studebaker
have so long talked about and figured on was
thrown tonight by the above said twain. Not only
did they rope it and throw it but hog-tied it and
double-cinched a saddle on and then rode it until
it was tame enough to eat a pimento sandwich
right out of your hand . . . "
" . . . The supply of material that makes the
green grass grow is almost exhausted, and this
unprolific pen is incompetent to perform the duties
of a bibliophilic amanuensis (See Websters-1
think that's good).
There were many other things-far too many to
mention and not write a volume. There were calls on
the girls at all times ... loans from the famous Count
Tinsley . . . cracks about the house at 207 . . . Stau
Davies selling his shirts . . . picnics in the country
and at the Shades . . . driving out to dances at the
country club in two big hay wagons . . . parties at
"Uncle Ump" (H. H.) Ristine's . . . sitting around
the fire wi'th visitors from Purdue, or Indiana, or DePauw, and waiting for the late Monon to take them
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back ... the job of the freshmen to keep the house's
spittoons bright and shiny ... the house dogs ... the
nicknames, most given by "Ding" Herdman, like "Stau"
Davies, "Schlitz" Mehlig, "Hans" Wagner, Eldo "Wag
Jr." Wagner, "Red" Macy, "Opps" Coen, "Sandow"
Myers, "Tip" Thornell, "Aby" Diddel, "Dutch" Hammill, "Sleep" or "Zui" Hess, "Doc" Hurt, "Pidge"
Payne, "Pink" Plummer, "Heme" Powers, "Heine"
Ristine, "Beany" Rountree, "Bo" Brown, "Joe Bush"
Studebaker, "1\Iapp" Stokes, "Prof" Record, "Kok"
Brown, and many others . . . entanglements with the
nearby coffin factory in one way and another ... the
"Cigarette Brigade" ... Jimmy Rowan's Cigar Store
... Jimmy Coleman's Drugstore ... going to games
... seeing the teams off at the station and greeting
them coming back ... spending the day in search of
heat when the house furnace went blooie ... playing
pool ... the nickname for the "barn" at 207, Hell Hole
. .. the college widows at the Pans ... the state dinners, with red lights, and red balloons, and singing for
Psi's stunt . . . "eight dead ones and several ginger
ale bottles in the alley . . . " . . . fraternity jewelry
salesmen . . . the leak iri the roof over the bathroom
... playing "Five Hundred" and "Sugar Babe" . . .
the Hargraves, with their wit ... "Zui" Hess, in night
robe, walking through the house with shot gun, a blast,
walking slowly and solemnly back with a dead owl on
shoulder ... "Stau" Davies running a lawn mower up
and down the hall, saying the splinters hurt his feet
. . . the Mission furniture made by Coen, Sandow
Myers, and "Aby" Diddel ... "Dutch" Hamill getting
even with "Hans" Wagner by sleeping in his prideand-joy-full-dress-suit . . . and on ad infinitum . . .
These were fruitful and successful years in athletics
for the college, and Fijis were thick upon all the col116
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lege teams, football, basketball, baseball, and in a
measure, track. Hugh Sutherland, '08, the "big Novo,"
was an all-state and all-Western guard during his
famous days with the original Little Giants of the
Indian coach, Francis Cayou. Some others were "Pink"
Plummer, '08, "Pidge" Payne, '09, Sam Record, '03,
Merle Stokes, '05, Bill Dague, '06, later an All-American
at the Navy, Jack Hargrave, '09, "Sandow" Myers,
'07, "Zui" Hess, '09, and others. In basketball Will
Diddel was one who gained all-state rating. In baseball were "Tip" Thornell and "Opps" Coen and Will
Diddel and "Stau" Davies-all four were captains, and
in track again the giant Nova Scotian, Hugh Sutherland. Space prevents others being mentioned.
Th ese were great years for the Fijis. They enjoyed
themselves fully and completely in every way. Going
to school at Wabash in 1901-1911 for a Fiji was as
pleasant, surely, as going to school anywhere on earth
might have been. It was a colorful time. College and
nati on blended beautifully into the pattern of life at
207 South Grant avenue. Given a time to pick to go
to Wabash and to be a Fiji, most Fijis of all generations, could they return and read and talk and learn
of the period, would have picked the years from 19011911. The Hell Hole was a delightfully pleasant place
in which to be a sinner.
And in the college, it was a prosperous time. The
administration of Kane brought the college to new
heights athletically and scholastically; that of Dr.
Mackintosh was equally as prosperous. The famous
Wabash spirit was born, "Wabash Always Fights"
came, and the name Little Giants was given to the
Scarlet teams. The Bachelor was founded in 1908; the
first college dramatic club also in that year. The college
celebrated its 75th anniversary in 1907, and instituted
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an endowment campaign. Calliopean and Lyceum were
alive and healthy again, and the Gl ee and Mandolin
clubs were furth er spreading the fame and name of
Wabash far and wid e, as her athletic teams were
spreading it. Some of the most popular professors of
the time were Bodin e and Thomas, and Cragwell and
Ga rner, wh om all Fiji s of the decade will remember, for
better or for worse. Tom l\Iarshall, Ben Crane, Eben
Wolcott, and Wilmer Christian, all Phi Gams, were
college trustees in th e decaae. The campus walks were
improved in 1911, and another famous professor who
came in this period and was to be known to many
classes of Wabash men was George H. Tapy. Two others who stayed but a short time-but who were later
to achieve fame- were Lucian Cary, the author, and
Ezra Pound, the poet. College life grew more informal
with the passing yea rs. Wabash students of the decade
stole again and again the clapper of the college bell,
and put alarm clocks on the rafters in chapel, timed to
go off in the middl e of a prayer.
There was support of the football teams by student
subscription at many times, and there were yells-loud,
long, and virile yells. The college was healthy and
popular in every way. Its reputation was good. The
town liked it, and all people liked it. Its students of
the decade knew discipline, but not often serious, and
seldom a pplied. Th ey knew and . loved "Doc Mack";
they supported their athletic teams with fervor never
before known in Wa bash's history; they played and
sang and studied for four years of their lives. They
were Wabash College in one of her most colorful and
happy and peaceful decades. It was a splendid time.
To sum up . . .
The period hardly needs a summary, in view of what
has been said on th e preceding pages. These were
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colorful and healthy years for Psi. There was a spirit,
a closeness, a magic touch, in work, in play, in serious
moments and gay ones, in chapter particularly, but in
college as well, that faded in part with the close of the
decade it lived in. The chapter was just the right size
and the house was a great success. There was no
classicism, and there were no collegiate influences, as
well.
The Phi Gams went through their years there, and
carried away with them loyalties and memories and
impressions of the most genuine type. Nothing finer
can be said of the period than that it, and the years
immediately before it and immediately afterwards,
produced a great percentage of Psi's most loyal and
helpful alumni of today.
The chapter has not lost the heritage of those years.
To date in Psi's life, they may be called the most
fruitful.
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Peace and War
Life in old 207 remained ·much as it had been in the
previous decade during the years 1911-1917, until, of
course, the war itself disrupted normal life for almost
t~o years, and the years from 1919 to 1921 never regained the peace and quiet informality that the years
from 1901 until 1917 had known. Instead, they ushered
in the beginning of a new sort of Psi chapter, but that
is part of another story.
Informally at th e familiar house on South Grant,
there were still most, and for a few years all of the
things that had made the 1901-1911 decade such an
enjoyable one. Life was easy, life was careless and life
was peaceful for th ese Fijis of the pre-war years. You
still sat around the grate fire, and now and then you
were criticized in chapter meeting for spitting into that
very fire, and not into the brass spittoons provided for
the purpose. And the freshmen still kept those spittoons clean, or clean enough at least to satisfy the
critical eyes of various paddle-wielding upper classmen.
There were songs, there were long "borasses" about the
fire, with your own brothers, or perhaps with some of
the black diamond men from Indiana, or Purdue, or
DePauw. Then~ was sitting and waiting for the late
Monon with these men, so it could clatter them north
or south, with the usual accompaniment of soot, ashes
and dust, back to their beds in other Fiji houses. There
existed between the states's five chapters a very hospitable and cooperative spirit, particularly with Purdue
and Indiana, and DePauw and Hanover to a lesser
degree.
120

PEACE AND WAR

There was hazing in force and in quantity. Regulations and procedure along this line were relaxed a bit
in 1912, but not for a great period of time; they again
made their appearance, with the bloodthirst lessened
only a little. And in college as well as house, there was
a great deal of horseplay, and a great deal of fun.
Fijis, unofficially of course, are said to have been involved in both the maiden appearance and the reappearance of Gertrude, the biology lab's female skeleton.
Gertie first ventured out in 1915, to find a spot on the
sacred senior bench and there to sit with a cigarette
between her teeth, and she came again in 1919, this
time hanging from a rafter in chapel. Class fighting
and kidnapping had subsided somewhat from the brawls
of ten years ago, however.
In the chapter, no Fiji of the time can ever forget
the Sea Dogs of Ted Williams, '13. Equipped with rubber boots, red lanterns and raincoats, the Sea Dogs
pulled many things in the house at 207, having a great
time, and helping to make life miserable for many a
luckless victim. In their own words, they were a "jolly
crew." For "offenders," one Sea Dog stunt was to
shampoo the hair with formaldehyde, pour Sloan's Liniment on the "vital spot," tie the hands and feet together
and spin the victim about on the floor in water an inch
deep. Just to see, of course, if he was a good compass,
and that his feet pointed north. "Doc" Elliott, '13, and
"Jolly Legs" l\JcKay, '14, were two leading Sea Dog
port lights.
Nicknames, too, were rife in the house. "Leff"
Leffel, '14, "Mick" Coffing, '13, "Said" Peters, '15,
"Punk" Paulus, '14, "Sugar" Nicar, '15, "Newt" Hill,
'15, "Dep" DePrez, '15, "Friskie" Goodrich, '16,
"Sweeny" Wolcott, '15, and "Stau III" Davies, '15, are
some of the "bunch."
121

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH

Mrs. Alice Brown, mother of the famed George T.
of Psi culinary fame today, ran the kitchen from 1915
to 1923, and ran it ably and successfully. You called
her Mrs. Brown, and she tolerated no horse play in her
kitchen. Thrifty, and an excellent cook, she did a fine
job for the fraternity. She felt a personal interest in
many of the boys, calling them " her boys." Not all
were fortunate enough to be included in this category.
Returning alumni would head for the kitchen to discuss
affairs with Mrs. Brown. The popular George began to
help her in 1915 in the kitchen, and worked for seven
years until 1922, when he left. He returned in 1928,
though, and ever since has made stomachs fuller and
waistlines broader with his fine foods. The gastronomic
fortunes of the chapter, as guided almost exclusively
by Mrs. Brown and son for well over a third of Psi's
life, have been in the best of hands. It is the hope of
all Fijis today that George will continue on in the
kitchen at Psi.
House parties during the Pan came, as dances grew
fewer and more formal. A masquerade dance became a
yearly function . As chaperones at nearly all of the
dances would be found, with their wives, Ned Ames, or
Ray Thomas, or Ben Crane, or Cliff Peterson. "Imported" girls were more the vogue now, and rush
dances were incorporated into a better organized rush
program. The Pan, then and now, was the · year's outstanding social function, planned and saved for. Life
grew a little less social as the chapter and college took
on the first few characteristics of the coming Caveman
era.
The men in the chapter, luckily, kept up for the most
part their informal diary, and some of its contents
cannot pass unmentioned. From the diary
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" ... Everybody is studying, but as Coffing says,
never let studies interfer e with your college education . . . th e writer must stop this bushwa and
study his part in a play to be given next Wednesday, 'Hark, I Heard An Angel Belch,' or 'A Wabash
Coed' ... Freshman getting thin from answering
the phone so much ... rhynies thinking of taking
up a collection to get an extension . . . We were
th ere (Ekklesia-1912), there, and over. Drank more
beer, made more noise, had most men, spent most
money, had best girls. stayed on the job longer, up
all time, stole more things. got in more fights, and
were there . .. l\lore billiards, pool, movies, and
sodie waters. Soft music by the victrola. Every
meal has the following menuEggs fried, simply fried
Fried eggs, hard
Soft fried eggs
Eggs-up
Eggs-eyes open
Fried eggs- looking at you
Eggs eggs eggs
Fried Fried Fried
My God, I can hardly look a chicken in the face ,
or any place, for that matter. Eggs are ten cents
a dozen. Please notr the ten cents twelve each.
Bro. Hastings of I. U., Zeta, is here, and we are
entertaining him until train time. 2 :30 a. m. So
I guess I'll fry a few eggs over the grate fire for
his breakfast ... Last eve our gang attended the
Good Friday service at the Episcopal Church in
hopes that Daddy Milford would see them and boost
their grade. But Daddy must have one left-he
didn't show up. And our gang fumed ... and to
catch a slant at him (a brother) building a pyramid of meat, potatoes, and peas on his knife, and
then doing the sword swallowing act without ever
touching the edges is some rare treat .. . Williams
seeks revenge on the loving brothers who sent him
the suitcase full of paving bricks and the loving
telegram-all collect .. . "
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And so went life at 207, much as it had always gone.
In athletics, the chapter had its usual more than ample
group of r epr esentatives on all the college teams, and
on one occasion, the entire basketball team on a certain
night was composed of FijiR. They were in football
and in track, in baseball and basketball. Among the
athletes of the time were Phil Leffel, Roger Wolcott,
Newt Hill, Frank Peters, "Doc" Elliot, "Ole" Stump,
"Stony" Yount, Dan Yount, Phil Nicar, Ted Williams,
"Mick" Coffin g, and oth ers. At one time th e Fijis had
three varsity captains in school, and at another, nine of
the men in the house wer e college lettermen. Alumni
smokers, largely for town alumni, became popular and
fairly frequent events. Count Tinsley, the ever-faithful, still oversaw many of the informal as well as
formal activities of the chapter, and Ned and Ray
Ames, Ray Thomas, and many others dropped in now
and th en. With the comin g of the war, informal activities were of co urse curtailed, or almost entirely
wiped out, and in th e years 1919-1921 the life at 207
was certainly as informal as it had ever been, but in
comparison with th e years before, a little quicker. Life
in a fraternity house was just one of the things that
World War I got around to affecting.
The chapter still feuded, mildly and otherwise, with
the men of Beta Theta Pi, and called them, once at
least, the "Rigg!y Sisters," after a bloomer girls baseball team of the time. And th ere were comments, humorous, sarcastic, jovial and otherwise, on the general
condition and moral status of those who spent weekens at home, or in the town where their girl lived or
went to school. The tide of Wabash athletic fortunes,
which had risen so swiftly and successfully in the century's early years, suffered little, if at all, and the
Fijis still shouted for blood, and old Wabash, and
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yelled their collective lungs out for their brothers on
field and floor and track, and f or the Scarlet teams in
general. The war made men forget athletics for the
most part, but they in turn soon forget the war after
it was over, and the Littl e Giants once again paced
the middle west, looking for their Goliaths to slay
or badly maul. In 1916, the chapter made merry informally, as well as holding some formal functions,
for the 50th anniversary of Psi's founding, and they
still talk about that party in the country. There was
drinking, as there has always been. There were pool
halls, and the Music Hall, and other shows, and hunting and fishing and hiking. There were intramural
athletics, although they were more or less in an embryonic state from the standpoint of organization, but
they were existing. There was tennis, as well. And if
thing got too damned dull to endure, there was always
the prospect of a juicy murder or divorce or assault
trial at the courthouse to pass the winter afternoons.
So for the six years from 1911 until 1917, life at
207, and in the college and town rambled on much the
same as it had for years, peaceful, quiet, and secure.
You went to school and enjoyed your college life as
keenly as most Fijis have.
The war sent the quiet repose and enviable good
times that many years of Fijis knew into a large
ashcan, where were being assembled many of the
world's tangibles and intangibles. The war brought
great gaps in the normal college life. And in the little
over two years after the war, the chapter at 207 began
to grow, from 18 and 20 men to 28 and 30 men, and
with that growth, regardless of what good features it
brought, it wrote the end to the pleasant chapter house
life that Psi had known.
In the college, much was afoot, and much was chang-
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ing. Through all the 1911-1921 decade Dr. George L.
Mackintosh was president of the college, and a splendid
president. There were f ew, if any, who did not think
a very great deal of the doctor. He was firm, but fair,
and certainly one of his greatest characteristics, as
befitted Wabash men, was to give each student the
benefit of every possible doubt. He "ruled" wisely and
well, in what were always the seemingly correct proportions. His long, gaunt frame and his vitality, his
manner and his speech'-is there a Fiji of these years
who doesn't have memories of "Doc Mack"? The doctor fitted Wabash, and Wabash the doctor. They could
scarcely have done without each other.
Wabash became in 1915 one of the last colleges in
the nation to drop the old three term year, and to take
up the two semester-per-year idea. The Bachelor and
The Wabash, the latter a news and literary publication
and not an annual in these days, thrived in this decade.
In 1913 a scholarship cup was put up for competition
between the fraternities. The two old literary societies,
both for so many years a part of the life of college and
fraternity alike, died out in 1916 and 1917, not to rise
again. In fact, speaking and oratory at the college suffered a period of general decline in these years.
The college's pbysical plant didn't see a great deal of
addition or improvement. The present gym was completed in 1918, and several of the college buildings
were improved and remodeled inside, but other than
the gym, there was no new building. The college faculty almost doubled in size in this decade, and many
of Wabash's staff of today came, among them professors Kendall, Leavenworth, Bechtel, Hutsinpillar,
Carscallen, Domroese, and Ormes. College fees went
up, from about 23.50 in 1915 to around fifty dollars a
semester in 1920. The college carried on a great en126
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dowment drive in 1!")19, 1920, and 1921, and raised
500,000 dollars.
And other fraternities came, and some of the old
ones changed r es idence. In 1914 Phi Sigma Alpha, a
local, was founded , and was in later years to take a
Beta Kappa charter. In 1913 the Barb Association
was revived . This in turn led to the Commons Club,
and in 1918, a charter of the national fraternity of
Lambda Chi was granted to the body. In 1920 the
Sigma Chi's t ook r esi dence in their present home,
which had served as the home of the college's pres ident. In 1918 Wabash got its first dean when Frank
Cowles took the office to assist Dr. Mackintosh. And in
1920 the Milligan Clock took its place on the campus,
to boom out the slowly slipping hours.
In athletics, the Little Giants still were up and down
the west, and part of the east as well, making their
name respected. Athletics thrived in the years from
1911 until 1913, and then for two years had a slight
relapse. 1916-17 was th e year of the second Wabash
"wonder five" in basketball, and baseball had good years
in '11, '13, and '16. Track was a strong sport in all
these years. Wabash laid heavy emphasis on athletics
in this period, and carried on well the tradition that
the "original Little Giants" of a decade before had
set up. The athl etic event of the '11 -'21 years happened in 1919, when Robert Edward Vaughn came to
Wabash.
Psi stuck a feather in its cap in 1917, when E. E.
Ames, '03, was elected president of the Association of
Wabash Men. And still another when in 1912, and
again in 1916, came the election of Tom Marshall, '73,
as vice-president of th e United States, under Woodrow
Wilson. Marshall and Ames, and Eben Wolcott, '86,
127

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH

and Wilmer Christian, '92. were trustees in these
years, too.
In April, 1917, the war broke, and with it ended the
Wabash that from the standpoint of student life and
thought, had changed little in twenty years. In February and March, '17, there was the singing of patriotic
songs in chapel, and salutes to the flag, and talk of war.
When it finally came, many men enlisted at onceamong them a goodly portion of Psi's membership.
And many more went to Ft. Benjamin Harrison at
Indianapolis when the first officers training camp
opened in May. In the fall of '17, only 200 men enrolled in the college. And during the fall and winter
of '17-'18, and on into the spring, Wabash men drifted
away to camps and to war, some even to service for
France or Britain, among them three Phi Gamma
Deltas. In the fall of 1918 came the S.A.T.C., Student
Army Training Corps, designed by the government to
provide a reservoir of trained army officers. Two long
wooden barracks were built back of South hall, about
where the chapel now stands, and army equipment
tardily rolled in for the Wabash "cadets." There was
drilling on the campus, and regulations, and a military
air. The dreaded flu struck in October of '18, and became so bad that the S.A.T.C. was suspended until the
flu epidemic had passed. And in this trying time, students and townspeople and faculty as one worked together to control the situation. They controlled it
well, for not a single man lost his life.
But in November, 1918, the war ended, and with it
came six weeks of rather unruly life at Wabash. For
nobody in the S.A.T.C. gave a hang about military life
any more, and yet the unit was not disbanded until
almost Christmas, and discipline and responsibility became things of the past. Instead of studying, they
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might shoot craps. Desperate to get men to go to class,
the camp's captain gave vVabasiJ men their choice of
labor or studies, and many took the former, moving the
coal pile from the boiler house to the armory, and
back again. Military drill continued in the spring of
1919, but it was abandoned after that, and has never
since been revived.
In the 1919-21 years, the Caveman era broke the
dawn, and headed for the high sun of the twenties.
The war had changed opinion and ideas, and Wabash
men, were rougher, tougher and harder in most ways,
and they wanted two things (1) to live as comfortably
as possible, with as little convention as possible, and
(2) to have a college geared to their needs, and theirs
alone, and to cuss it violently when they thought it
was not. So the Cavemen were coming. In fact, they
were there in · the years which immediately followed
the war. And regardless of the worth of what they did,
or how they did it, they certainly had a good and a
noisy time in doing it.
In the years preceding the war, from 1911 until
1917, the chapter maintained a good record in scholarship. True, it rose to no supreme heights, but it held
itself at a good, healthy level and never took a serious
slump. After the war, though, Psi set out in earnest
upon the scholastic way, and acquitted herself nobly.
She held the scholarship cup almost two-thirds of the
time from the war until 1923, and in 1922, four Fijis
were elected to Phi Beta Kappa-only five in the whole
college being elected. Although the chapter's athletic
contributions were not as high as in former years,
many a Wabash professor might have remarked that
the Phi Gam's record, from a professorial point of
view, was almost perfect. The Betas were scholarship
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rivals in this period, and won the cup in most of the
years that Psi fail ed to cotnr through.
Ekklesias and state dintwrs were well-attended functions, and the Fijis front Wabash always let it be
known that they were thc~n·. The house was wired for
electricity in 1914; in 1916 th e brothers got artistic
and put in flower beds around the house. In '16 there
was a chapter room built on the third floor of the house,
and for this, Phil l\Tagncr, '1 7, and Fred Van Buskirk,
'18, deserve th e great sharl' of credit.
lt was costing more to be a Fiji in these days. House
board rose from about $3.75 to $4.50 in thi s decade, and
room from $1.50 to $2.00. Initiation fees leaped from
15 to 25 dollars. Cal C. Chambers, the fraternity's
first field secretary, visited the chapter now and again
in these days, and a great deal of valuable advice was
rendered by Wilmer Christian, of Indi anapolis, and
Professor George !\Torey 1\liller, Zeta, '92, then teaching
at Wabash, who aided the chapter in many ways· during his stay at the college. Of course, the faithful
Crawfordsville alumni were as they had ever been, helping in a hundred different ways. Chapter business and
chapter meetings were usually serious, and much work
was done in this decade. With the war and for the
two years after it, there was a natural lapse, but it
was nothing alarming, and there appear no cases of
serious neglect or mismanagement in Psi's affairs for
this period. The running of the chapter house was of
course an important function , and all indications seem
to say that it was run well and efficiently. Chapter
officers were still elected in the late spring.
Stricter freshmen rul es were set up, and freshmen
were now required to spend so many nights a week in
the chapter house. In addition, the rule of having a
man live in the house for one semester, or complete one
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semester of college work Lcfore initiation became a
part of the chapter by-laws. There was a greater interest in scholarship, and grades were gotten periodically from the college professors. Pledging and rushing
became better organized. The chapter held its first
Norris Pig Dinner in FeLruary, 1920. Slowly Psi was
assuming many of the characteristics which she still
bears today-the modern fraternity was coming into
its own.
Politically, the house \Yas aligned with the Barbs for
a time, but under the able political leadership of Nev
James, '23, the Fijis sided in with all thefraternities
but Lambda Chi and Sigma Chi, and with this combine
successfully ruled the campus for almost a decade.
The Barbs, in with the Sigs and Lambda Chis, more
or less lost out. An activities chart took its place in
the house, and pledge classes grew to ten or twelve
men.
With the coming of the war, the chapter dropped to
half-size, and lower. The year 1917-18 was a trying
one for keeping the chapter healthy. For Psi's men
enlisted, and in force, and the ranks of the purple were
sadly depleted. There are minutes all during the spring
and fall of '17, and on into the spring of '18 1 when
they stop, and no formal minutes were recorded again
until the early spring of 1919. In spite of the war,
there was a reasonable amount of business transacted
that spring and fall of '17, and chapter functions were
not too disrupted, but with the spring of '18 and on
into the fall, the chapter thought about little else but
the war, if anything else. The minutes through March
and February of 1917 are interesting to read, as war
fever mounted, and America headed for the great conflict. But nowhere in Psi's minutes, to her very great
credit, either in '17 or in '18, are there hysterical de131
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nunciations of the foe, or flag waving, or insincere
patriotism. Instead, there are moderate words, speaking of the months and perhaps years of sacrifice ahead,
of the great need for cooperation by one and all, and
notes here and there of brothers leaving for service.
No even half complete record of Psi's men who served
in the war has ever been assembled. George L. Coffing,
'18, who joined Great Britain's Royal Air Force, was
killed in service over Scotland, in January, 1918. Claude
Whitney, '11, who later went to Indiana, died in April,
1918, in an army camp in California. Karl D. Guenther,
'11, an aviator, came through the war unhurt, but was
killed in Germany in 1921 in an airplane crash. These
three are the only Psi Fijis known to have died during
or shortly after the war, as a direct or indirect result
of it. Frank Caldwell, '20, paid his passage to Frapce,
drove an ambulance, served with French artillery, aviation, and infantry, received a commission in the French
army, and was decorated with the Croix de Guerre.
Scores of others, undergraduates and alumni alike, saw
service in the great struggle.
And when those who came back to school returned,
they found that an old era had ended, and a new had
begun.
Of these years from 1911 until 1921-until 1917 and
the war, they were much the same as they had been
for almost twenty years. There was fun and laughter,
and hard work too. There were good years and excellent ones, and certainly no poor ones. It was in many
ways a transition period, for the chapter slowly, year
by year, added characteristics which were to mold it
into its 1941 character. The war accelerated these
changes, and the late years of the decade wrote an end
to the enviable small chapter that 207 had known. Not
that life for the Phi Gams in the years after the war
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until 1921 was not an enjoyable life-it was in all
ways. But small chapter achievements in most ways
are never quite the same when done by a larger chapter. There is a "magic touch," and a unity of purpose
and spirit that must vanish with a chapter of thirtyfive or forty that can be present with eighteen or
twenty.
The war was a great experience for the chapter, and
it survived it as well or better than most fraternities,
and Psi's men gave of their time and strength and
even their lives in the service of their country. Psi's
war record has no flaws.
Somehow-and perhaps it had better be said through
no fault of those who were Psi's undergraduate members of the time-the chapter never quite reached the
peak of unity of action the years of 1901-1911 saw. It
reached a high point, though . There was a great deal
of fine work done, and in praise of those of the . time,
we must say that the chapter was changing, slowly at
first, and then during and after the war, rapidly, and
those who live in times of great change perhap·s never,
through the very forces of that change, reach an ideal
situation.
So the years from 1911 until 1921 were recorded. In.
all ways, it can be said that they were fruitful and
pleasant and full-of-work years for the men who lived
them, in chapter and college as well. In the last of '20,
and into '21, the Caveman era was on its upward boom,
to bring a new sort of life to Psi and to Wabash.
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Cavemen.-Depression.-Late Years
Corresponding with th e enrl of the 1911-21 decade
in P si's life was the full blosso ming of the Caveman
era at Wabash, which era set new heights for the college in many things. Of t he careful nursing of the
Caveman traditi on, and f ull r ealization of the truth
th at to go to school a t Wabash was to go to school
with as littl e formality and r ega rd of convention as
going to sch ool could be done anywhere in America,
the period saw much . It was a turbulent, a quick and
fleetin g, and a gaudy and r a ther rou gh era for the
Wabash student. It was only natural that parts of the
greatest boom the nati on had ever seen should find
th eir way into th e lives of th ose who attended Wabash
in th e decad e. Prosperity and prohibition, and America's unbound ed enthusiasm- all these were blended
into the deca de of 1921-31.
The t erm "Caveman" was flaunted and shouted and
written and spoken, wher ever and whenever possible.
Wabash men liked it, and in most ways lived up to it.
For a while, ther e were two ca mps of the students. The
most extreme wer e "Bolshevi sts," and the other just
"Cavemen." The "Bolsh evi sts" gave their last gasp
about 1925, but th e "Cavemen" r oared on, and in fact
a great dea l of th eir traditi on linge rs still. And how did
these "Cavemen" live? With disregard and disgust of
things th ey did not like. With student indignation
meetings summ oned at midnight by the chapel bellmeetin gs to vehemently protes t some particularly annoying bit of facult y legisl a ti on. With old clothes, the
seat of your trouser s patched with tape. With no hair134
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cut or no shaves for weeks nt a time. By going to Indianapolis when you played Butler there, and marching
in the downtown streets, and playing the "Sea-Goin'
Band," so dubbed because of its white duck pants, in
the hotel lobbies at full blast. By making so much
noise that Indianapolis, and other towns, never needed
to know by reading the papers that you were therethey just listened and stopped their ears.
The student body earned, or applied, which is not
recorded and which is less important, the name of
"The Hell-Roarin' Five Hundred," and they meant to
see that the name was lived up to, and they succeeded
admirably. They were virile and they were tough,
and wanted you to know it. They had yells with
cuss words in them-plenty of cuss words. They
wrote scathing editorials in the Bachelor against
disliked rules, and they founded a humor magazine
called the "Caveman," and proceeded to sprinkle it
with this and that which were funny, and often obscene as well. If they won a football game, or a basketball game, or some other athletic event, they were
liable to walk out of classes in a body and go downtown
to celebrate. They cheered their athletic teams long
and loud; they followed them, and they sang and yelled
themselves hoarse to the waving arms and acrobatics
of their yell leaders.
They drank, much the same as all American college
men of the decade drank. They drove their cars fast
and often recklessly, so recklessly in 1925 that several
of them were involved in wrecks, and seriously injured.
And when the college applied rules against automobiles,
they didn't like it, so they struck. And the strike got
nation-wide attention. Newsreel men came to take
pictures of it. The old "Bolshevists" were leading it.
But Dr. Mackintosh reminded the strikers that Wabash,
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being an endowed school, could get along very well
with no students at all, and so the "Bolshevists" became simply "Cavemen," and the college went back to
its r lasses.
Each fraternity had its dogs, some two or three, and
the dogs came to chapel, and often heeded Nature's call
in front of the chapel platform. There was class cutting,. and plenty of it. The decade was rough. There
was a lot of bark, and as Osborne and Gronert have
said in their book on \V abash, a visitor at the college
on any given day would have predicted that it would
blow up in two or three weeks, but nothing very serious
ever happened. The attitude might well be explained
by saying that to go to school it was necessary to live
by certain rules and fulfill certain obligations, but while
doing this, make the Jiving by the rules as comfortable
and as informal as possible, and if you can get out of
fulfilling some of the obligations, by all means do so.
In 1922, Professors Bruce and Brigance of the present Wabash faculty came to take their places. In 1924
Theodore G. Gronert came as professor of history, and
also in this year came Lloyd B. Howell as professor of
chemistry, and George Horton in physics. In 1926 and
1927 Mrs. Neva Chapman and Mrs. Annie Leavenworth
taught classes as regular professors, and continued to
teach them for a time. In 1926 Henry C. Montgomery
came as professor of the classics, in '27 John Tomlinson,
in political science, and in 1929, Joseph C. Polley, Obed
S. Johnson and L. R. Lind, of those who are most familiar to the last fifteen years of Wabash Phi Gamma
Deltas.
And in 1926 Dr. l\'lackintosh voluntarily gave up the
presidency of the college. He had served for twenty
years, and declared himself that twenty years was
enough to require of any man. So he stepped down,
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and there were none who were not sorry to see him
go. Space will not permit a discussion of Dr. Mackintosh here, and as well, this is a history of Psi, and not
of Wabash College. nut Dr. l\Jackintosh was so much
of the Wabash coUege that twenty years of Phi Gamma
Deltas knew, that to say he was a great and honored
president, and a wise and sympathetic friend, is only
to pay the tall doctor what he deserves.
In his place came Dr. Louis !3. Hopkins as president
of college, to stay for 14 years. The campus began to
change its face a little bit. The old boiler house was
torn down in 1922, and a new one built down by the
railroad tracks. In 1923 the old wooden fence was
torn down around the athletic field. The chapel came in
1928, and in the next decade, old Forest Hall once
again took its place as one of the college buildings, and
the beautiful colonial architectural motif of the chapel
was carried out in Goodrich Hall, completed in 1939.
Kingery Hall went back into the service of Wabash in
1940, and there Wabash stands physically today. The
campus walks and drives were improved in 1929.
And in the years from 1921 until 1926, the Little
Giants still held their place among the athletic great
of the nation, and played and tied and beat, and were
barely beaten, by the best teams in the middle west,
and some of the best in the nation. There were great
names in those years, and even after, '26, when athletics
were demphasized, Wabash still held her place .in the
sun to a certain degree. In football were the great
Tiny Knee, and Pete Thorn and Harry Painter, Kessler,
Milstead, Au!, Singleton, and Elliot, and in basketball
were Goldsberry, DeVol, Thorn again, Chadwick, Burdette, and many others. Harry Scholler coached fine
baseball teams, on which one of the finest as well as
one of the most erratic players was pitcher Harold
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Ropiequet, '26. Kipper Parr, and "Forky" Elliot of
Psi were fine fooball players of the decade for the
college. Intramural athletics were making progress in
thes.e years, oratory and debate were again flourishing
in the college. Fijis Nevin James, '23, and Carlton
Gauld, '22, were among the winners of the state oratorical contests in this decade. Blue Key, Sphinx Club,
and Pi Delta Epsilon had their birth in the '21-'31
decade. In '22 the regular college yearbooks started
publication, and have continued ever since.
The college drama club changed its name to the
Scarlet Masque, and in 1924, DeWitt O'Kieffe, '26, Psi,
and Ralph Hackett and Dick Banta founded The Caveman. The Bachelor was as healthy as ever. In '25
higher entrance requirements were put up by the college, and in '28 the college curriculum was revised. In
1921 the Karnak Club was founded, and it took a TKE
charter in 1927, only to die in 1936. And Beta Kappa
was born of Phi Sigma Alpha, which had started life
in 1914, and Beta Kappa as well as TKE succumbed to
financial and other ills in the '31-'41 decade. The
Comons Club came to the campus, and died like Beta
Kappa and TKE, and the Kappa Sigs built a new home
at College and Walnut, the Betas fixed up their house,
Psi built a new home, the Delts moved out to College
Hill where they now are, and the Lambda Chis stayed
on Green street in the old Detchon home. In 1931
Harry Scholler resigned, as Pete Vaughan replaced him
as athletic director, and Lon Goldsberry became baseball coach. Dr. Mackintosh died in 1932 to bring a sad
day for hundreds of Wabash men.
The days of the great depression brought a more
sober influence to the college and fraternity as well.
Tuition costs rose sharply in the 1921-41 years, climbing from about fifty dollars in 1921 to the present fig138
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ure of one hundred and ten dollars. The college's soaring enrollment of the twenties fell, and only in the last
two or three years has it very greatly climbed again.
The Lambda Chis moved to the old Crawford home near
Ingalls Field, the great athletic days of the twenties
were gone for the most part, and the spirit of the
twenties had also vanished. The college calmed down
a little but happily the school and its students retained
much of the good the '21-'31 decade had brought, and
dropped much of the poor.
Dick Banta came as Alumni Secretary to the college,
and new professors, among them Warren Shearer and
Myron G. Phillips, took their places on the Wabash
staff. With repeal of the 18th Amendment, the town's
blind tigers vanished, and the college drinking problem,
if there had ever been one, vanished with them. Also
in this period of '21 to '41 were the start of senior
study camps at Turkey Run. And of late, the Phi
Delts have built a new home, Herman Berns has come
as basketball coach, and the college moves on into its
second century. Homecoming decorations made their
appearance, and prizes for them as well. In '23, '24,
and '25, Psi lost three of her finest sons, with the
deaths, respectively, of Wilmer Christian, '92, Ben
Crane, '73, and Thomas R. Marshall, '73. And in
March, 1931, Edmund R. Brown, last surviving of the
founders, died. The college News Bureau came in the
'31-'41 decade, and successful debating continued. And
so the seventy-five years of the college's life which
Psi has been alive to see ended, and life for Wabash
and her men moved on as before.
In the early years of the 1921-31 decade, especially
in the 1922-24 years, chapter meetings were usually
formal, well attended, and quite a bit of business was
transacted. There was constant talk of a new chapter
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house in the years before the house of today was definitely a possibility. Criticisms grew more frequent,
and legislation against liquor and drunkeness in the
house took its place in the chapter by-Jaws. Other
criticisms were for lack of courtesy, and too-frequent
swearing, and rough house in the living room. All in
all, though, in those '21-'24 years the chapter accomplished a good deal. The influence of John Collett, '24,
as president, was a fine one.
At 207, the chapter had instituted the $100 house
note. It has stayed at that figure.
In May, 1920, the mortgage on 207 was burned in a
special ceremony at a banquet held in the Masonic
Temple in Crawfordsville. Ray Brown, '08, was mainly
responsible for seeing that the mortgage was taken
care of. In the years 1920-26, the Association had no
debt.
In the fall of 1922 the historic house at 207 burned,
most of the top story going up in flames. The original
charter of the chapter was destroyed, but the saddest
part of the whole affair was that over fifty year's accumulation of chapter papers and letters, many of them
from famous men, were destroyed in the fire. Luckily,
many of the records, and fortunately most of the chapter minutes were saved. The fire has a funny side.
The house was old, and the wiring faulty, and several
minor fires or near-fires had occurred. It got to be a
joke. When the call-boy came around in the morning
to the dorm, and the rooms-it was "Get up, the house
is on fire!" Threats, muttered go-to-hells, and flying
shoes from the sleepers. When the house actually
burned, it took real pleading to assure some of the
sleepers that it was really on fire. And with the rare
strength supposed to come in time of great stress, two
of the brothers are alleged to have picked the piano up
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and carried it out, hardly conscious of its weight. From
207 the chapter moved to 1107 \Vest Wabash, near the
edge of town, and were bumed out of that house, and
then they moved to the old Gerard home on East Main
street, where they were to live, in t>xtremely cramped
quarters, until 1926, when the new house was completed. From the years '24, on to '30, the general
interest and activity of chapter business and chapter
meetings suffered. It was nothing serious at all, but
the unity of the chapter, the general way in which
fraternity affairs were considered, and the way in
which business was transacted did not in all ways
measure up to the early years of the decade. This is
not the time nor place to discuss why it happened. It
did-the spirit and temper of the times probably had
a great deal to do with it. It was nothing serious, and
it probably did the chapter no harm. The attitude was
not one of extreme disinterest, but rather one of mild
carelessness at times. The brothers simply were more
prone to let things take their course, and find their
own way, than other years of Fij is had.
In 1926 came the new chapter house, certainly one
of the highlights at Psi's life at Wabash . Talk of a
chapter house had been heard since 1921, and with the
burning of 207, it increased in intensity. It was not
until 1923, however, that really serious work towards
the goal began. And then it began in earnest. Ervin
C. Wagner, '08, and his brother, Eldo I. Wagner, '10,
worked as few men have worked to secure funds for
the new house. They wrote letters, they made calls,
they traveled up and down; in fact they worked so
hard that they neglected their own business and sacrificed their valuable time to work for the new chapter
house. By 1925, thirty-six thousand dollars in cash
had been raised. Construction on the house started,
141

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH

and it was almost finished by the fall of '26 when the
chapter moved in. It has no peer on the Wabash
campus today. In addition, it was the first house on
the campus to be built exclusively for the purpose of
a fraternity house. To brothers Ervin and Eldo Wagner, Psi can truly say that she owes her home of today.
Both did a magnificent job, for which they have never
received their full share of credit.
In addition, after the Wagners found that they
needed aid to finish the job, others, particularly brothers E. E. Ames, Chas. Stedman, '11, and Chris Deming, '06, stepped in to shoulder the burden and carry
plans for the new house out to a successful conclusion.
Count Tinsley, treasurer of the Wabash College Phi
Gamma Delta Association at the time, also carried a
large part of the burden. These and others all worked
splendidly together to make possible the chapter house
of today.
There was great concentration upon rush during all
the years of the 1921-1931 decade, and it saw the initiation of more men than any other had, until the last
decade, of the chapter's life, 1931-41, which will soon
wrest the honor from it. Pledge pins were of course
"standard equipment" now, and rush parties were big
events. Pledge classes were large, running in the late
years of the '21-'31 decade to almost twenty men, as
they have often run in the last ten years of the chapter's life. Criticisms grew more frequent, and a little
less constructive. They consisted of frowning on drinking all the cream on Sunday morning, wrestling downstairs, sleeping downstairs, poor table manners, classcutting, rotten studies, and drinking in the house, and
at dances, and on the campus. It is striking to note the
similarity between the criticisms of the 1924-31 period,
and the 1934-41 period. · They vary so little that were
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names deleted, they could be transposed, and the difference hardly noted, if at all.
Perhaps a word about drinking is in order here.
Some of Psi's men drank. Almost all Wabash men
did, and the same was true of almost all American
college men of the day. Prohibition made it a little
worse, probably, than a little better. There were speakeasys and blind tigers and bootleggers. The stuff wasn't
hard to get, and all who wanted it got it. The author
mentions it at all because it was a part of the college
life of the time.
Chapter singing was good, and Phi Gamma Delta
gatherings always drew a fine representation from
Psi. The years from 1924 until 1941 have been much
alike in that they have, with exceptions of course,
tended to be active years for six of the nine months,
and then to sag a bit in the spring. The tendency
seems to have become a more or less established feature of the modern fraternity. The partial lapse of
freshmen tliscipline, and the coming end of the school
year of course make their contribution to the lapse,
usually only slight and certainly never so serious that
hard work in the fall fails to rectify it.
In 1929 the chapter received two gifts from Phil
Leffel, '14. One was a large portrait of Thomas Riley
Marshall, '73, which hangs today in the chapter dining
room, and the other was the gift of shrubbery around
the chapter house. In 1929 the stock market crashed,
and with it many other things. Psi soon ran into financial snags, and by the fall of 1931 was in serious trouble. John P. Collett, '24, skilled investment and financial
counselor and loyal Fiji, stepped into the situation, and
with the help of other brothers, succeeded admirably
in bringing the house out of the threatening situation
which it was in. For the ten years since then Brother
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Collett has guided, and guided well, the financial destinies of Psi, and had added sound advice on other
chapter functions.
The deepening of the depression was a sobering influence upon the chapter. Undergraduate interest rose.
The brothers took a more active interest in the affairs
of the chapter than some previous years had seen, and
for the year 1931-32, the chapter received the Newton
D. Baker Social Service Cup. As Brother Collett's
supervision lifted the financial strain, and conditions
became generally better, the chapter had many fine
years during the thirties. Russ Ames, '34, did admirable work in building up the chapter house library.
George Brown ruled the kitchen to the satisfaction of
all, and Tash and Mike I came to Crawfordsville as
two of the biggest dogs that the college had ever seen.
And of course, in athletics, Psi had and has her
representatives on all Wabash teams, ali during the
1921-41 years. Each year there have been those who
have played well, and have reflected the highest credit
upon the chapter and themselves. There was-but to
talk of one is to talk of a hundred. We cannot, unfortunately, do that.
Eben H. Wolcott, '86, ended a long service as a
trustee of the college, and today, four Fijis, Mark A.
Brown, '11, E. E. Ames, '03, John P. Collett, '24, and
Pierre F. Goodrich, '16, are on the Board of Trustees
of the college. In 1936-37, the chapter enjoyed a
splendid year, and won for its general excellence the
Indianapolis Beta Graduate Chapter trophy for the
finest Indiana chapter of the fraternity, as well as
prominent national ranking. Neglect of chapter functions and a small pledge class made 1937-38 a mediocre
year, but 1938-39 opened with a pledge class of 20 men,
and president Robert H. Long did a splendid job in
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helping the chapter back to its normal high position
on the campus. The last two years have seen an improvement in scholarship, and maintenance of a generally favorable position on the Wabash campus.
James K. "Jake" Pierson, '25, has ·been a loyal and
helpful worker for the chapter in the years during
which he was an undergraduate, and in the years since
his graduation, serving ably and willingly, particularly
in the office of Purple Legionnaire.
Gifts to the chapter house, both in the form of cash
and other articles, have been frequent and substantial.
Among those who have contributed are "Mapp" Stokes,
'05, Phil Leffel, '14, Ryland Wolcott, '12, deceased, Ted
Stein, '11, Ray Brown, '08, "Joe Bush" Studebaker, '11,
John Detchon, '97, William Bachman, '24, W. T. Davies,
'06, Edmund Ball, '27, James l\I. McKay, '14, Robert
1\'lcClamroch, '19, deceased, Paul Hurt, '09, "Mack"
Nickey, '27, G. E. Davies and W. 0. Davies, '15, &
'10, Don l\Iorrison, '10 Pi erre Goodrich, '16, Eben Wolcott, '86. and Ray Thomas. '01. ?-Irs. Wilmer Christian,
wife of Dr. Wilmer Christian, '92, was the largest contributor towards the new house erected in '26, and ?>Irs.
Eldo Wagner gave the hou se the grand piano which it
owns today.
In formal activities, the 1921-41 years did not see,
on the whole, the previous standard of the 1901-21
years maintained. The passing of the small chapter
in the early years of the '21-'31 decade must be considered first in a fair comparison of the periods from
1901 until 1921, and from 1921 until 1941. For with
the small chapter passed a standard of cooperation
which is simply unobtainable with a large chapter.
The writer means not to criticize the last twenty years
of Psi's life, nor stoutly defend the first twenty of the
twentieth century. For the first twenty years were
145

PHI GAMMA DELTA AT WABASH

one era, and the last twenty quite another. Both were
good periods, and in comparison with other fraternities
everywhere, Psi never lagged behind the pack, and
usually was ahead.
The Caveman era, if it was one of the noisiest in
the life of Psi chapter and Wabash as well, was also
certainly one of the most colorful. For the Fijis of
the years 1921-1931 lived fast and furiously, and those
of the past ten years have dropped a few of the characteristics of the twenties, but have kept or modified
slightly most, · and the old peace and complacency that
207 knew has vanished, probably forever. For it is certainly true that there is more to do today to enjoy life
at Wabash than there was thirty years ago, and it also
seems true that the Phi Gams do more of it. None of
the enjoyment has passed from life in the chapter
house. Much has been added.
The rough-tough cuss-yell spirit of the twenties in
Wabash obviously found its way back into the informal
life of Psi's members, for they were a part of the
college, and went to the indignation meetings, and
wrote editorials-some of their number, and didn't
shave, or have their hair cut, and drank, and raised .
hell with the rest of the college when the "Five Hundred" were bent on some particular bit of hell raising.
It was a swiftly moving ten years for the chapter, and
what it lacked in point, if it should have had one, it
made up in excitement. "Never a dull moment" was a
phrase exhaustingly true for most of the men in college at the time. At least, it can be said that all had a
wonderful time. And having a wonderful time is certainly part of Psi's makeup.
The Fijis did many things to amuse themselves. They
were a resourceful lot. The nearby open fields when
the chapter lived at 1107 West Wabash gave some
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brother the idea of a golf co urse. And build a golf
course the chapter did, nine holes of it. They played,
and played some more. If the morning was nice, that
walk to college looked long, and the golf course looked
inviting. Studies suffered . . . The house had two old
upright pianos, and there were many songs around
these, before dinner and after, in the evening and in
the morning. Carlton Gauld, later to be in opera, sang,
and needless to say sang well. Max Adams, '23, and
Harold Hobbs, '24, could play with skill, and double
piano sessions fairly rocked the chapter house. The
v.ictrola groaned under the playing-litenilly thousands
of times-of the latest jazz r ecords-for jazz was upon
the nation. · And the chapter minutes record several
criticisms of those brothers "who do the Charleston in
the house late at night and disturb the men who are
asleep . . . "
Chapter singing was good to excellent throughout
the entire decade of 1921 until 1931. There were always long hours of practice gotten in before a state
dinner or other Fiji gathering. The Fijis of the '21-'31
·decade still went to trials at the courthouse, too, and
played pool at Gus Carl's, on Main street near the
present bus station, or at the Crawford Pool Room.
The Strand still drew in its quota of Wabash men, and
there were stage shows on weekends. Pee-rades, with
the celebration of athletic victories, bonfires, and allout support of the Scarlet athletic warriors took time
from anything else that you may have had to worry
about. Several junky model T's usually sat in front of
the house, and in later years, other cars, but always
cars of ~orne vintage. Acrobatics and wrestling in the
living room, on the sofas, and all over the house have
been a feature of chapter house life since there have
been chapter houses, certainly.
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Hazing, for new and original means, and for regularity and lengthy application, reached new highs in
the 1921-31 decade, and in fact it has not receded far
in the last ten years of the chapter's life. At old 207,
and in the other two houses that the chapter occupied
until the present chapter house was ready, the unlucky
freshmen more than often heard shouts of glee, and an
armful of "boards" crashing down the stairs, and
"Downstairs rhynies ... downstairs ... " There were
road trips, and post trips. Hell week was a week, and
Psi's upperclassmen provided adequate heat for the
freshmen. How many Fijis of the last two decades
have counted the tombstones in cemeteries, and how
many have copied the names off the old iron Civil War
tablet on the east wall of Center Hall? Many-very
many.
The old table top, which had served so faithfully for
over twenty years, was completely filled with the names
of scores of Fijis in 1928, so a new table took its place.
The old one went to its honored place on the wall of
the library, where it hangs today, and its successor
stands directly below it, carrying on the tradition.
Freshmen-sophomore fights with violence the watchword characterized the decade of '21-'31, and in the
last ten years, the night before the bonfire has also seen
some splendid scraps. Intramural athletics got a firm
hold in the twenties, and have been even more popular
and successful in the thirties. The chapter diary, which
had been so faithfully kept in the years 1906-16, passed
out in '16, and then made its appearance again in '21.
Entries in the '21-'31 decade are rare, unfortunately,
and 1928 saw the last genuine effort to keep it up.
Some of its &.ems are .
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Ode To the Frat Footballers . . .
Break! Break! Break! Thy unclad shins 0
men!
Our shoulders cracked, our necks unhinged,
our ears are torn to shreds.
Fatima, Camel, Lucky Strike, give us no solace
then:
They drag us home with twisted frames and
pile us in the beds . . . "
"There are more dates for the dance than a week
ago-Halitosis must be prevalent in the land of the
Fijis . . . "
"An old inhabitant of Indianapolis sniffed the
air on the evening of the Wabash-DePauw game
and declared that there was a distinct pre-Volstead
odor present. No! No! Surely not . . . "
"Psi turns out in a body for the big trial at the
courthouse.
Other houses were well represented
,
" ... MY GA WD ... Wabash 7, Colgate 0 . . . '
the chapter spent the afternoon hanging over a
'ticker' down at the pool room. At the end of the
first half, with the score 0-0 they started throwing
the pool tables back and forth! And to think Colgate beat Columbia last week by a touchdown or
so! Who said the school was going to Hell? ... "
"The winter haircuts are fast growing on us.
Seven, men haven't had haircuts for seven weeks
The chapter went swimming, and hunting, and played
tennis. You made trips to Indiana, DePauw, Purdue,
and Butler for games and dates as well. And DePauw
was always "Sisterland," and the DePauw students
"Kitties." Student minstrel shows at the Strand "drew"
the brothers. And many and long are various "strictlyoff-the-record" comments on the "rotgut, firewater,
bilge, etc., etc.," that the college men of the day drank.
In spite of the predictions that the stomachs of a portion of the men enrolled in Wabash would rot out, most
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seem to have stayed in. Yo u had your favorite bootlegger, one Fiji of the time says. And in the early
thirties, a small house very near the chapter house
peddled 24 hour beer at twenty-five cents a bottle.
Those who drank it have lived to tell about it.
There was getting ready for homecoming, and making decorations to compete for the prize, · and Pig Dinners, and sleeping on the couches in the living room,
and playing poker and shooting craps and playing
bridge. Until the middle thirties, the house ate at long
tables, with about ten men at a table. And keeping
order at these tables was a task for whoever was unlucky enough to be at the head of the table, or in
charge of it. There were dances, about four a year.
There was loafing at the Sweet Shop, or getting a sa,ndwich in Blake's resta urant. With repeal . came Tommie's, and the Crawford, and the Rustic Gardens. The
Strand, and the Vanity, and the Godawful Ritz all
went together to pull a few of your stray nickels into
their coffers.
Athletics in the thirties were not what they had been
in the decade before, but games at home and games
away still gave the whole college plenty to yell about,
and at, and with. George Brown ruled, and still rules
the kitchen, and if you've any loose change, George is
more than willing to match you . . .
Tubbing, campus politics, sun baths on the porch,
and long and loud and deep and funny borasses, on
and on and on into an eternity of Fijis at Psi. Cutting
classes and cutting chapel, and cramming for exams,
and ping pong and endless rubbers of bridge and radio
programs and records on the victrola as the year unwinds itself from September on into December into
March and commencement's warm nights of early June.
Horseplay, and laughter, and crude jokes and good
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jokes and gags and hotfoots and cussing and pushing
each other around in the shower. The years of fun and
pleasant easy life get all too quickly away, and find us
at 1941, at the end of seventy-five years of pleasant
life.
And so the chapter spent its last twenty years informally, and spent them with a minimum of seriousness, as all times for having fun should be spent. The
last ten years have been a little calmer than the ten
which preceded them, but Psi's Fijis have enjoyed
themselves. They have a wonderful knack for so doing,
and certainly no one hopes that they may ever lose
it . . .
Psi has lived her last twenty years in a manner
none of her first fifty-five saw. She changed quickly
and completely from a small chapter in the midst of an
unhurried existence, to a large chapter in the midst
of a life which goes by a great deal faster than fraternity life has ever gone before. The years from
1921-31 saw the increase in chapter membership, and
the new house, and a totally different set of fraternity
ideas. The last ten years have seen more men initiated
into the chapter than any other decade. has ever seen,
and has seen as well a slight decline from the rather
boisterous years of the 1924-29 period, a decline which
has done no harm, and probably good.
And so-seventy-five years of Phi Gamma Delta at
Wabash College. There have been great years, many
good ones, and only a few that may be called poor.
Prosperity and panic, war and easy peaceful days have
been the lot of the nation and the town and the college
since 1866, and all of these have naturally found their
way back into the chapter and the lives of those who
are her many parts.
Perhaps no one man has ever clearly nor successfully
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defined the function of a college fraternity. Certainly,
though, a fraternity should offer friendship, guidance,
and teaching, show the way to knowledge and point out
the beauty of self sacrifice for others. It should, if
truly a fraternity, leave with its members certain sincere and genuine thoughts and ideals which, no matter
how perverted by time and circumstance, will in some
measure help guide and mold the lives of those members.
Judged by that standard, Psi stands as well and as
high as any might. Over six hundred men have found
in her true friendships, have matured and grown wiser
under her guidance, and have found in her trinity the
means by which to shape greater powers of evaluation
and appraisal.
·
It may be said, I think, that Psi has a destiny. And
in her seventy-five years of life, for what she has given
in the past, and for what she shall continue to give in
the future, she has admirably fulfilled the destiny that
a few charged her with in 1866. There shall be no
deviation in her future course. Surely, as long as there
is a Wabash College there shall be a Psi of Phi Gamma
Delta.
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